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FUMC News and Note
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October Receiving's: $43,398.66
October Payments: $27,682.99

October was a great month for receiving's! Thank
you! Here are a few highlights from the month of Oc-
tober:
*The Green Sheet (our monthly financial report) now
has a line item for the Pikes Peak Challenge so
everyone will know exactly where we are at with that
fundraising effort.
*$360 was sent to the conference for flood buckets
*$1,285 was sent to UMCOR for relief efforts in

Haiti
Please join us Sunday December 11th at noon for a
potluck and the Annual Church Conference where
the budget will need to be approved. | encourage
everyone to attend.
Wishing you all a blessed Christmas season filled
with joy, hope and love!

Ann Conroy, Treasurer
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Hereds a wonder ful
to a great and blessed start! Our Family Promise
Ministry Team will be hosting the program again
from January 8thd January 15th, 2017. Be on the
lookout for the signup sheet that will be circulating
in December.

Family Promise is finishing up another impactful
year in 2016. One of our many success stories in-
cludes a single mother of three children who en-
tered the program and within a few months was
able to find employment and stable housing, plus
arrange for one child to have muctneeded surgery.
None of that could have happened without your sup-
port!

When you share a meal, spend a few hours visiting,
or provide overnight
love and sharing your blessings with others. Many
thanks to all who help with this muckleeded pro-
gram!

The Book Corner

Miss Brenda and the Loveladieby Brenda
Spahn and Irene Zutell (Nurturing for Community):

For Brenda Spahn, entrepreneur and business-
woman, wealth was a lifestyle until a brush with the law
threatened to send her to prison. In those dark mo-
ments, Brenda made a promise to God. Spared incarcer-
ation, a renewed Brenda glimpsed into the lives of wom-
en serving time in one of the worst places in Americghe
Julia Tutwiler Prison for Women in Wetumpka, Alabama.
What she saw prompted a Gothspired vision. With a
heart to help and a will that couldn't be crushed, Brenda
fought the system and overcame tremendous obstacles
to take excons into her own home and help them navi-
gate the alien world of life on the outside.

This is the story of Brenda's journey from rags to
riches to redemption. It's the story of the first unlikely
year of her "Whole Way House" and of the extraordinary
lives of the first seven women who came to call her "Miss
Brenda." It's a story that testifies to the power of faith
and how God changes hearts every day.

Brenda Spahn is founder and executive director
of the Lovelady Center, the largest and most successful
nonprofit transitional center for women in the country. It
serves 450 women and children every day, providing sub-
stance abuse counseling, drug rehabilitation, meals child-
care, career counseling and job opportunities to women
working to establish successful lives outside of prison
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CHRISTMAS AROUND THE WC

0Christmas Around the
Sunday School program on Sunday, Decembert18t

10am in the Sanctuary. Please invite your friends and
family to witness a celebration of the birth of Jesus as

This musical presentation illustrates the familiar scrip-
ture, 0God so |l oved the
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From the desk of Pastor |

WORSHIP SCHEDULE & THEMES

“"Our Top Ten C
Favorites"”
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UMW NeWS Cheryl Malko, President

Upcoming Events: Over the past several months, the Leadership Board members
General Meeting Tuesday, December 6th at 6:30 at have been reading and discussing the bookVhat are We

church. Hannah Circle will serve as hostesses. We'll Fighting Forawvritten by UMC Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton.
celebrate Christmas as we listen to a 1Herson musi- We've also offered an opportunity for further discussion with our
cal ensemble from the Hartford High School band and church congregation. At our Monday meeting, we covered the
orchestra. We will be taking a frewill offering for the last chapter of the book entitled "Finishing with Love." Bishop
group to put towards the high school's band trip to LonBickerton suggests we consider the questiomhat are we
don in December 2017. A short business meeting will fighting to achieve?"He believes- and as Christians we should
take place after the concert during which we will install also believe-that we are fighting to preserve the good news of
our 2017 officers and approve our 2017 budget. God's love through Jesus Christ. We are fighting for unity in the
Thank you: midst of discord. We are fighting for freedom in diversity. We

to all who opened their hearts and wallets for our latest are fighting for love in the midst of it all. We are fighting fove

fund raisers- the fair trade sale, pecan sale and That's and communitythrough Jesus Christ.
My Pan and PartyLite Candle sales. These funds will
added to donations received throughout the year and
distributed in December as part of our supplemental
giving. The organizations we support with this giving
and the amounts sent to each will be discussed and
voted on at our December general meeting.

to all who attended our November general meeting and
learned more about the ongoing struggles and accom-
plishments of a local human trafficking victim, about
the Washington County Anfirafficking Advocates

bﬁ1e theme for the UMW 201&017 Program Book "A Call to
Community and the November program presented at two of our
Circle meetings was about "£ommunityof Thankful Women."
We were asked if we ever left one community to unite with an-
other, as the Jewish Christians did in 65 C.E., when they left the
Jewish community to unite with the Christian community. The
Jewish Christians were a minority within a minority that was
physically punished, publicly humiliated and imprisoned. The
scripture, from the book of Hebrews, introduced us to the tasks

group and the role that our speaker and the owners of of creating community The text presented three ways in which

the Hartford Faith and Giggles store have in that organt¥® €an put "salve” on injuries resulting frc_)m belonging to-ask
zation and about Exploit No More's purchase of a communities: (1) Concentrate on provoking one another to love

house to provide support to victims of human traffick- and do good deeds. Other than using the word "provoke” in a
ing. negative sense the program uses it in a positive wayo pro-

to our UMW members who have so graciously supported voke people to Iove' angl do good 'de_eds that require intention,
me during my tenure as President from 2009 to 2016. compassion, conscientiousness, insight, practice and prayer.

