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HE CROSS

Mission Statement We ar e Goddés people striving
of Jesus Christ. By nurturing our diverse gifts we desire to learn, care, support,

TAKE A LOOK . ..

Heifer Project, Christian pray and serve so that we may become a dynamic force of love in the world.
Companions, Sunday school

Christmas Day worship! ‘@ Are you wondering what to give that special person this
Christmas Season? Why not consider giving a gift of love to Heifer
International in their honor?
December Themes P.3 In December, the Mission committee will be offering you the opportu-
Youth News P2 nity to purchase a gift of rabbits, chickens, goat, cows, bees, etc. We will have
' gift cards available for you to use. This is an opportunity to support families
Milestones p.7 around the world, as well as showing your family and friends that you care.

This is truly a gift that keeps on giving, as Heifer recipients are to give
CONTACT INFORMATION an offspring of their glft t o anot he
committee in Fellowship Hall on Dec. 4th, 11th and 18th.

First United Methodist Church Any guestions, please contact Sharon Linstrom at 6739

138 Iest Monroe Avenue SPECIAL WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Hartford, 53027 262.673.3290
Www.fumchartford.com

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM:

Pastor DECEMBER 11TH AS PART OF THE
Paul Johnsen
10:45 WORSHIP SERVICE.
Christian Education Director
Doreen VanMinsel CHRISTMAS EVE, SATURDAY DECEMBER 24TH:
Doreen@fumchartford.com 4:00 PM & 8:00 PM
Volunteer Assimilation Coordinator CHRISTMAS DAY SUNDAY DECEMBER 25TH 10:00 AM WORSHIP

H

Rachel Garza
rachel@fumchartford.com
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Annual Church Conference
7pm, Tuesday December 13, 2011

Office Managers
Robin Pfotenhauer & Kari Staus

CTE TSI Rl CE Refreshments and Childcare Will Be Provided!
Little Lambs Preschool =+ Please note the day of the week
Director/Teacher . - . .

Deb Justman As it is different than previous years
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CHRISTIAN COMPANIONS TO MEET

Jorge Mayorga-Solis . Christian C_:ompanions will have th_eir anngal Christmf_;ls Potluck and
Our Missionary White Elephant Bingo on December 11th immediately following the 10:45
Paul Webster worship service. Please join us! Call Doug Gordon for more det&l82-966 -
2180

littlelambs@fumchartford.com

District Superintendent



MISSION COMMITTEE

The Mission Committee would like to meet
and greet you in Fellowship Hall odanuary
8t between services. We would like to
share stories about our sponsored missionary in Africa,
Paul Webster. We do have a covenant with him for his
work there. With this thought in mind we would like to
share a give with him to help support his work on the
farm in Mujila Falls.

—

A gift to help support his work would be very much appre-
ciated and we thank you in advance! God is at work with
Paul and all the wonderful people of God that work and
serve on the farm. We are hoping our gift will help with
the animals and crops. Let

God is good, All the time!
The Mission Committee

OUR NEWEST MEMBERS

Norman and Lucille Akioined on Sunday, October 30.
The Akins have been married for 61 years. They raised 5
children, have 10 grandchildren and have 2 greagirand-
children.

Lucille is a retired elementary school teacher having
taught 28 years in Brown Deer. Norman is a retired high
school teacher who taught math and physics in Milwau-
kee for 28 years. Norman is also a World War 1l veteran.
They lived in the Town of Erin for 38 years and Hartford
for the last 7 years.

When asked why they wanted to join this congregation,
the Akins responded: "We joined First United Methodist
Church because the people are very friendly and share
many of our religious beliefsWe also like the minister
and his thought provoking sermons."

Please welcome Norman and Lucille!

THANK YOU

Words cannot do justice in expressing my &
gratitude for all the love and supportyou *
have shown my family and me during this difficult time.
Kevinds tragic death
those who were blessed to have known him. The kind-
ness you have shown us through your prayers, phone
calls, visits, meals and financial contributions, has been
overwhelming and will never be forgotten. You have been
the hands and feet of Christ, enveloping us in His love. |
am forever grateful and pr
will live in your hearts.

