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HE CROSS

Mission Statement We ar e Godds people striving

TAKE A LOOK of Jesus Christ. By nurturing our diverse gifts we desire to learn, care, support,
Read about the Jr. High pray and serve so that we may become a dynamic force of love in the world.
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Jr. High
Mission Trip Meeting
Sunday, Jan. 11 at 11:00
for parents and youth

Payment deadlines, fundraising and
enrollment paperwork will be discussed.

Please bring your calendars
and your checkbooks

*x * * *

YOUTH ROOM TO BE OPEN
TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS AFTER SCHOOL
5:00 PM BEGINNING Januaryh6

* *x *x * % %

NURSERY NEWS

Nursery Care  for children 0 -6 years of age is
now available in our nursery in between ser-
vices as well as during services. (8:15am -
12:15pm)
For children 7 years  and older we do offer an
unsupervised table area in our Fellowship
Hall, with various activities.

Also our church has a wonderful children's li-
brary where children can read.

Volunteer Nursery attendants are still

needed any time from 8:15 - 12:15, please
look for the sign up sheet in the nursery. One
paid staff still will be in there for the entire

time, so it is easier on the children. Any ques-
tions or concerns contact Doreen

Serving as an Acolyte

itds not | ust Adolgte inskuctidnsfora ny |
adults will take place in the Sanctuary on January ©8
from 10 to 10:30 a.m.

The Acolyte is a Worship Leader, an important member
of the Worship Team for each worship service. The Es-
sential Stewardship Committee of the Worship Commit-
tee wants adults to be comfortable serving as aco-
lytes;so, on the 18n, please attend Coffee Hour and then
come on over to the Sanctuary at 10 a.m. to find out
about being an acolyte.

Please join me in reflecting the light of Jesus,

Lori Vander Pas (673641/573 -2250)
vanderpas@netwurx.net)

~ e o~ e e e e e e e e e e e e e o~~~

Scout Sundayis February 8th. All
Scouts interested in participating,
please contact Lori Vander Pas
(673-6641/573 2250, vander-
pas@netwurx.net

~ o~~~ e e e e e e e e e e e o~ o~

MISSION COMMITTEE
RECOMMENDS BOOK

We highly recommend you read
Three Cups of Tea best selling
book which is in our church library.
the uplifting story of Greg Mortenso
and his remarkable humanitarian
Campaign to build schools in Paki-
stan and Afghanistan.
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From the Desk of Pastor Brian

Pastor
reading and
reflections.

been

gregations. 0
Robert Schnase says that
churches need to set their sights
on being fruitful in 5 areas:
Hospitality, Worship, Faith de-
velopment, Missional Service
and Generosity. Let me reflect
on two of these areas from my
perspective as pastor.

OWel come one
therefore, just as Christ has wel-
comed you, for the glory of
Go d 'Rbmans 1b:7].

Hospitality: Our
EvangelisprHospitality Team
has been working on making
our church more accessible,
and friendly, especially to new
people who visit. We are
making contact with more peo-
ple with the PINK SHEETS! In-
dividuals in our church have
discovered ways they can in-
vite and welcome new people
and those who have been inac-
tive back into ministry. We
have made our nursery a pre-
dictable reality especially for
new parents whose children
are new to the church experi-
ence. Nursery care is avail-
able all morning even during
fellowship time between ser-
vices. What a plus for those
who can then enjoy worship
fellowship, and adult education
without a lot of parental
oworries. o
new people, they have appre-
ciated the efforts of our wel-
coming educational ministries

of
The

alhot herl t 0s

We are learning hos-
pitality and Jesus is teaching us
more through experience. We
noted that a newcomer re-
turned after a few weeks of

Br i aabgserce. They wentinto fel-

| owship ti me
and everyone
up. 6 This per
ogrouped out!o
stranger
bdem to wotslipuahd fedlawship
bedovetard @xperienced a
warm welcome.

