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AT THE CROSS
FUMC Mission Statement
“Making Disciples of Christ”

TAKE A LOOK . . .
Children’s Christmas Program, Youth pictures, Operation Christmas Child, Hospitality, Clothes Closet Update, December worship schedule, All Choir Christmas Concert
here and more!

December Worship Schedule
From Pastor Paul
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Youth News
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Christmas Concert & more

CONTACT INFORMATION
First United Methodist Church
738 West Monroe Avenue
Hartford, 53027
262.673.3290

Pastor
Paul Johnsen
pjohnsen@fumchartford.com

Director of Children’s Ministries
Kari Staus
Kari@fumchartford.com

Youth Ministry Coordinator
Paul Wilson
pjwilson9@hotmail.com

Office Managers
Robin Pfotenhauer & Becki Swenson
office@fumchartford.com

Little Lambs Preschool
Director/Teacher
Deb Justman
littlelambs@fumchartford.com

District Superintendent
Rev. Deborah Thompson

Our Missionary
Paul Webster
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December 4—8:30 & 10:45 Worship
December 11—8:30 & 10:45 Worship
11:45 potluck and Church conference
December 18—8:30 & 10:45 Worship
10 am Children’s Program
7 pm All Choir Christmas Concert
December 24th—4pm and 7pm
Christmas Eve Worship
December 25th —9:30am
Christmas Day Worship
January 1st —9:30am
New Year’s Day Worship

FUMC News and Notes
The Bottom Line…

The Book Corner

October Receiving's: $43,398.66
October Payments: $27,682.99

Miss Brenda and the Loveladies by Brenda
Spahn and Irene Zutell (Nurturing for Community):

October was a great month for receiving's! Thank
you! Here are a few highlights from the month of October:
*The Green Sheet (our monthly financial report) now
has a line item for the Pikes Peak Challenge so
everyone will know exactly where we are at with that
fundraising effort.
*$360 was sent to the conference for flood buckets
*$1,285 was sent to UMCOR for relief efforts in
Haiti
Please join us Sunday December 11th at noon for a
potluck and the Annual Church Conference where
the budget will need to be approved. I encourage
everyone to attend.
Wishing you all a blessed Christmas season filled
with joy, hope and love!

For Brenda Spahn, entrepreneur and businesswoman, wealth was a lifestyle - until a brush with the law
threatened to send her to prison. In those dark moments, Brenda made a promise to God. Spared incarceration, a renewed Brenda glimpsed into the lives of women serving time in one of the worst places in America - the
Julia Tutwiler Prison for Women in Wetumpka, Alabama.
What she saw prompted a God-inspired vision. With a
heart to help and a will that couldn't be crushed, Brenda
fought the system and overcame tremendous obstacles
to take ex-cons into her own home and help them navigate the alien world of life on the outside.
This is the story of Brenda's journey from rags to
riches to redemption. It's the story of the first unlikely
year of her "Whole Way House" and of the extraordinary
lives of the first seven women who came to call her "Miss
Brenda." It's a story that testifies to the power of faith
and how God changes hearts every day.
Brenda Spahn is founder and executive director
of the Lovelady Center, the largest and most successful
nonprofit transitional center for women in the country. It
serves 450 women and children every day, providing substance abuse counseling, drug rehabilitation, meals childcare, career counseling and job opportunities to women
working to establish successful lives outside of prison
walls .

Ann Conroy, Treasurer

Family Promise Ministry Opportunity
Here’s a wonderful chance to get your New Year off
to a great and blessed start! Our Family Promise
Ministry Team will be hosting the program again
from January 8th – January 15th, 2017. Be on the
lookout for the sign-up sheet that will be circulating
in December.
Family Promise is finishing up another impactful
year in 2016. One of our many success stories includes a single mother of three children who entered the program and within a few months was
able to find employment and stable housing, plus
arrange for one child to have much-needed surgery.
None of that could have happened without your support!
When you share a meal, spend a few hours visiting,
or provide overnight shelter, you are showing God’s
love and sharing your blessings with others. Many
thanks to all who help with this much-needed program!
P. 2

