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CONTACT INFORMATION 

     òCOLLEGE AGE  

        MISSIONó 

 TO THE BAHAMAS! 
 

     This Summer four òcollege 

ageó students from our 

church and many of  our friends will 

be traveling to Nassau, Bahamas for 

a week long mission trip (August 2-8 

2009).  The group consists of Lisa 

Hove, David Triick, Tom Morris and 

Brenna Kramoris who will be team-

ing up with about 50 other students 

from around the country.  

     We are traveling through an or-

ganization called Next Step Minis-

tries.  While in the Bahamas we will 

be helping to renovate All Saintõs 

AIDS Camp. The camp is home to 

many people suffering from the AIDS 

virus and they desperately need our 

help in order for them to receive the 

care they deserve. We are so grateful 

for this experience and canõt wait to 

come back and share it with all of 

you. If you have any questions or are 

interested in more information on 

the trip, you can check out the web-

site at 

www.nextstepministries.com<http://

www.nextstepministries.com/

<https://mail.exchange.viterbo.edu/

owa/UrlBlockedError.aspx 

 or contact Brenna Kramoris at  

bmkramoris@viterbo.edu 

 

 

 

 
 
 

     

 

 

     May 3rd will be a BIG day at FUMC. 

òThe process of determining a com-

panyõs (in this case, FUMCõs congre-

gation) long-term goals and then 

identifying the best approach for 

achieving those goals,ó is the defini-

tion of STRATEGIC PLANNING says 

Investorwords.com. This event  is 

taking place for our church Sunday 

May 3rd  2009. 

 

       WE NEED YOUéas a follow-up to 

Dr. Dick Jones analysis of our 

church, its programs and missions to 

our community.  Through it all, as we 

strive to keep scripture as the basis 

for our decisions, a facilitator will 

lead us through the process of con-

tinuing to grow, adjust with our 

growth and serve GOD in ways we 

are led through the discovery of our 

strengths, weaknesses and interests. 

   

        Prayerfully consider your atten-

dance, as this process will be the 

basis for our decisions to support 

activities in the church for the next 

 4-7 years.  Review scripture that 

supports your ideas for FUMC and be 

prepared to feel the calling of GOD 

as all are invited to participate at 

NOON on Sunday, May 3, 2009. 

Important News P. 2 

Youth News P. 9 

Milestones                                                   P. 10 

F i r s t  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  ð H a r t f o r d ,  W I April 2009 

TAKE A LOOK  . . . 
 

Volunteer opportunities on 

P. 2, UMW News on p. 9, 

Adult Movie Night on p. 5, 

and MORE!!! 

Mission Statement We are Godõs people striving to become committed disciples 

of Jesus Christ. By nurturing our diverse gifts we desire to learn, care, support, 

pray and serve so that we may become a dynamic force of love in the world. 

NOTE! 

STRATEGIC PLANNING   

MAY 3RD 
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FIRST CHURCH NEWS AND NOTES 

 

WANTED:  VOLUNTEERS! 
 

 

NURSERY 
 

    It was voted at Ad Council on Mar. 17th, that 11 year 

old students that are Red Cross Babysitter Certified can 

volunteer in our nursery with one of our paid staff. 

     So if you have not taken a Red Cross class and would 

like to volunteer, check with the Hartford Rec. Dept.  

If you have taken the class, and would love to volunteer 

in the nursery, GREAT!  A sign-up sheet is in the nursery 

for May.  

     I  will need a copy of your Red Cross Babysitter card, 

which you can put in one of my office mailboxes. 

We highly recommend this class for all students 11years 

old and up. Thank you,   Doreen VanMinsel 

 

ROBE IRONING 

 

Do you like to iron? Or always wanted to volunteer  for 

something and never really knew what to do? Children's 

robes were donated from Albright Church in Milwaukee. 

They are clean, however they need to be ironed. We have 

hangers, we just  need a volunteer. If interested, please 

contact Doreen VanMinsel.  