Reflecting on this situa-
tion, the Administrative Council
talked about the possibilities
for keeping an eye out for
people who oI
onot
time, worship, hallway, parking
easi
when you are a teacher,
server, organizer, at your
Opost o6 or are
iar fellowship among those
familiar church faces yourself.
We are learning that hospital-
ity is the whole church reaching
out to welcome and receive
people into the fellowship of
Christ at First United Methodist
Church. Could you see yourself
making connections for those
who need a special welcome
on Sunday morning, whether
new or in need of renewal in
their experience of fellowship?

even t

ooko
connectedod

er

hun

OHow |l ovely is yo
place, O Lord of hosts! My soul
longsindeed it faints for the
courts offsalinhe Lor

84:1,2]

Worship We as hu-
man beings have a need to be
touched by the Spirit in wor-
ship. Worship of God that calls
out of us the very renewal of
our soul. I hear from people

Wh e ccdsionally &b&ut thew wor-

ship experience. | have been
told repeatedly that the music
leads them beyond their woes

gifts: sweetness of a singing

chil dds aura; po¢
that lifts the spirit; tender re-
fl ection that t ¢

depths, comforting peace that
disperses tension and brings a
fhealing teaw a beanpng smile.
®eppleocanpedram worship with
fotkelr dhurches t lowa plaeedof o r
evgrship jedt tb experiekoe mia-
istgy fof thte Bperiytiiralgh music!

Music gives voice to
our amazement as we share
God-sightings, celebrations
and bring our
God for blessing.

Worship gives oppor-
tunity for us to experience
GosldlsatWed dot o u:
formis eur life onvalsed us disci-
ples of Christ, renewing the
vesydmage ot Gocawithindus. n e
In other words worship moves
our hearts toward God and
dindg us together fwith wtheks -

It is a unifying experience and
a personal experience.

How is your worship
experience on Sunday morn-
ing? | believe you might be
able to help us make our wor-
ship even more passionate and
transforming!

W (

| am looking
for those who would make
worship Onotes,
on the total worship experi-
ence on Sunday morning and
from tichere time eetgwith
others to share those notes.
Everyoneds expel
@&odads personal but by sharing
together we might offer each
other new insights for the prac-
tice of worship to the glory of
God.

If you would call me
(673-3290) and sign up to
share Onotes, 6
practice and grow in our pas-
sion for meaningful worship

for children, and andoclaserto Godo The shoirs
and peopl e ar e fr bringalvarigty a spiritual
January 2009 First United Methodist Church & Hartford, Wisconsin



Themes to Beqgin a New Year
Faithful Visioning Bonding Worship  Journey in Spirit

Sunday January 4, 2009eremiah 31:714; Psalm 147:12 O ; E p h eld;iJahm1s1181 6 3
The Gospel of John puts the emphasis not grastibut on our future. Not on our regrets, but on our possibili-
ties. The Gospel of John 118 is focused not on what we have been, or even what we are now. Rather, it focuses on whz

we can yet be: oYet to all who received him, to those
God . : .0 I sndt that what y o u-tokmow dekp irroar&daitsyhatwoa nan bea s
morethan we are today-that you and have aightt o become a child of God? -tosndt
know that we can live the next 365 days confidently aware that our life matibekaow that God is with us and that we
can do all things through Christ Jesus who strengther
right to become children of God. 6 What speci al power
ages OLord, You are more precious than silver. ¢ Si |
Sunday January 11, 200%enesis 1:56; Psalm 29; Acts 10:343; Mark 1:411 (Holy Communion) Technology will make
us happier! Thatodés part of our cul NiwanaMearsviile oupfamily relawe 6 r

tionships are in shambles, the teen pregnancy rate is leveling off. Thank God or contraception! Sadepassaits are
soaring. People are suffering from all kinds of emotional disorders. The script has failed. The sooner we are aware of t
the better off we will be. Baptism is the acceptance of a new script for the drama of the Christian life. Remember your

Baptism and be thankful!! The Church is in the oO0busir
a new script. Have you checked your script lately? s it the right one? Who wrote your script? Parents? Boss? Frien
Culture? Church? Are these all contributors to yol

were given and may have confirmed when you joined the church? Do you neeite oéyour script? Well, where do
you want to start? Theme Images: Water; Dove; Holy Spirit; Sandels.

e 7-\\!""'%||||||§";I"‘ Sunday January 18, 2009
‘fw@@ | Samuel 3: 410(11-20); Psalm 1 3986, 13-18;
&7 | Corinthians 6:320; John 1:4345.

