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     To give means to sacrifice pro-
portionately.  òIf I speak in the 
tongues of mortals and of angels, but 
do not have love, I am a noisy gong or 
a clanging cymbal.ó  
 (1 Corinthians 13:1 ð NRSV) 

The month of February includes 
Valentineõs Day, as always, and 
Ash Wednesday this year. In the 
King James Version of the Bible, 
the famous òlove poemó in 1 Co-
rinthians 13 uses the word 
òcharityó wherever we modern-
day Christians have memorized 
the poem with the word òlove.ó  
Many of us have memorized, òLove 
is patient; love is kind; it is not 
arrogant or boastful or rudeéLove 
bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures 
all things.  Love never ends.ó  The 
KJV reads, òCharity suffereth 
long, and is kind; charity envieth 
notéécharity never faileth.ó 
 

   New Yearõs is gone.  Our resolu-
tions are fading.  The winter dol-
drums have set in and thereõs an 
increasing amount of suspicion and 
fear about the state of our econ-
omy.  Yet, scripture reminds us 
that òlove never endsó and 
òcharity never faileth.ó 
 

   By giving regularly through the 
church, we carry out these prom-
ises of scripture.  Christ didnõt 
hold back on his love when he 
willingly went to the cross for us.          

 God didnõt hold back and 
make the cross the last word.  Our 
faith leads us to give what we can 
ð 10%, 7%, 5%, 1%, more or less.  
We are called to give in charity 
and love so that through our lives 
the world will know that the love 
of Christ never ends.  
 

   What is God calling you to give 
this year?   Even if your income 
has changed dramatically, what is 
God calling you to give as you 
make your statement of faith?  
 

 

 

{Eleven year old Hallie sat qui-
etly while the other children in 
her Sunday School class were 
talking about their allowances, 
particularly how low their al-
lowances were in the face of all 
their expenses.   When asked if 
she thought her allowance was 
big enough she replied, òOf 
course, why wouldnõt it be?ó  
When asked how much it was, 
she replied, òTen dollars a 
week.ó 
Even the children who received 
less than that per week didnõt 
understand how Hallie could 
think that was enough.  
 

òItõs enough,ó she replied stub-
bornly.  òI give one dollar a 
week to the church, and put 
three dollars a week into sav-
ings.   
 (Continued on page 9) 
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TAKE A LOOK  . . . 
 

Check out the Menõs Retreat, 

òWhatever Road you Traveledó 

and info on volunteering to 

serve at Brewerõs games! 

Mission Statement We are  Godõs people striving to become committed disciples 

of Jesus Christ. By nurturing our diverse gifts we desire to learn, care, support, 

pray and serve so that we may become a dynamic force of love in the world. 

A FEBRUARY STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE 
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1st Church  News and Notes  

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

Knitters and crocheters at First United 

Methodist Church have busy fingers cre-

ating to make loving shawls for people 

needing the warm arms of concern 

wrapped around them.  Besides the obvious reasons of 

comfort during illness or grief, shawls are given for times 

of joy and celebration. 

   Each shawl or lap robe is delivered with a card contain-

ing a prayer of blessing and a special message from 

FUMC that the recipient may find Godõs love, comfort and 

peace as they wear it. 

   Some members meet at the church to work on the 

shawls, enjoy conversation, and to bless completed 

shawls while others work at home including prayers as 

they knit or crochet. In the past 2 ı years weõve given 

155 shawls to persons in 5 states.  Weõve received many 

special letters of thanks, which are included in a scrap-

book of our activities. 

   Thank you to all who have contributed yarn and or 

money to our ministry.  Thanks especially to the Endow-

ment Board for faithfully helping to support us since our 

beginning.  It costs almost $20.00 to make each shawl.  

Suggested yarn is Lion Brand Homespun and 3 skeins 

are needed for each shawl-4 skeins for a lap robe.  

   Creating a comforting shawl is rewarding.  If you would 

like to become involved, come join us.  We meet at 6:30 

pm the 2nd Monday of each month at church.  All ages are 

welcomed. 

 

FUMC MEMBER and  

Former HUHS student,  

Featured in: 

 

UW Madisonõs Wisconsin Singers! 
 