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  ~  
  

      Thank you  to all the folks who helped us 

have a successful food drive for the three 

families from Kosovo .Your help has been a true gift from 

the heart. Thank you for helping 1st church live out its 

mission of being a Christian.  Remember John Wesleyõs 

words: òDo all the good you can!ó 

      Also, a BIG THANK YOU  to all our folks who placed 

ads in this past yearõs newsletters. We appreciate your 

help. You allow us to put out a quality  newsletter with no 

cost (other than postage) to the church. This saves us 

over $1,000 a year! Please consider placing an ad again 

this year. Renewal is coming up.  

      

    For those of you who haven't heard yet, our 

Daughter & Son-in-Law are both back from 

overseas. They both are trying to readjust to 

family life with Josiah for the first time in a 

year. On behalf of their family & ours, we 

thank all of you for your prayers & best wishes while they 

were away & Josiah was in our care. He still has some 

medical concerns, but with our prayers, the kids are confi-

dent that he will be on the road to recovery soon. Thank 

you, Church family, for your support.         The Tuxhorn's 

Easter Breakfast ! 
 

 Kevin and Ann Conroy have graciously 

offered to sponsor and organize this 

yearõs Easter breakfast, Thank You! Easter Breakfast 

will be served  immediately following Easter Sunrise 

Service. SIGN UP, please, if you plan to attend. This 

will help with planning food. The sign up sheet will be 

located outside the church office. If you are willing to 

help serve, please contact the church office 

 

            DINERõS DELITE 

GOES PICNIC STYLE 
 

 

 

     The Ken & Jane Daw Family, to-

gether with their 4 children Allison, 

Sydney, Steven and Caroline, want you to mark Sun-

day, May 31st on your calendar as a day for in-

creased fellowship with them and all members of our 

church family!  As many of you know, we have an on-

going, high interest in Dinerõs Delite, a planned din-

ner party schedule with 3 individuals or couples 

every two months throughout the school year.  The 

rotation allows each person or couple to bring the 

salad, dessert, veggie and host the main meal at 

their home within the year.  It is a great way to meet 

members of our church family, but doesnõt cover the 

large ground that will be covered by the Daw Family 

opening up their home to the congregation. 

Watch the May newsletter, email blasts and the pink 

sheets for additional information regarding direc-

tions and whether you should bring a salad, veggie 

or dessert!  All are welcome and encouraged to at-

tend this sure -to -be -fun, fellowship event! 
 

 

VBS FLIERS  

AVAILABLE 
 

Are you having a Rummage Sale 

before August?  

Contact Lynnette Jordan or Do-

reen VanMinsel, we would like to give you some 

Small VBS Fliers to place by your checkout area. 

Watch for registration and more information in next 

monthõs newsletter!! 



APRIL THEMES 
Worship Themes to the Glory of Christ for Living, Loving, Giving  

beyond all expectation!  Life. 
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Sunday 04/05/09 Palm Sunday/
Passion Sunday Mark 11:1-11; Psalm 
118:1-2, 19-29; Isaiah 50:4-9  Psalm 
31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-11; Mark 14:1-

15:47 or Mark 15:1-39 (40-47)  A pa-
rade of sorts, then down the road 
and through most of a weekéone of 

the criminals hurls insults at him: òArenõt 
you the Christ? Save yourself and us!ó  
But the other criminal rebukes him. Then 
he says, òJesus, remember me when you 
come into your kingdom.ó Jesus says, òI 
tell you the truth, today you will be with 
me in paradise.ó Darkness descends over 
the whole land for about three hours. 
Then all three of the look-a-like Gospels 
tell us something both fascinating and 

significant, something is torn!  Rip! 

 

Maundy Thursday  04/09/09 1:30 PM 

& 7:00 PM Maundy Thursday Tenebrae 

(which means darkness) and Communion 

experience: Communion at the table with 

the twelve,  a wonderful time of reflec-

tion on Jesusõ command.  Jesus said, òI 

give you a new commandment:   

òLove one another as I have loved 

you.ó  (Maundamus or Maundy means 

command) John 13:1-17, 31b ð35.  The 

Confirmation Class will reveal the mys-

tery of the meal as they open the table 

of forgiveness to us all at the 7 PM ser-

vice.  