CHRISTMAS AROUND THE WORLD

“Christmas Around the World” will be presented by the
Sunday School program on Sunday, December 18th at
10am in the Sanctuary. Please invite your friends and
family to witness a celebration of the birth of Jesus as
seen through the eyes of children from other countries.
This musical presentation illustrates the familiar scripture, “God so loved the world…”.
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From the desk of Pastor Paul…..
WORSHIP SCHEDULE & THEMES

"Our Top Ten Christmas
Favorites"

December 4 "The Second Sunday of Advent"
Text: Matthew 3:1-12
Paul Johnsen, preaching

About once every six or seven years, Christmas falls on
a Sunday. (This is the second time this has happened
December 11 "The Third Sunday of Advent"
Text: Isaiah 35:1-10
Paul Johnsen, preaching during my time in Hartford.) On December 24
(Saturday) we will have two services at 4:00 and 7:00
p.m. Then we will have one service on Christmas mornDecember 18 "The Fourth Sunday of Advent"
Matthew 1:18-25
Paul Johnsen, preaching ing at 9:30.
Family traditions often shape our Christmas experience.
This involves sharing gifts, special meals and family get
-togethers. Since Christmas is not that common on a
Sunday, Christmas morning worship does not automatically fit into our plans.

December 24 "Christmas Eve"
4:00 p.m. Family Service
7:00 p.m. Candlelight Service

Perhaps we can change traditions this year.

December 25 "Christmas Day"
9:30 Service "Christmas Hymn Sing"

We are planning a Christmas hymn sing on Christmas
morning. But this hymn sing will be a little different. We
will be singing the top ten favorite Christmas hymns and
carols as chosen by this congregation.
During each of the four Sundays of Advent, you will
have an opportunity to vote for three of your favorites
Christmas hymns. Over the four weeks of Advent, you
can vote for your three favorites four times or you can
select twelve different hymns that you like. Each week,
the votes will be counted and the totals will be kept a
secret.
On Christmas morning will start with the number 10 favorite hymn. Then sing number 9 and all the way to our
congregation's most favorite hymn. We will also share
some background information on each hymn. I encourage you to vote throughout Advent. Then come and join
us on Christmas morning as we sing our Christmas favorites.
Paul
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UMW News