HUMAN RELATIONS DAY OFFERING

When Christianity was born, it was the radical cotsukure. Our faith was born in a time and world of moral and
sexual decadence and abuse. And so Christians set themselves apart by embracing a higher standard. We are approa
ing a similar situation today. But, today many Christians are adopting the ways of the greater society. Young people wil

al ways struggle with the issue of sex. Hor mones start
growing up. But there is confusion on the part of their parents and even their grandparents about this important issue.
Paul speaks to ancient Corinth and to us. OFl ee fror

but he who sins sexually sigginsthisownbody. Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in
you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. How do you understand s¢
ual responsibility? How does your family understand sexual responsibility? Theme Images: Unity, Circle of Hands; Hu
Relations Day;

Sunday January 25, 2009Jonah 3:15; 10; Psalm 62:5.2; 1 Corinthians 7:231; Mark 1:1420

What Jonah did not understand was that God he served
people who act in a certain way when they are in church but act entirely different when they are in thasoffiGed

could see them in church, but not in the wor kpl aee. |
out . 6 We think our mi sdeeds are hidden, t hat we ar e
where God doesndt see what you are doing? What does

cost of avoidance? Can you count that cost? Theme Images: Burlap or sackcloth; a whale/a fish; images of many pec
together.
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1st Church Info!

Youth News

STARTING JANUARYTe Youth Room will be open afteschool until 5:00
on Tuesdays and Thursdays for the youth to just hang out. They can play

games, do homework, or just enjoy each others company. So if you are look-

ing for some fellowship stop over and bring a friend. (We are also looking for
adults who would be willing to chaperone on occasion during this time.
Please let Patti Bertling or Becki Swenson know if you are available)

Programo MargaretWilber
April 21

Hostess Melissa Richards
Program i Lisa Blackburn
May 20

Hostess Carla Kramoris
Programd Lori VanderPas
September 16

With the start of a new year we hope to see a new energy in attendance of ou' qctass Margaret Wilber

youth programs. Hunting and the Holidays are over and a new years resolu-
tion can be to get in touch/stay in touch with Jesus and your church friends.

Programd Carla Kramoris
October 20

When thinking of ways to make changes in your life at the start of a new year Hostess Tina Collett

strengthening your ties with Christ and the church should be first on your list.

If it is, than everything else will just fall into place. So make the effort and see

what happens. You will be pleasantly surprised! Looking forward to see you

all at Sunday School Riptide and CHAOS. Please check our website regularly

for up to date details. www.fumcharford.comand click on Youth Ministry.
Dates to remember:

March 29 -Youth Sunday and Spaghetti Dinner
May 1,2,3 6 Junior High Convo

If you ever have any questions, concerns, ideas or would like to be part of our

youth program please email me gpatti@fumchartford.conor call 673-3290
ex. 3004.

United

March 17 Program Sharon

. Hostess Pat Lorenzen  Linstrom
Methodist  Programs RoGene May 14
McKeithen Hostess Denise Schlot-
\m‘ April 21 thauer

Hostess Laverne Fiscus Programd Mitzi McLean
Programd Joyce Kautz September 10

May 19 Hostess Betty Tietz
Hostess Donna Carroll Programd Cheryl Malko
Programd Betty Rohde October 8

September 15 Hostess Twyla Gartze

Meetings
2009

General Meetings
7:00 p.m. at Church

February 3 Hostess Judy Sterman Programd Jane Hoff-
September 8 Programd Joan Hove  mann

March 6 October 20 November 12

April 7 Hostess Joyce Kautz ~ Hostess Joyce Scadden
November 3 Programd Judy Bartlow Programd Fay Paine