  

Good Friday 04/10/09 1 PM Ecumenical 

Good Friday Service at First United 

Methodist Church with our choir singing 

and the Rev. Jessica Short of Redeemer 

ELCA Preaching. 

 

Sunday 04/12/09 Easter Sunday!  Acts 

10:34-43; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; 1 Co-

rinthians 15:19-26; John 20:1-18 or 

Mark 16:1-8   

 

6:30 AM Sunrise Service led by our 

Confirmation class! Pantomime of W. 

Wangerinõs Ragman.  Worship!  Resur-

rection time for our time!  Jesus is alive 

and on the streets with the gift of eternal 

life ready to give for those who believe 

and become clothed in dazzling right-

eousness! 

8:30 AM & 11:00 AM Resurrection 

Worship. We are going to be blowing 

horns, and singing up a storm for Easter, 

says Ms. Knoll!! òWe are witnesseséto 

the resurrection!ó  
 
04/19/09 2nd Sunday of Easter,  Acts 
4:32-35, Psalm 133; 1 John 1:1-2:2, 

John 20:19-31.   

What would Jesus do? WWJD?  What 

did Jesus do? WDJD?  Come and see! 

Worship! Sing!  Early!  eekéthe disci-

plesétogetheréwith the doors locked 

out of fearéJesus cameéand said, 

"Peaceé!" Discipleséoverjoyedé

Jesusébreathed on theméreceive the 

Holy Spiritéif you forgive anyoneé

they are forgiven!ó What a power we 

are given!  Forgiveness power! We  

didnõt earn it! Its power has been under-

used! We live in a world of litigation 

and prosecution, bullying and browbeat-

ing. Forgiveness! Itõs a power to change 

the world from a world of accusation, 

radiating with fear to a world of care 

and understandingéand divine love!  

Receive the Holy Spirit!  Receive the gift!  

Use the giftésoon! 

 

Sunday 4/26/09 Third Sunday of 
Easter  8:30 AM Acts 3:12-19, Psalm 4; 

1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36 b ð48  What 
is it that you cannot live without? In other 
words, what is your passion? Simon Pe-
terõs passion (Acts 3:1-11) was serving 
Christ.  He and the other disciples did 
have special power, but it was not their 
own power. It was the power of the risen 
Christ. Peter had a passion for pointing 
people to Christ.  It is important to real-
ize that any real power that matters we 
have through Christ. Peter said, òI donõt 
have any money right now but I give you 
what I have...(Christ!).  Have you had the 

courage to share Christ with others! 

Confirmation Sunday 11AM  Ser-
vice Communion at this service 
only.  New members will serve the 
congregation at stations at the front 
of the church as full members declar-
ing their loyalty to the Body of Christ 
by their prayers, presence, gifts and 
service!  All of these young disciples 

say, òPray for us, too!ó 

Keith Andereck, Lloyd Brown, Elizabeth 
Carroll, Megan Hass, Ashton Hoxworth, 
Paris Kamholz, Alex Kolinski, Casey 
McDermott, Jason Peck , Alexandra 
Retzlaff, Catherine Schuetze, Trevor 
Zabrowski     
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    [R. Schnase points 
to Five Practices of 
Fruitful Congrega-
tions: Radical Hospi-
tality, Passionate 
Worship, Intentional 
Faith Development, 

Risk-taking Mission and Service, Extrava-
gant Generosity 
 

òThe practice of GENEROSITY 
describes the Christianõs unselfish will-
ingness to give in order to make a posi-
tive difference for the purposes of 
Christ.  òYou will be enriched in every 
way by your great generosityó ( 2 Cor. 

9:11). Paul was talking about an enrich-
ment of life that comes from giving!  
How does giving enrich us? 

Jesus said, "Where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be 
also." (Matthew 6:21)  òIn other words, your 
heart follows your money, not the other 
way around. We often think it's the 
other way around. We think we spend 
our money on the things that are impor-
tant to us. Jesus is trying to tell us that 
those things have become important to 
us because they're what we spend our 
money on. Put your money where you 
want your heart to rest, and your heart 
will move there!  Interesting! 