   Itõs been such a pleasure to watch our church family 

children grow and see their accomplishmentsñand there 

have been many. I am writing to share the joy of my 

daughter, Amy Collett, being the trombone player in the 

Wisconsin Singers. The Wisconsin Singers are the UW-

Madisonõs Show Choir. This is Amyõs second year with the 

troupe and I have been working to get her a hometown 

show. The Hartford Area Band Parents are sponsoring 

this show, and we want to show appreciation for the out-

standing music program at Hartford Union High School. 

Amy being in this Broadway-style show honors their ef-

forts.  

   Choreographed by New York professionals, this show 

has high energy dance, great vocals, many participants in 

it ,  the big band sound and is family appropriate. 

     Because of sponsorships, this show is budget priced. 

We invite you all to attend this awesome show and to 

help make this concert a success. It is being held at the 

Schauer Center on February 22nd at 2:00 p.m. Tickets are 

available at the Schauer Center for $9.00 for students/

seniors and $11.50 for adults. Look for the poster on the 

bulletin board outside the church office. 

 

 

FUN & FELLOWSHIP,  

all in the name of  

a GREAT Cause! 
 

   The basement of First United Methodist Church and its 

transformation into a Fellowship Area with a youth focus 

was typical of how members of FUMC come together 

around a common cause.  Now that the basement is, for 

all practical purposes, finished, some may wonder how 

they can capture that sense of accomplishment; that 

sense of working for the church and with fellow members 

of their church family.  Never fear, fun, fellowship and 

accomplishment are nearer than you may realize and al-

though its not a ôbricks-n-mortarõ project, it is fun ôworkõ 

none-the-less! 

   Learn who can belt out ôICE COLD DRINKSõ , ôHOT 

DOGSõ and ôPEANUTSõ with the best of them!  Enjoy an 

afternoon, evening or weekday at the stadiumõs conces-

sion stand with FUMC members of your choice.  Car-pool 

with fellow concession stand ômoonlightersõ sometime 

soon so that you are prepared for OPENING DAY of  

BREWERS BASEBALL.  ALL this can be yours for the time 

it takes to train within the depths of the Brewer Stadium 

(this may be worth the trip alone as most of us would 

never have this experience otherwiseéseeing ôbackstageõ 

of the stadium OR when it is ôvirtuallyõ EMPTY!) and sign-

ing up to participate as part of the FUMC Concession 

Crew for a game, or two or three or ????  

   Did you know that MANY of the concession stands are 

run by groups of volunteers like ourselves?  It is ôfast 

foodõ 101, for those longing for their high school/college 

days, but instead of earning minimum wage with NO tips, 

you may earn a few ôextraõ dollars and the profit from the 

FUMC Concession Crew members on duty for any particu-

lar game have their profit divided among the members 

and placed either in their own family account or, in the 

case of a member wishing to participate but not having a 

need to maintain a church camp or Mission Trip account, 

they could ôdonateõ their proceeds to the group at large.   

Mission trips generally incur some sort of miscellaneous 

expense minimally for travel (think gasoline fund).  
                            (BASEBALL continued on page 8) 
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A More Fruitful 
Congregation:  
Intentional Faith 
Development 
Last month I re-
flected on my 
reading of 
Robert Schnaseõs 
book òFive Prac-
tices of Fruitful 
Congregations.ó   