We could not have accomplished anything without the (2) Rémain in fellowship. (3) Encourage one another.

love and support from these women who have worked Miss Brend d the Loveladi ked to i ine if
together over many years to fulfill the mission of United " Miss Brenda and the Loveladiesve are asked to Imagine |

Methodist Women throughout the world "turning faith, there was a time in our life when we had not been happy, if we

hope, and love into action on behalf of women childrergad hever been to a party, restaurant, amusement park or
and );outh around the world." ' each, if it was our birthday and no one gave us a present,

to all FUMC members who continue to support our local °2ked a cake or even said "Happy Birthday," if we never knew

organization of United Methodist Women and to those about Christmas or Easter, had no photographs of us as a child,
of you who are considering joining our organization. or if we were born to someone who never wanted us and

to all the people we have recognized through our Special showed us no love. We are all children of God and we all de-

Mission presentations on UMW Sunday who have giveﬁer"e a second chance. God calls each of us to be&cammunity

their talents and time to both our church and local com—Of people who open our arms ifove to welcome the hopeless,

munity the unlovable, the ones no one wants, the ones we ourselves

and to both Pastor Brian and Pastor Paul who have given J@V€ judged.
the latitude to carry out the work of UMW

And last, the United Methodist Women Purpose states that
"United Methodist Women shall be aommunity of women

whose purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as
whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, sup-
portive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through
participation in the global ministries of the church.”

Love and Community:l stared at my computer screen for many
hours this month trying to decide what to write about for the
UMW newsletter column. Over the past several days, the an-
swer was given to me through Pastor Paul's sermon, discus-
sions at the November Leadership Board meeting, at the No-
vember UMW Circle meetings, writing the review for the Library . . .
Corner and rereading the UMW Purpose. The words that All of these describe the importance of love and community. All

jumped out at me wereloveand Communityand the difference of these ask that we love our neighbors as ourselves. As Bishop
that Community can play in our everyday lives. Pastor Paul Bickerton points out "It is a daily decision to love God and to

spoke about the importance of coming together as @mmuni- It(r)1\'/e ot{]e;s. IA deC|S|ton tg?t requwe? utsr,]to put a5|d3 IsomeG d
ty, putting our differences aside, working together and loving Ings to Ireely accept and Incorporaté the grace and love 50

one another, especially after the long political season we've all in our daily _Iives. | pray that we all strive fc_)r this opportunity to
been through enrich our lives through love and community

First United MeHlarotdfiend , ChWirsdhonsi|n December
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Faith Steps is an important part of the Sunday School
curriculum. For four weeks the 1/2nd graders learned
about Baptism & Communion, the 3/4th graders got to
know their Bibles better and 5th graders learned more
about what it means to be a Methodist. Thank you to all
the Sunday School teachers and shepherds for making
it interesting and fun to learn about God and his teach-
ings. Pictured here, you will find the 3/4th graders put-
ting the books of the Bible in order. Some quizzed each
other, others used flash cards. It was great to see them
all working together!

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

On Sunday, November 13th the congregation came to
gether to pack 60 Operation Christmas Child boxes! O
goal was 50 boxes and we thank everyone who helpec
us exceed our expectations. These boxes were shippe
with our love and generosity to Zambia, Zimbabwe, Ni
bia, Tanzania, Saint Lucia, and Madagascar. Please
keep the recipients of our love in your prayers this
Christmas season. Hopefully they will feel the love of
Jesus!
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Youth News

November sure went by fast, it was a shortened month due to the Thanksgiving holiday. We started off the month by

having our first ever karaoke night on November 6th.

youth group was over. Unfortunately, many of the Rirfg
do karaoke again.

The next weekend on November 13th, was Youth Participation Sunday. Marissa Telderer was liturgist for
first service and Alex Albrecht for second. Later that day, we enjoyed seeing the talented youth involved
with the HUHS musical Mary Poppins. Congratulations to all involved, the hard work payed off.

On November 20th, we had another movie night, this time Finding Dory. Pizza, Popcorn and fellowship
were had by all.

In December, we will be stuffing stockings for Family Promise on December 4th, just in time for St. Nick to
drop them off. Please bring in any stocking stuffer materials for us to use by December 4th.

Also, we will once again have a movie marathon, on December 3rd. The youth group is currently voting for
the movies of choice, so far it is neck and neck between Harry Potter and Pirates of the Caribbean.

Finally, December 11th will be a busy day. It is Youth Participation Sunday, as well as caroling, and then we
will have our Christmas Party afterward. That will be our last get together for 2016.

December Schedule

December 3rd 8 Movie Marathon- starting at 8 AM

December 4thd Youth Group @ 5:30stuffing stockings for Family Promise

December 11th-Busy day. Youth Participation Sunday, Caroling @ 2PM (bus), Youth Group Christmas
Party

No more youth group till 2017

_ First United MelHarotdfiend,ChWirchonsi|n December| 20