òExtravagant Generosity de-
scribes practices of sharing and giving 
that exceed all expectations and ex-
tend to unexpected measures.  It de-
scribes lavish sharing, sacrifice, and 
giving in service to God and neighbor.  
Vibrant, fruitful, growing congregations 
thrive because of the extraordinary 
sharing, willing sacrifice, and joyous 
giving of their members out of love for 
God and neighbor.ó  Do you see those 
generous people around you in our 
community? 

Jesus pointed out generosity 
in the WIDOW who quietly gave her 
two copper coins to the Temple treas-
ury and compared her giving to those 
more wealthy who made a big show of 
their giving.  òShe gave all she had!ó 
Jesus said.  Jesus stopped the com-
plaining of his disciples that the 
WOMAN, òMary,ó had lavished ex-
pensively perfumed ointment on Jesusõ 

hair and in another version of this 
scene, washed his feet with tears, dry-
ing them with her hair. Jesus pointed 
out a MAN, the òGood Samaritan,ó 
who stopped to help a robbery victim 
and then provided for the victimõs on -
going care and rehabilitation out of his 
own pocket.  These were some exam-
ples Jesus used to illustrate the good-
ness of God flowing through the lives 
of his people, signs of Godõs generous 
spirit working in people.  A mark of a 
òFRUITFUL CONGREGATIONó is that it 
inspires generous giving, even extrava-
gant giving! 

Generosity is our story about 
the Christianõs need to give rather than 
the Churchõs need to receive. Thatõs a 
powerful truth!  Fruitful congregations, 
Schnase tells us, emphasize a personõs 
need to give is more than a churchõs 
need for money.  How does a person, 
much less a church, approach the point 
of extravagant generosity? 

One of the experiences that 
has shaped my understanding of a 
ògivingó life is my relationship with my 
Dad.  When I was quite young, maybe 
even 10-11 years old, Dad started me 
thinking beyond my self.  He said that, 
as a part of the church, I should give to 
the church because then I would feel 
like I was a real part of it.  I donõt 
know who òtoldó him to do this, but he 
said, òHereõs an envelope and hereõs a 
dime, a 10th of your allowance.  Each 
week I want you to take this to the 
church and put it in the Sunday School 
offering.  He said 90 cents was going 
in the bank for my savings.  He said, 
òGive to the church and youõll feel a 
part of the church.ó  He would remind 
me to come to him for the dime each 
week.  When we missed church he 
would remind me what òI promisedó to 
give, and weõd make up the difference.  
When my allowance went up, he talked 
about raising my giving accordingly.  
When I started to work for him in the 
plumbing shop, he reminded me of 
what Iõd started.  I did develop a sense 
that I was an important part of the 
church and was making a positive dif-
ference for Christ.  Extravagant?  

Hardly! Some people have dads and 
moms who teach them that they can 
make a difference for Christ by giving.  
Iõm grateful Dad òjump-startedó what 
has become a personal sense of 
òownershipó for Godõs work through the 
church, an interest in what I can do by 
growing in my understanding and the 
practice of giving.  Iõm even more 
grateful that God loved the world so 
much he gave his son. (Jn 3:16) 

The gift of giving that 
òenrichesó a personõs life is often not 
seen in òincomeó to the òchurchó but as 
a response to Christõs mission to the 
world.  Not too long ago, a person was 
in the position of helping a member of 
this community and had no access to 
church funds to help them in that mo-
ment of need.  They quickly committed 
substantially of their own funds.  The 
need called out and this generous per-
son responded and at considerable 
cost to them.  But it was right and good, 
òenrichedó their life! 