    I  briefly commented on our progress 
in  òRadical Hospitalityó and 
òPassionate Worshipó in our congrega-
tion.   In òPassionate Worshipó I asked 
if there were people who would make 
òworship notesó and reflect on the total 
worship experience on Sunday morning 
and from time to time meet with others 
to share those notes toward the pur-
pose of more passionate worship.  Are 
there those in the congregation who 
would still respond?  Is anyone inter-
ested in this ministry?                       
   This month I would like to discuss 
òIntentional Faith Development,ó the 
third practice of òfruitfuló congrega-
tions that Schnase lifts up.  The church 
began powerfully in homes and small 
groups as Acts tells us.  òThey devoted 
themselves to the apostlesõ teaching 
and fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers.ó Acts 2:42 
Even when the òMethodistó movement 
began in England it was empowered 
and given direction by the formation of 
classes, bands and societies.  To belong 
they made a covenant with each other 
to attend the public worship of God: 
reading scriptures and expounding on 
Scripture, receiving the Lordõs Supper 
and commit to private prayer and the 
reading of scriptures.  The leader 
asked, òHow is it with your soul, to-
day?ó giving each an opportunity to 
reflect on their spiritual growth. 
John Wesleyõs (1738) rules for the 
"Band Societies" give us a notion on 
how important intentional faith devel-
opment was in strengthening the move-
ment of òMethodism,ó a movement that 
helped transform England in difficult 
and exciting times. 
"The design of our meeting is to obey 

that command of God, ôConfess your 
faults one to another, and pray for an-
other ð that you may be healedõ" (James 
5:16).  "To this end we intend:                                                             
1. To meet once a week, at the least.                             
2. To come punctually at the hour ap-
pointed, without some extraordinary 
reason.                                           
3. To begin (those of us who are pre-
sent) exactly at the hour with singing or 
prayer.                                          
4. To speak, each of us in order, freely 
and plainly the true state of our souls 
without the faults we have committed in 
thought, word, or deed, and the temp-
tations we have felt since our last meet-
ing.                                                         
5. To end every meeting with prayer, 
suited to the state of each person pre-
sent." 
 First United Methodist Church 
does provide some opportunities for 
òIntentional Faith Development.ó   

 

\ From the Backside Bible Studies, 
led by Jay Triick, have been a part of 
the small group bible studies this fall 
and now this winter on Tuesday eve-
nings at 7 PM their doing òEaster from 
the Backside.ó   

\ Intergenerational Bible Study  An 
intergenerational bible study will soon 
be held led by Glenn Lepien and Bill 
Jahn.   

\ Sunday morning in the Adult 
Class room, seeking understanding, 
noting greater diversity in our culture 
the òAdult Classó are studying the Five 
Great Religions:  Judaism, Christianity, 
Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism.  They are 
presently studying the Hinduism of In-
dia.  They are enjoying the growth of 
understanding.  

\ òWhat Does It Mean to Be a United 
Methodist?ó (Sunday Jan. 25, Feb. 1, 
8, 15 9:50ñ10:45 AM in Chapel-
Library) is an opportunity to acquaint 
or reacquaint yourself with the roots 
and ways of the UMC. 

\ You may also want to join in the 
United Methodist Women reading 
program and get together with others 
to discuss the books.  I am presently 
reading one of their reading options 

òThree Cups of Teaó about a mountain 
climber who becomes a builder of 
schools for children in Pakistan.  

 

\ óNewó Wednesday Brown Bag 
Bible Study: Other Churches have done 
òBrown Bagó Bible Studies around the 
noon hour on Wednesdays.  I have de-
cided to lead a òBrown Bag Bible 
Studyó starting on February 4  on 
Wednesdays for an hour between 11:45 
AM and 1 PM.  Bring your lunch and 
your Bible and weõll study the Bible for 
an hour on Wednesdays in your busy 
week.  Bring your ideas on what pas-
sages you would search.   
 
   How would you like to see our Church 
become more òfruitfuló through Inten-
tional Faith Development.  The church 
was strengthened through intentional 
faith development as reported in the 
books of Acts, and was a force behind 
the success of the òMethodist move-
ment.ó    
 
Here are some questions on which to 
reflect:   
 
1. What time slot is best for you to 
make it to a meeting?  
 
2. What are your needs for intentional 
faith development?  Age level spiritu-
ality, bible study skills, covenant group, 
gift oriented ministry, parenting, mar-
riage, stewardship, prayer, witnessing 
skills, ministry and service skills, Chris-
tian leadership skills.  Lay Speaking.  
Class leading skills, Oth-
ers:____________. 
 
Remember, to become a more fruitful 
congregation history tells us that each 
of us needs to be intentional about our 
faith devel- opment 
and together we will 
become a dynamic 
force of love in the 
world. 
 