Cheryl Malko, President

Upcoming Events:
General Meeting - Tuesday, December 6th at 6:30 at
church. Hannah Circle will serve as hostesses. We'll
celebrate Christmas as we listen to a 15-person musical ensemble from the Hartford High School band and
orchestra. We will be taking a free-will offering for the
group to put towards the high school's band trip to London in December 2017. A short business meeting will
take place after the concert during which we will install
our 2017 officers and approve our 2017 budget.
Thank you:
to all who opened their hearts and wallets for our latest
fund raisers - the fair trade sale, pecan sale and That's
My Pan and PartyLite Candle sales. These funds will be
added to donations received throughout the year and
distributed in December as part of our supplemental
giving. The organizations we support with this giving
and the amounts sent to each will be discussed and
voted on at our December general meeting.
to all who attended our November general meeting and
learned more about the ongoing struggles and accomplishments of a local human trafficking victim, about
the Washington County Anti-Trafficking Advocates
group and the role that our speaker and the owners of
the Hartford Faith and Giggles store have in that organization and about Exploit No More's purchase of a
house to provide support to victims of human trafficking.
to our UMW members who have so graciously supported
me during my tenure as President from 2009 to 2016.
We could not have accomplished anything without the
love and support from these women who have worked
together over many years to fulfill the mission of United
Methodist Women throughout the world "turning faith,
hope, and love into action on behalf of women, children
and youth around the world."
to all FUMC members who continue to support our local
organization of United Methodist Women and to those
of you who are considering joining our organization.
to all the people we have recognized through our Special
Mission presentations on UMW Sunday who have given
their talents and time to both our church and local community.
and to both Pastor Brian and Pastor Paul who have given us
the latitude to carry out the work of UMW
Love and Community: I stared at my computer screen for many
hours this month trying to decide what to write about for the
UMW newsletter column. Over the past several days, the answer was given to me through Pastor Paul's sermon, discussions at the November Leadership Board meeting, at the November UMW Circle meetings, writing the review for the Library
Corner and re-reading the UMW Purpose. The words that
jumped out at me were Love and Community and the difference
that Community can play in our everyday lives. Pastor Paul
spoke about the importance of coming together as a community, putting our differences aside, working together and loving
one another, especially after the long political season we've all
been through.
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Over the past several months, the Leadership Board members
have been reading and discussing the book, What are We
Fighting For? written by UMC Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton.
We've also offered an opportunity for further discussion with our
church congregation. At our Monday meeting, we covered the
last chapter of the book entitled "Finishing with Love." Bishop
Bickerton suggests we consider the question "what are we
fighting to achieve?" He believes - and as Christians we should
also believe - that we are fighting to preserve the good news of
God's love through Jesus Christ. We are fighting for unity in the
midst of discord. We are fighting for freedom in diversity. We
are fighting for love in the midst of it all. We are fighting for love
and community through Jesus Christ.
The theme for the UMW 2016-2017 Program Book "A Call to
Community" and the November program presented at two of our
Circle meetings was about "A Community of Thankful Women."
We were asked if we ever left one community to unite with another, as the Jewish Christians did in 65 C.E., when they left the
Jewish community to unite with the Christian community. The
Jewish Christians were a minority within a minority that was
physically punished, publicly humiliated and imprisoned. The
scripture, from the book of Hebrews, introduced us to the tasks
of creating community. The text presented three ways in which
we can put "salve" on injuries resulting from belonging to at-risk
communities: (1) Concentrate on provoking one another to love
and do good deeds. Other than using the word "provoke" in a
negative sense the program uses it in a positive way - to provoke people to love and do good deeds that require intention,
compassion, conscientiousness, insight, practice and prayer.
(2) Remain in fellowship. (3) Encourage one another.
In Miss Brenda and the Loveladies we are asked to imagine if
there was a time in our life when we had not been happy, if we
had never been to a party, restaurant, amusement park or
beach, if it was our birthday and no one gave us a present,
baked a cake or even said "Happy Birthday," if we never knew
about Christmas or Easter, had no photographs of us as a child,
or if we were born to someone who never wanted us and
showed us no love. We are all children of God and we all deserve a second chance. God calls each of us to be a community
of people who open our arms in love to welcome the hopeless,
the unlovable, the ones no one wants, the ones we ourselves
have judged.
And last, the United Methodist Women Purpose states that
"United Methodist Women shall be a community of women
whose purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as
whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through
participation in the global ministries of the church."
All of these describe the importance of love and community. All
of these ask that we love our neighbors as ourselves. As Bishop
Bickerton points out "It is a daily decision to love God and to
love others." A decision that requires us to put aside some
things to freely accept and incorporate the grace and love God
in our daily lives. I pray that we all strive for this opportunity to
enrich our lives through love and community.
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7:00 pm

9:30 am

December 25

4:00 pm

10:45

Jim and Heidi
Gottfried Family

Youth

10:45

8:30

Youth

8:30

Ruth Knoll

Heidi Gottfried

Youth

Youth

Ruth Knoll

Barb Klockow

Luke and Brittany
Held Family

8:30

10:45

LITURGISTS

GREETERS

TIME

December 24
Christmas Eve

December 24
Christmas Eve

December 18

December 11

December 4

DATE

Bob and Rebecca
Cleland Family

Doug Gordon
Dawn Schauer
Joyce Kautz

Steve and Cathy
Alsum Family

Youth

Youth

August Emerick

Paige
Langenecker

Trevor Lang

Owen Linehan

Caleb Alsum

Tim Kramoris
Patricia Linehan
Dave Bohovsky
Joyce Lackas
Deb Tietz
Dale Tietz

ACOLYTES

USHERS

Ministry Schedule for December

April Alsum

April Alsum

Britney Lane

Britney Lane

Stephanie Lane

Stephanie Lane

NURSERY

5

25 Christmas Day
9:30 am Worship

9:30 Fellowship
9:45 Sunday School
10 Christmas Program
10 Men’s Choir
10:45 Worship
7 All Choir Christmas
Concert