Ann Conroy

FAMILY BINGO & make up Chrismon Créfiday Dec.
2nd in the Fellowship Hall from 6:30pr8:00pm.

HANGING of the Chrismons 12/04A Chrismoris a type

of Christmas tree decoration usually white and gold only;
used in many churches and often in the homes of Chris-
tians.

Preschool= STAR"They followed the Star to baby Jesus".
Kindergarten= BELL-"The Bell rang to call people to
Church ".

1st & 2nd Grade= DOVEThe Dove is a sign of the Holy
Spirit- God is with us".

3rd & 4th Grade= HARP- "The symbol for music to praise
God".

5th & 61 Grade= BUTTERFL=Y he symbol of Eternal life,
through Jesus Christ his followers are borne to a new life".
7th = SHAMROCKThe 3 leaves make the clover an easily
understood symbol of the TrinityFatherSon & Holy

Spirit.

8th= CROSS & CROWNhese symbolize the reward of
the faithful in the life after death to those who believe in
the crucified Savior. o0Be
you the crown of life.

"Enchantment in The Park "at Washington County Fair
This year our SR. High Youth and leaders have volun-
teered their time to work 4:30pm9:30pm on Sunday

Dec. 11th for this wonderful project. Come out and enjoy
the Christmas season, with all the beautiful lights and
music from the Rotary Clubs, and say "Hello" to our youth
and leaders.

PREK6th Grade Christmas Programill be Dec. 11thas
the main part of the 10:45am service. All are Welcome. A
big Thank you to Jeannette Rouse (Director), Pam Brown
and Robin Pfotenhauer for everything they are doing for
this 2011 Christmas Program. Please try to have your
children here as much as possible for Sunday School,
since they are practicing the songs. They should also
come to Sunday School on the 11th.

Annual CAMP COOKIE AUCTWiINake placeDec.

18th in between services. What a wonderful way to help
our Church Campers get funds and less baking for your-
self. Bids will be accepted until 11:00am.

JR. & SR. High Carolirgec. 18th.Meet at Church at
2pm. We will be visiting 5 different Care Centers in Hart-

bring a dish to pass plus a $5.00 unisex gift for a game
we play. End time is 7:30pm.

TASTE of Washington Counffyundraiser for the Boys &
Girls Club) will take place Thursday Dec. 1 at the Wash-
ington County Fair Grounds. Cost is $40.00 per person,
with many wonderful foods to taste from the area Includ-
ing our own Church member d
Continued on
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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR PAUL

"Christmas Stories" for those who mourn in Ziofi to give
As we prepare for Christmas this yearthem a garland instead of ashes, the

I invite you to make worship part of oil of gladness instead of mourning,
your story. Christmas is more than the mantle of praise instead of a faint
jingle bells and eggnog.Together we spirit. They will be called oaks of right-
remember a night long ago when Maneousness, the planting of thd.oRrRQ to
and Joseph were in desperate need oflisplay his glory.

a place to stay. All they found was a

little cave, used as a barn behind an December 18 The Fourth Sunday of

Sarah and | began our ministry in Su-
perior, which is a long drive from just
about anywhere in Wisconsin. One
year when our oldest son, Ben, was
four and our youngest son, Ted, had
just celebrated his first birthday we
had a memorable experience. Since

: - old inn. It was there that Mary gave Advent: Peace
véztvﬁgrtdoi?]%T;,Ztmsﬁgi’argﬂsm"y birth to her first born son and named Sermon o0Do Not Be
for most of the Johnéens in the par- him Jesus. Little did she know that Paul Johnsen, preaching.
sonage. But, my parents stayed at a Jesus would change the lives of so Luke 1:26-38

little family run motel about two blocks many people. And he came to her and said,