 
 
 

From the Desk of Pastor Brian... 
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Sunday, February 1, 2009 Mark 
1:21-28 
Some people are powerless to help 
themselves. Evidently this man in the 
Synagogue where Mark says Jesus was 
teaching was one of these disturbed 
people who needed outside intervention. 
It took a command from Jesus to set this 
man free from his demons. You and I 
donõt have that kind of authority. But we 
can help people who are deeply trou-
bled. Not by ourselves, perhaps, but we 
can help.  Donõt enable the problem.  
Get help.  Trust God to help. 
Readings:  Deuteronomy 18:15-20; 
Psalm 111; I Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 
1:21-28   

 
Sunday, February 8, 2009   Mark 
1:29-39  
Question: Whatõs God like?  
Answer:   God is like Jesus.  
Question:  Is God a personal God?  
Answer:   Yes.  
Question: Is God a loving God?  
Answer:   Yes.  
Question: Is God responsive to our 
needs?  
Answer: Yes.  
Question: How do I know?  
Answer:  Jesus. Everything about Jesus 
shows us everything we need to know 
about God. 

Readings:  Isaiah 40:21-31; Psalm 
147:1-11;  
I Corinthians 9:16-23; Mark 1:29-39 
 

Sunday, February 15, 2009 Mark 
1:40-45                                                                   
Jesus reached out and touched the 
leper.  Why did he do it? You know 
why. òFilled with compassioné 
touched the man.ó Thatõs the problem 
with Jesus in many peopleõs minds. 
Heõs too compassionate, soft-hearted, 
forgiving, easy to accept peopleõs 
shortcomings, even willing to do for 
people what they ought to do for 

themselves. Can we ignore the fact 
that if Christ were not compassionate, 
forgiving, accepting, none of us 
would stand a chance of salvation. 
We are stuck with a compassionate 
Christ.  Now, what does Christ expect 
out of you and me?  
Readings: 2 Kings 5:1-14; Psalm 30; I 
Corinthians 9:24-27; Mark 1:40-45 
 
Sunday, February 22, 2009   
Mark 9:2-9 

   History is full of examples of peo-
ple who have abused scripture, who 
have interpreted it to satisfy their 
own selfish aims. But, a knowledge of 
the scriptures, both Old Testament 
and New, gives us a strong founda-
tion for building a healthy and in-
formed faith.  Jesus said, òYou have 
heard it said. .. .(in Deuteronomy. 
òDonõt murder!ó), but I say to you . . .
(donõt even be angryé!ó). 
Readings: 2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalm 50:1-
6; II Corinthians 4:3-6 

 
 

Ash Wednesday February 25, 2009  7 
PM  Holy Communion and the Imposition 
of Ashes 1:30 and 7 PM  Readings: 
Matthew 6:1-6;16-21; Joel 2:1-2, 12-
17; Psalm 51:1-17; II Corinthians 5:20b-
6:10 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Brown Bag Bible Study 
 

Searching the Scriptures 
 

 

 

 

 

Starts on  

February 4th   2009  

 

 

 

Wednesdays   

12:00 Noon ð 1 PM 
 
 

~       ~       ~       ~       ~       ~           
   The    

   School of  

   Christian  

   Mission 
 

   

                  If you have never been to the 

School of Christian Mission, now is 

the perfect time to try it out.   We 

are studying about Sudan, Native 

American Survival and Food and 

Faith.  Not only that, but one of our 

teachers is our very own, Bishop 

Linda Lee.  

     The School of Christian Mission 

is in Stevenõs Point at the Ra-

mada.   

As you are learning, studying, and 

praying, you can also enjoy the hot 

tub, the pool, the young people and 

the great food.   

    You can come for a day! Drive in 

Day is  on July 20.  Get a mini-

school with all subjects, or the 

week-long from July 21-24 th.  Reg-

istration will be posted online and 

in the Catch the Vision in March.   
  



CHILDRENõS  

MINISTRIES 

 

BIRTH THRU 5TH 

GRADE 
 

Calling all  people  

12 years old and older! 
 

   We NEED VOLUNTEERS  in the 

Nursery. One paid staff will be with 

you at all times so the children have 

consistency. However to help cut 

cost, we REALLY need Volunteers. 