òGenerosity is a fruit of the 
Spirit, a worthy spiritual aspiration.  
Extravagant Generosity takes òself-
control, patience, kindness, faith, and 
love of God and neighbor.ó  Generos-
ity is not focused on the reward but on 
the expression of Godõs generosity, 
and as St. Paul says, òyou will be en-
riched in every way.ó 
 

Questions for thought and even ask-
ing others:   
How do you feel about generosity as 
     a fruit of the Spirit?  
     In the congregation of First UMC? 
What values and ministries of our 
     church demonstrate  
     the gift of generosity? 
How has someone elseõs generosity 
     shaped your practices of giving?   
Who continues to influence you toward 
     ògenerousó giving? 
Whatõs the most fun youõve had giving? 
How do you feel about giving to the 
      churchõs ministry? 
Would you share in worship sometime 
      in the next year, your understand- 
      ing of your growth in generous  
      giving?     See Pastor Brian 

From the Desk of Pastor Brian:  
Becoming a Fruitful Congregation      Extravagant Generosity 



Children's Ministry 
 
 No Sunday School Easter Sundayñ some of our teachers and helpers travel 

and many families get together, so we will NOT have Sunday School for Pre-

school - 6th grade.  
 

 

 VBS Kick-Off is Sunday April 19. Watch for the people in Purple and a 5 foot 

cardboard  Crocodile.  

 

 

 Nursery Care will be available Holy Thursday (4/09) at the 7pm service, Good 

Friday(4/10) at  the 1pm service and Easter Sunday (4/12) 8:30am and 

11:00am services. 
 

 

 Nursery Volunteers are ALWAYS NEEDED, age 12 and up. One regular paid 

staff will be with you so children have consistency. However, with our budget, 

we can only afford to pay one staff per week..  To be a safe church, it is highly 

recommended that we have two people in nursery at all times. So if possible, 

PLEASE volunteer for at least one of the services. A sign-up sheet is in the 

nursery. Needless to say, if we do not get volunteers, we will go over budget. I 

pray anyone that uses this nursery and/or loves children will be able to sign 

up. Thank you. 
 

 

 Calling "ALL" Adult Couples/Singles : Come join other adult church members  

for a Free Movie Night on the BIG screen in the Youth Room. Friday April 3 at 

7:30pm.  Our Movie is "Fire Proof.ó This movie is highly recommended by 

many in our congregation. Hope you can join us. Popcorn and beverage will 

be provided. For anyone who has seen the movie and would like to borrow the 

"Love Dare" Book(s) or "Study Kit" for home use, please email or talk with Do-

reen. 

 

Doreen VanMinsel 

2009  

Mission  

Committee  

Projects Chosen  

 

     The mighty Mission Committee 

members of FUMC have chosen 

areas of focus to both financially 

support and educate the congrega-

tion about for the 2009 calendar 

year.  

      Not only will First United Meth-

odist Church-Hartford continue to 

have a covenant with a  Missionary 

across the ocean in Africa 

(Reverend Paul Webster), the group 

chose to highlight the work of 

Northcott Neighborhood House, a 

community center sponsored by 

the WI Conference of Methodist 

Churches within the inner city of 

Milwaukee, Washington Countyõs 

very own Albrecht Free Clinic with 

hours held in both West Bend and 

Hartford, and Hartfordõs branch of 

Special Olympics. 

     As a congregation, support the 

Missions of the Committee through 

your prayers, event participation 

and interest. Look for a bulletin 

board to be posted outside of the 

offices near the kitchen prep room 

for information about Africa and 

our United States based areas of 

focus.  Second Sundays of each 

month afford the opportunity to 

donate to the above projects 

through loose donations given dur-

ing offertory at services,  the six 

Mission Committee sponsored cof-

fee hours held throughout the year 

(February, March, June, August, 

October, December), and your pur-

chase of Fair Trade coffee, tea, co-

coa and candy barséALL greatly 

appreciated! 

 

 

 

 

 

Little Lambs Preschool Update 
  

Fall 2009 Registration is now being accepted. Registra-

tion forms can be obtained from Doreen or on-line on 

our web-site under: 

 

http://www.fumchartford.com/  Christian Education  

Little Lambs Preschool Link. 

  

Open House is Wednesday April 1 from 1pm-4pm and Thursday April 2 from 

4pm-7pm. Come check out our room and invite someone who may be inter-

ested in sending their child to preschool.  

  

Easter Break starts Good Friday April 10 - 17. Our prayers are with all of you 

for a safe, healthy and blessed Easter.  

 

Doreen VanMinsel 
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More First Church Happenings & Important Information 

http://www.fumchartford.com/
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