away. On Christmas Eve, our oldest __ q tor all of 0Greetings, favored
decided that he wanted to stay with | ¢ 900d news forallofusNomatter j ¢ b you. ¢6But she w
his grandparents at the motelMy where we wander, Jesus goes with Usyy, his words and pondered what sort
folks were more than happy to have of greeting this might beThe angel
Ben. All was well. Have avyonderfuIAdvent andaMerys i d to her . oDo no
Christmas! for you have found favor with Godind
At about 6 in the morning, our door now, you will conceive in your womb
bell rang, repeatedly.We got up and Paul /—\ and bear a son, and you will name him
rushed to the back door.Standing on ﬂ? Jesus.He will be great, and will be
the porch in the subzero tempera- PR called the Son of the Most High, and
tures was our son, Ben. Still wearing ) the Lord God will give to him the
his sleeper, he had on his boots, his YWorship Notes for Decemberthrone of his ancestor David.
winter jacket, his mittens, and his hat.
He held his blanket close to his face. December 4The Second Sunday of December 24

Advent: Love 4:00 p.m. Family Christmas Eve
He looked up at us and said, Sermon: "The Lord Comes" Service
"Grandma and Grandpa did not want Paul Johnsen, preaching. 8:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service

to get up." And so, he got up on his ) _
own, walked out of the motel room, Isaiah 40:1-11 "Here is your God!...HeDecember 25 One Service at 10:00
shut the door and came home.Not WI” feed his flock like _a Shepherd; he a.m. No Sunday School.

only was it cold, he had to cross state Will gather the lambs in his arms and

highway 35! carry them in his bosom and gently Announcements at
lead the mother sheep."” hi
We were relieved that Ben made it Worshi

home safely. Still we were terrified at _ _
the thought of what could have hap- December 11 The Third Sunday in

pened. Ben is now thirty years Advent: Joy _ The Worship Commit-
old. Every Christmas we remind him  Sermon: "Isaiah's Christmas List" tee decided to discontinue _the_ an-

of that Christmas twentysix years ago Paul Johnsen, preaching nouncement time at the beglr_mlng of
in Superior, Wisconsin. Isaiah 61: 14, 8-11 our Sunday morning worship ser-

The spirit of the LordGopis upon me, vice. With the written announcements
The Christmas season is a wonderfulbecause theLorDhas anointed me; in the bulletin and the reminders on

opportunity to get together with family he has sent me to bring good news to the screen, the announcement time is
and friends. Christmas activates all of the oppressed, to bind up the broken- no longer needed. When we gather
our senses. We enjoy the sights and hearted, to proclaim liberty to the cap- for worship, we come to praise God,
sounds, smells and tastes of Christ- tives, and release to the prisonersp  support one another, grow in our faith
mas. We tell our stories. We likethePr ocl ai m t he year o é&ndtedckoutliotheavdld. f av o
celebrations. and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mournto provide
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Charitable Gift Annuities

Are you watching interest earnings continue to diminish as interest rates drop? Are
you worried that, when the time comes, you won't have anything left to give to your
church or favorite charity? Then, consider establishing a charitable gift annuity. This
type of planned giving is a wiwin proposition that addresses those goals and more!
You, as the donor, receive a fixed payment for the rest of your life, a charitable tax
deduction, portion of the annual payment takee (until reaching one's projected life
expectancy), and the ability to designate 90% of the remaining annuity principal to
your church or other churchrelated ministry as a charitable gift.

WHAT IS A CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY?

A Charitable Gift Annuity, or CGA for short, is a way to make a gift to your favorite
charity, and still receive an annuity payment for yourself or others. It is a contract un-
der which a charity, in return for a transfer of cash or other property, agrees to pay a
fixed sum of money over one or two lives.

WHAT WILL MY ANNUITY RATE BE?

The Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation offers CGA rates based on the rates sug
gested by the American Council on Gift AnnuitieRates are based on the age of the
annuitant(s) at the time the Charitable Gift Annuity is establishedror current rates,
please see the chart at the bottom of this article.

WILL MY ANNUITY RATE CHANGE?

Payments from a charitable gift annuity are fixed from the outset. They will neither
increase nor decrease, regardless of what happens to interest rates or the stock mar-
ket. A charity is contractually obligated to make the payments, even if it has to dip
into its general funds to do so. In the case of a joint or twdife charitable gift annu-

ity, the annuity payments will remain the same for the second annuitant after the first
annuitant dies.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF HAVING A CGA?