26

19

27
9-Tops

2–Mary Circle
6:30 Hospitality

20
9-Tops

28

6:30 Bells
7:30 Senior Choir

21

14
8am Hope Circle

6:30 Bells
7:30 Senior Choir

7

Wednesday

18-8:30 Worship

13
9-Tops

6
9-Tops
7pm UMW General
Meeting

Tuesday

6:30 Bells
7:30 Senior Choir

6:30 Leadership
Board

Monday

29

22

10-12 Clothes
Closet open

15

7pm Bible Study

8

7pm Bible Study

1
10-12 Clothes
Closet open

Thursday

30

23

16

9

2

Friday
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auction begins,9:30 Fellowship, 9:45 Sunday School
10 Men’s Choir
10:45 Worship
12 Potluck & Church Conference, 2:30 Youth Caroling
& Christmas Party

11- 8:30 Worship, 9 Cookie 12

9:30 Fellowship
9:45 Sunday School
10 Men’s Choir
10:45 Worship
4 Confirmation
5:30 Youth Groups

4 8:30 Worship

Sunday

First United Methodist Church
738 W. Monroe Avenue
Hartford, WI 53027

31
11:00 am Hartford
Community Lunch

24 Christmas Eve
4 Worship-Children’s
Choirs Sing
7 Worship-Adult
choirs participate

17

10
12-3 Historical
Tour of Churches
(we are on the list!)

11:30 Advent Lunch
“O Christmas Tree”

38 Youth movie
marathon

Saturday

Making it fun in Sunday School
Faith Steps is an important part of the Sunday School
curriculum. For four weeks the 1/2nd graders learned
about Baptism & Communion, the 3/4th graders got to
know their Bibles better and 5th graders learned more
about what it means to be a Methodist. Thank you to all
the Sunday School teachers and shepherds for making
it interesting and fun to learn about God and his teachings. Pictured here, you will find the 3/4th graders putting the books of the Bible in order. Some quizzed each
other, others used flash cards. It was great to see them
all working together!

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
On Sunday, November 13th the congregation came together to pack 60 Operation Christmas Child boxes! Our
goal was 50 boxes and we thank everyone who helped
us exceed our expectations. These boxes were shipped
with our love and generosity to Zambia, Zimbabwe, Nimbia, Tanzania, Saint Lucia, and Madagascar. Please
keep the recipients of our love in your prayers this
Christmas season. Hopefully they will feel the love of
Jesus!

December 2016
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Youth News

November sure went by fast, it was a shortened month due to the Thanksgiving holiday. We started off the month by
having our first ever karaoke night on November 6th. We had a lot of fun singing songs, we didn’t want to stop when
youth group was over. Unfortunately, many of the Riptide students had to go to musical practice. Don’t worry, we will
do karaoke again.

The next weekend on November 13th, was Youth Participation Sunday. Marissa Telderer was liturgist for
first service and Alex Albrecht for second. Later that day, we enjoyed seeing the talented youth involved
with the HUHS musical Mary Poppins. Congratulations to all involved, the hard work payed off.
On November 20th, we had another movie night, this time Finding Dory. Pizza, Popcorn and fellowship
were had by all.
In December, we will be stuffing stockings for Family Promise on December 4th, just in time for St. Nick to
drop them off. Please bring in any stocking stuffer materials for us to use by December 4th.
Also, we will once again have a movie marathon, on December 3rd. The youth group is currently voting for
the movies of choice, so far it is neck and neck between Harry Potter and Pirates of the Caribbean.
Finally, December 11th will be a busy day. It is Youth Participation Sunday, as well as caroling, and then we
will have our Christmas Party afterward. That will be our last get together for 2016.
December Schedule:
December 3rd – Movie Marathon - starting at 8 AM
December 4th – Youth Group @ 5:30 - stuffing stockings for Family Promise
December 11th - Busy day. Youth Participation Sunday, Caroling @ 2PM (bus), Youth Group Christmas
Party
No more youth group till 2017
P. 8

