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TAKE A LOOK  . . . 
 

Relay for life update, youth 

news, Fish Sticks Comedy 

and Marriage Encounter 

weekends and more! 

Mission Statement We are Godõs people striving to become committed disciples 

of Jesus Christ. By nurturing our diverse gifts we desire to learn, care, support, 

pray and serve so that we may become a dynamic force of love in the world. 

òSPIRIT DRIVENó - RELAY FOR LIFE TEAM 
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Pastor Brianõs Thoughts  
on Mission  

1 John 3:18-20: 18Dear children (of God), 
letõs not merely say that we love each other; 
let us show the truth by our actions.19 Our 
actions will show that we belong to the truth, 
so we will be confident when we stand before 
God. 20Even if we feel guilty, God is greater 
than our feelings, and he knows everything.  

 Jesus set the pattern for the 
transformation of our lives, dying to the 
old self-centered life and rising to the 
self-giving life.  A life that is being 
transformed begins with an under-
standing our lives as serving others. 

 òTruly I tell you, just as you did it to one 
of the least of these who are members of 
my family, you did it to me.ó (Mt.25:40)  
 Our connection to Christ be-
comes evident in serving others, for in 
serving others we are changed and 
become more like Jesus and less fo-
cused on our own needs. 
 The Davenport Team loaded 
up the cars at the church and headed 
down Hwy 151 to Hwy 61 in Iowa on 
the way to Davenport, IA.  None of us 
had ever been to Davenport, IA.  We 
only had a general idea of what each 
of us would be doing.  We arrived at 
Marquette Academy, our work camp 
headquarters, and were greeted by 
TIM.  In our first leaders meeting Tim 
explained to us that he was born with a 
condition that didnõt leave him with 
fully develop fingers on either hand.  It 
doesnõt bother me and I hope it doesnõt 
bother you.  When asked, he talked 
about how his faith in Christ motivated 
him to move beyond the restrictive dis-
ability of having stubs for fingers.  He 
said that he looked beyond the so 
called òdisabilityó and drew on the 
resources of the Spirit. Throughout the 
week we saw Christ working well in 
TIM as he led the work camp with his 

three associates, Lolli, Sarah and òJó. 

òThe Flamingo Cheeró 
(F-l-a-m-i-n-g-o-s: On one foot we serve 
our God! Now, some would think that 
kind of odd!) 
 Karen Bidwell, Amber Peck, 
Courtney and Cassie Peters, Pastor 
Brian, along with five others from 
Canby, MN were called the Flamingos, 
and our first morning of service for the 
Flamingos was to help with cleaning  
and painting on the Skate Church 
grounds.   
 Skate Church began as a min-
istry to skateboarders who were every-
where on the street endangering them-
selves and others, doing graffiti on 
public walls and some becoming victims 
of drug pushers.          
 The Skate Church founders at 
First United Methodist Church of Daven-
port , IA prayed about a mission to 
these òskateboarders,ó and it hap-
pened that a furniture store-ware- 
house opened up for sale at close to 2 
million dollars. It was right across the 
street from 1st UMC.  However, millions 
of dollars were not in the pockets of 
these people willing to do òrisk-taking 
missionó for God.  Pastor Dave, from 
Minnesota, said that someone had told 
him that this is how God answered their 
prayers. He said that some young peo-
ple and leaders knew the story of 
Joshua and the walls of Jericho tumblinõ 
down at the sound of faithful prayer 
and loud music, so they demonstrated 
and prayed at the site of that furniture 
store and warehouse that the price 
would come down.  It happened that 
those who owned the store came down 
in price, under $200, 000, a price 
Skate Church dreamers, could begin to 
handle.  They stepped out in faith and 
today Skate Church has several com-
munity outreach ministries through òThe 

Center.ó 

 On Wednesday the Flamingos 
organized garage sale goods that 
were stored in a semi-trailer across 
from 1st UMC.  They were going to be 
sold July 17th to finance a trip by Pas-
tor Joshua, himself from Kenya, to build 
a church and to supervise the drilling of 
òsafe water wells,ó a mission that has 
saved thousands of lives of children 
and adults in Kenya.  Pastor Joshua 
leads òFishers of Men,ó and sponsors an 
òadopt a child in needó program at 
$30.00 per month.  100% of the con-
tribution goes to the childõs education, 
shelter and survival.  
     On the way home we ask the ques-
tion: òWhat is something that you 
learned that you can take home with 
you?ó  One of the youth said that you 
have to learn to get along with each 
other, treat each other well, as a team to 
get the act of service done, for  Christ.  
Another said that they learned how to 
serve by listening, caring and learning 
from the people they served and each 
other on the team.  They òknewó this 
already, of course, in a general way, 
but this was excellent on the job train-

ing, a time to grow! 

ҧOur Senior High Challenge Work 

Camp served in Midland, MI, picture 
above.  Be sure to be in worship on 
August 15 for mission Sunday 2010 
sharing in the witness of faith and ser-
vice! 