Gift annuity donors may want to increase their cash flow, seek the security of guaran-
teed, fixed dollaramount payments, and the security of knowing a gift will be made to
their church or other ministries upon their death no matter what happens to the re-
mainder of their estate.

HOW CAN | FIND OUT MORE INFORMATION ABOUT A CGA?

Call Jean Nicholas or Bill Helwig at the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation-at 1
888-903-9863. We will prepare an individualized computer illustration, at no obliga-
tion to you. Call us today!

Examples of current singldife rates established on July 1, 2011, and still in
effect:

Age Rate Age Rate Age Rate
50 4.2 70 5.8 90+ 9.8
55 4.4 75 6.5

60 4.8 80 7.5

65 5.3 85 8.4

Little Lambs Updateé .

Here's what happening this month at Little Lambs Preschool:

Nov. 28 -Dec. 2 Animals in Winter
December 5 -9 Winter Wonderland
December12 -16 6 Ti s i s the Season

December 19 -22  Happy Birthday Jesus!

Our Little Lambs Christmas Program will be held Thursday, December 15th at 5:45p.m.
Little Lambs Preschool will be closed when Hartford Area Schools are closed due
to unfavorable winter weather. Check for school closings on  www.todaystmj4.com

The Fall semester ends December 22nd and preschool classes resume Janaury 3, 2012.

Merry Christmas from Little Lambs Preschool!!
Deb Justman/Teacher, Director

Not es from Doreen
Kainzds son Wayne,
restaurant "Riverside Brewery" All for a
GREAT CAUSE.

NEW BOOKSstill needed for Ronald
McDonald House, Northcott Neighbor-
ing House and area Families. PLEASE
put your donations in the basket out-
side the office door. THANK YOU.
THANK YOU to our JR. High Youth and
SR. High, that went to 350 homes for
Food Pickup. THEY DID WONDERFULIy!
Thanks to the Hartford community and
our Youth leaders.

THE LOWEROUTH PARKING L@Ta
GOlAfter getting three bids, Lange-
necker Construction along with Applied
Seal Coating ,will be constructing our
lower parking lot. It will have 20 parking
stalls and one with a sign"Reserved

for Kevin Conroy" per request of Ann.
This will also be an easy in and out
route for pickup and dropoff. Thanks

to the large memorial gifts in memory
of Kevin Conroy and Youth Funds, we
have enough to get it graveled and the
light pole put in. We need $22,000 to
get black top in spring and we are so-
liciting donations. Thank you!!!!
FAMILY MOVIE Afternoon & CHAQOS
Sunday Dec. 4th Ipm for all the

noon - Packer watchers.

UMW News

Vision Turning faith, hope and love into
action on behalf of women, children
and youth around the world.And the
Lord said, Go!" and I said, "Who,
me??" And He said,"Yes, You."And |
said, "But I'm not ready yet ... and
there's company coming ... and | Can't
leave the kids ... You know there's no
one to take my place." And the Lord
said, "You're stalling." Again, the Lord
said, "Go!" And | said, "But | don't want
to." And He said"l didn't ask if you
wantedto." And | said, "Listen, I'm not
the kind of person to get involved in
controversy. Besides, my family would-
n't like it. And what would the
neighbors think?" And he said,
“Baloney!" And yet a third time the Lord
said, "Go!"And | said, "Do haveto?"
And He said;'Do you love me?And |
said, "Look, I'm scared.People are go-
ing to hate me and cut me up into little
pieces. | can'tdo it by myself." And He
said, "Where do you think I'll be?And
the Lord said,"Go!"And | sighed, "Here |
am Lord. Send me." UpcomingMeet-
ings General Meeting-Tuesday, De-
cember 6 at 7:00 at Church....... "Go!"

December 2011 First United Methodist Church & Hartford, Wisconsin



http://www.todaystmj4.com
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.

The people of The United Methodist Church”

First United Methodist Church i Hartford, Wisconsin
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