First United Methodist Church — Hartford, Wisconsin

December 2016

From the Hospitality
Ministry team
Are we ready for a Christmas increase in
First time church visitors?
“A Study in the late 1990’s showed that 3 out of 4
Americans attend church some time during Christmas,
and almost 30% attend church more frequently during
the holidays.
They will be:
Family members from out of town
People thinking about making a change in the coming
year after Christmas
Seekers longing for the familiarity of Christmas traditions they grew up with
Curiosity driven consumers seeking the comforts of
beautiful Christmas music”
(EvangelismCoach.org)

These statistics offer us an amazing opportunity to not
only be an open and hospitable church, but it is an opportunity to introduce people to Christ this Christmas.
How do to we do this? Tom Brady,
(EvangelismCoach.org) offers this advice: “We need to
remember that the success of the Christmas season will
largely be measured by how many ‘significant conversations’ we create between seekers and mentors.”
We do a great job of making our visitors feel welcome at
FUMC-The Hospitality Ministry Team couldn’t ask for a
better Church Family to support us. Let’s keep the momentum going through this Blessed Holiday Season and
really try having those meaningful conversations with
visitors, no matter how busy we may be that Sunday
morning. Please wear your nametag during December
as well since we are bound to see new people.
End of the Year is near,
A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU To All Who
Have Sponsored Coffee Hour
We couldn’t do it without all of you. Your work exemplifies Hospitality to not only visitors but all of our church
family. We cannot thank the volunteers enough for their
commitment throughout the year!
This year's groups that supported this ministry are as
follows. (No specific order)

Mission Ministry Team
Youth Mission Trip
Confirmation Class
Hospitality Ministry Team
Community Garden Ministry Team
Hannah Circle
Sarah Johnsen
Office Staff
Family Promise
Misc. People
Jay and Victoria Triick
Hope Circle
Ruth Knoll and Friends
Hartford Squares
UMW
Lacey’s Hope Project
If you have never done a coffee hour and are interested,
but may be unsure how to go about it, please contact
any of the Hospitality Ministry Team members and we
will gladly direct you. Remember it is a time of fellowship with coffee and a snack. You can go as simple or
elaborate and you want to.
Coming Events:
January/February David Schlotthauer- will be leading a
class on “Savvy Valentine’s Day Shopping”. Exact dates
and time TBD.
May-Carla Kramoris- will be leading a class on “Happy
Healthy Exercise for ALL ages”. Exact dates and time
TBD.
Seeking Hidden Talents/Gifts/Skill/Hobby: Do you have
a talent (maybe you are a painter, a flower arranger, you
are great at planning parties, knitting...etc) that you
would be willing share with our church community and
friends? If you do, please contact any of our hospitality
ministry team members for information on holding a
class. Class style can be very flexible as to the project/
lesson that will be taught.
On behalf of the Hospitality Ministry Team- Have a very
Blessed Christmas,
Victoria Triick
Hebrews 13:2 NIV
Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers for so by doing some people have
shown hospitality to angels.

Summerfield
Riptide
Woman’s Retreat
Relay for Life
Little Lambs
Youth Pancake Breakfast
Youth Sunday
December 2016
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Milestones
BIRTHDAYS
12/01 Myra Light
Corey Peck
Dan Salsieder
12/02 Zach Schultz
12/04 Evie Antonopaulos
Sandra Mampe
Stefani Crawford
12/06 Michael O’Kroley
12/07 Anita Roemer
RoGene McKeithen
Dave Hoxworth
12/08 Judy Bartlow
Tabitha Bryzek
12/09 John Holzer
Irene Wilson
Joel Staus
12/10 Lynnell Hegy
Kristin Dummer
Zach Kohlman
12/11 Andrea VanderPas
Katheryn Koch
Jenna Martin
12/12 Richard Purman
Susan Roemer
12/13 Sylvia Myers
Vickie McLean
Luke Held
12/14 Stephanie Lane
Brady Precord
12/15 Pat Lorenzen
Lucas Zabrowski
12/17 Tom Lepien
12/18 Gerald Staus
Katie Brown
12/19 Cyril Rohde
Brittany Held
12/21 Joan Zehe
Suzanna Dixon
12/22 Alex Jordan
12/23 Ben Purman
12/24 Linda Lewis
Stephanie Klockow
12/25 Joyce Scadden
Phyllis Cueller
12/27 Michelle Baumgartner
12/28 Katie Bush
12/28 Andrew Collett
Austin Carver
12/31 Dawn Schauer
Casey Justman
P. 10