November 17
Hostess Joan Hove
Programad Pat Lorenzen

Executive Meetings
7:00 p.m. at Church

February 10 October 13
July

Hope Circle Meetings
10:30 a.m. at Church

January 21

November 10 Hannah Circle Meetings Hostess Lori Vander Pas
1:00 p.m. at Church Programd Tina Collett
February 16

Mary Circle Meetings

L March 12 Hostess Lisa Blackburn
at Hostes sfgsteny faibklockow Program Carla Kramoris
Program Evie Antonpau-" 99

February 17 los March 18
Hostess RoGene Hostess Lisa DuPont
McKiethen April 2
Programad Lynn Ste- Hostess Jane Hoffmann APril 21 _ _
phenson Hostess Melissa Rich-

Programd Melissa Richards
November 18

Hostess Lisa DuPont
Program i Lori Vander Pas

Special Events

Annual Day Apart 8 January 24
Metro North & South
First UMC Waukesha

Spring Salad Luncheon -April 23

Fall Salad Luncheon & Craft
Sale - October 17

United Methodist Women
Officers 2009

President Cheryl Malko
Vice President  Margaret Wendt
Secretary Joyce Scadden
Treasurer Judy Sterman

Mission Coordinators

Spiritual Growth Doris Kienast
Social Action Joyce Kautz
Education & Interpretation
Betty Rohde
Member/Nurture & Outreach
Lynn Stephenson
Program Resources Secretary
RoGene McKeithen
Committee of Local Church Re-
sponsibilities Judy Bartlow

First United Methodist Church & Hartford, Wisconsin
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Children's Ministries
Happenings

Doreen VanMinsel

Happy New Yearl look forward to a new an exciting year as your Children's
Ministries Coordinator. PLEASE remember if you have ANY questions, sug
tions, ideas,concerns, or problems let me know. You can contact me at
church by phone, emaibr call me at my home 67@6211. | am hereto help
you and your children in whatever ways | can. | am trying to incorporate mc
family activities, since this has been a calling I've heard, so be sure to watc
for things that will be happening. Come and join us. You can even invite
neighbors, nonchurch family members, classmates;oworkers, etc. Remem-
ber here we haveOpen Doors, Open Minds, Open Hearts.

Jan. 9th (Friday) 7pm is Family Game Nightthe Fellowship Hall. We providt
the games, you bring a beverage and snack if you wish. You also may brint
favorite game. No need to sign up, just come that night. Contact Dina Lane
you have any questions: 6731911

Jan.16th (Friday) 7:00pm is Family Veggie Tales Movie/Children's Pajama
Partyin our Youth Room. Prshow activities at 6:30pm, movie at 7:00

pm. Bring your pillow, sleeping bag or blanket. Beverage and snack will be
provided.

Jan. 18th (Sunday)1:00pm 6:00pm Milwaukee Domes bus TripThe bus will
pick us up at church at 1pm and bring us back to church around 6pm. Sign
up and prepay is necessary because of the bus. Sigp is limited to 50, so
contact Doreen now. Total Cost is $10.00 per adult, $8.00 age®, $5.00
age5 and under(If cost is a problem, just let us know, we want everyone wil
wants to go and enjoy some warm green outdoairsdoors to attend.)

Also Jan. 18th(Sunday) | will announce the details &family Poster weekFor
the week of"Celebrate Familiesth Feb. we would like to have on display
some church family posters. We are asking church families to create a post
with their last name on top and any type of drawing they would like to repre
sent their family. It could be something you enjoy to do as a family, a favori
family movie, song, whatever you wish to draw/create as a family. Rememtk
on the top of this approximately 12 x 15 paper it should say: Fan
Let's have fun with this, join in, none of uare real artists! This is open to
every one of all ages. Posters amue into Doreen or the church officby
Sunday Feb. 1st.

Jan. 25th (Sunday) Usher Training for 6th graders during Sunday Schalslp
open to any one else who would like to have Usher training.

Jan. 30th (Friday) 7pm, Family Movie Nighipen to ALL ages, but geared
more towards 16th grade. This is not a Veggie Movie. We will be having a
vote for this movie, sowatch for details. A time to enjoy our big screen and
family fun at no cost.Popcorn and Kochid will be provided.