Sign-up in the nursery room today or 

contact Doreen VanMinsel. Thank 

you! 
 

Celebrate Families Week starting Feb 

8th.The Kick-Off Event is at Washing-

ton County Fair Park from 11am-

4:00pm with activities for ALL ages, 

including Disc-golf, geo-caching, Wii, 

Inflatable Fun Show, fingernail art, 

face painting, rock climbing and 

more.  All FREE!  So make your plans 

now for this GREAT FREE FAMILY 

EVENT. 

*      *      *      *      *      *      *      *  

Family Game Night Friday Feb. 6th at 

7pm in the Fellowship Hall. Contact 

Dina Lane with any questions 673-

4911 
 

*      *      *      *      *      *      *      *  

Scout Sunday Feb. 8th contact Lori 

Vander Pas with any questions 673-

6641 

*      *      *      *      *      *      *      *  
 

Family Sledding / Campfire Sunday 

Feb. 15  from 2 - 3:30pm. Bring your 

sleds & camp chairs. Hot Cider will 

be provided, plus 2 sleds. Contact 

Doreen if questions. 

*      *       *      *      *      *      *      *  
 

Pedro Account: Thank you to those of 

you that have been able to donate to 

the Pedro account. As the song goes 

"He's Got the Whole World, in his 

hands" and it is nice to see that we 

are able to help in this area. The 

"Well" is still in the entry for anyone 

who wishes to donate. Thank you. 

*      *      *      *      *      *      *      *  
 

Gilligan's Island & The Seven Deadly 

Sins - Bible Study: Join us Thursdayõs 

Feb. 19, 26 and March 5 at 6:30pm 

for this unique Rescue Movie/Bible 

Study. We are doing this in 3 parts. 

Anyone who has seen Gilligan's Is-

land or would like to see an episode, 

is welcome to this Bible Study. Sign 

up will be outside Doreen's office 

door or contact Doreen for further 

information. (Childcare provided, 

however if possible a donation would 

be helpful to cover the childcare cost. 

Thank you.) 

*      *      *      *      *      *      *      *  
 

Camping Opportunities 
 

Family Winter Camp Weekend Feb 

27- March 1st at Lake Lucerne. 

Sledding, relaxation, hot cocoa, and 

fun. Cabins are rented. 

 

 Family Summer Camp Weekend Aug 

7-9th at Pine Lake. 

Retreat Center is reserved with hotel 

type camping again this year! 

Bring on the rain!  We have board 

games! Bring on the sun!  There is a 

lake, sand volleyball, and kids play 

area! 

Please contact Lynnette at (920)625

-3740 if you would like more informa-

tion or  if you plan to attend.  

*      *      *       *      *       *      *      *  
 

Veggie Tales Afternoon:  

 

Pirates Who Don't Do Anything -

Saturday Feb. 21 - pre-show craft at 

2:30pm - Show at 3:00pm. True he-

roes are those who do what they 

know is right, no matter how difficult 

it is. They don't need strength, beauty 

or extraordinary achievements... they 

trust God to supply all they need for 

the adventure ahead! Contact Heidi 

Gottfried 224-3193 or Tina Collett 

673-0591 for further information. 
   

 

Doreen VanMinsel 

 

LENTEN 

WORSHIP 

 SCHEDULE 
 

 This year as in past 

years, we will have rotating 

ecumenical worship service. 

The schedule for these ser-

vices is outlined below: 

 
February 25thñAsh Wednesday 

 7:00 Worship at FUMC 

 

March 4th  7:00 pm at Redeemer 

 Lutheran 

 

March 11th  7:00 pm St. Kilianõs 

 

March 18th 7:00 pm  St. Aidenõs 

 

March 25th 7:00 pm St. Maryõs of  

 The Hill  

 

April 1st 7:00 pm St. Johnõs UCC 

 

April 8th 1:30 & 7 pm Maundy  

Thursday Worship here at FUMC 

 

April 9th 1:00 pm Good Friday 

 Worship at FUMC 

 

April 12th EASTER SUNDAY 
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