Camping opportunities are being processed you are interested in Winter
Camp or Church Family Summer Camp, contact Lynnette Jordan (920) 62¢
3740 or by email atlynnette@nconnect.netRemember, for everyone who
attends camp the church pays 25%.

Little Lambs
Update

Our 19 week session
starts Jan. 5th

We still have one
opening in our Tues-
day/Thursday Class.
Remember our class
size is only 10 children
per class.

Friday classes will be
taught by Michelle
Baumgartner.

Board Meetings will
be every 3rd Monday.
The next one will be
Jan. 19 at 7pm.

We are in need of 2
board members as of
June 2009 . Our treas-
urer Joy Wilson and
secretary Cheri Becker
no longer wish to be on
the board. If you are
interested please talk
with Kari Staus, Dave
Hoxworth or Stephanie
Klockow.

January 2009 First United Methodist Church & Hartford, Wisconsin
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(Building on Godos BI

management skills for the last year and a half have

been very impressed. Not too bad for a highway engi,,;,)/J

neer by profession who became part time church con /

struction foreman until all of the work was completed. Brian you are t
be congratulated for being the driving force that made everything hay
pened toward completion.

There were many unnamed workers who helped or assisted in com
pleting various stages of construction. Your efforts were very importé
and significant and hopefully your working experience were both grat
fying and rewarding to you.

In closing, special mention should also be credited to the youth
themselves for their efforts as their contributions were many. Church
members young and elder working together towards a common goal
provided meaningful interaction and great fellowship. First UMC
should be proud of what has been accomplished by providing a greé
facility for our youth and certainly we all agree that the youth are imp
tant to the church at the present time and also for the future growth

ess;nﬂﬁ

and wel |l being of our church.
Tom Paine
M I Abigail Spredemann
I eStOneS Jan. 21 Gary Koch
Greg Bidwell
ws q Alex Frommgen
Jan. 1 Verlin Wandry Jan. 22 Roland Garlid
Jan. 2 Mitchell Sutter Richard Rohde
Jan. 4 Debra Morgenstern Jan. 23 Laura Borst

Jacob Sterman
5 Christopher Vallee
Gladys Rolston

Jan. 24 Steven Marx

Jan. Zachary Lynch

Jan. 25 Camille Secola
Jan. 6 Mary Kay Lorch Bethany Bryzek
Caylie Peters Amber Rose
Jan. 7 Doug K'S_Se_l Jan. 26 Chris Wald
?f}gll)éWEtmg Jan. 27 Ellie Renzaglia
ulie Lra Jan. 28 Caryla Tuxhorn
Jan. 9 Emily Kamholz Joleen Sabel
Sean Klessig Jan. 29 Lyn Palmer
Jan. 10 Pam Brown Jan. 31 Natalie Wilson

Jan. 11 Judy Nickels
Bill Dow
Judy Blodgett
12 Terri Kolinski
Lori VanderPas
Ginger Sterman
David Vallee
13 Jackie Lepien
15 Peggy Liljegren
16 Sam Leoni
17 Dennis Carroll
Jonathan Lepien
19 Roger Endres
Abby Schmidt
20 Bob Cleland
Dina Lane
Travis Rose

ANNIVERSARIES

Jan. 01/21 VanMinsel, James & Doreen

01/24 Grandinetti, Tia & Tony
01/27 Stephenson, Tom & Lynn

01/28 Stewart, Ken & Mary
Jan.

Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

Jan.

Jan.

UMW
Reading Program

A number of books for the
2009 Reading Program are in
the library ready to be checked
out. More have been ordered
and should be here soon. So
If you have some free time or
just want to relax, choose a
book and read.

Only 4 books are required for
Pl an 1 of the p
hopeful many of you will par-
ticipate in 2009.

>d o

RoGene McKeithen
Program Resource Secretary

* * %

YOUTH ROOM TO BE OPEN
TUESDAYS AND THURS-
DAYS AFTER SCHOOL TILL
5:00 PM BEGINNING Janu-

ary 6n.

First United Methodist Church & Hartford, Wisconsin
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