ANNIVERSARIES
12/14 Kurt & Mary Jo
Langenecker
12/19 Marv & Peg Klippel
12/20 Cyril & Betty Rhode
12/23 Ken & Kathy Lamb
12/23 Greg & Cheryl Koch
12/23 Bob & Laura Wesner
12/27 Bob & Stephanie Klockow
12/29 Bill & Lori VanderPas
12/29 Lee & Kim Morris

HISTORY TOUR TO
INCLUDE FUMC!
Each year there is a tour of historic
homes in Hartford. People open
their homes for a day and let visitors in to see their home which is
most likely on the historic registry.
This year there will be a tour of the
oldest established churches in
Hartford. Our church will be featured since the congregation (not
just the building) was established
here quite a long time ago! If you
would like to bake cookies for this
event or help with picture displays,
please contact the office.
The tour will be on December 10th
from noon to 3:00 pm. There will
be folks from our church here to
explain some history as well as
History Room docents who have
learned about the history of our
church. You might want to take the
tour yourself. There is a lot to
know about FUMC!

Thank you Hanging
of the Green Ministry
Team for all the beautiful decorations that
you put up each year
for Christmas!

There are so many people who work behind the
scenes during the year
that we never know
about. Sometimes it’s nice to thank
them!
Thank you….
 Glenn Lepien & Jonathan for being wonderful grounds keepers.
 Joyce Lackas for diligently doing
a myriad of things every week to
keep things neat and tidy, sharpening pencils, doing the busy
bags, adding oil to the candles,
helping with communion and so
much more!
 Kari Staus and her family who
work after hours to set things up,
take things down and make sure
all projects go smoothly.
 All the musicians who work week
after week to bring a very important spiritual aspect to our
worship services.
 All those who teach, shepherd
and help with the Sunday School
program in any way!
 Youth Leaders who help make
our youth program the best and
so much fun!
 UMW who do so much and are
always there when there is a funeral, helping to make the meal
come off without a hitch so the
family doesn’t have to worry
about it.
 Those on the Leadership Board
who help us continue to “Make
Disciples of Christ”
 Clothes closet volunteers who
spend hours sorting, stacking,
folding and arranging the clothes
closet so that it is organized and
easy to use.
 Trustees who are available at the
drop of a hat to look at the water
heater or adjust the temperature
in the building and so much
more!
 Those who anonymously donate
generously to the emergency
fund.
There are so many more; this is just
a few that help with our mission.
Please give thanks this Christmas for
all our staff and volunteers!
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ALL CHOIR
CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Looking for a way to add more joy and meaning to this
Christmas season? We have just the thing! Please
join us Sunday night December 18th at 7 pm when
the musicians of FUMC will share their gifts with you
through Christmas music. All choirs (except the Cherubs) will be a part of this event and it’s shaping up to
be nothing short of spectacular! It’s free and open to
everyone whether a member of FUMC or not.

THE GIVING TREE IS UP!
The giving tree is in place in the entryway.
This is a great way to involve your family in
ministry. Giving a gift to someone who
might not get anything for Christmas is a blessing to the
giver and the receiver! Take a tag from the tree, purchase something from the list on the tag and bring it
back to church by noon on December 9th. Please do
not wrap the gifts and include the original tag with the
gift(s). You may choose to give one gift or purchase
everything on the person’s list of needs. Our church has
a history of doing a great job with this. Many years the
Christmas Committee gives us extra tags before the
drive is over because all of ours have been taken! What
a wonderful “problem” to have. Thank you in advance
for your generosity!

NEWS FROM THE CLOTHES CLOSET
Thank you for all your donations to the FUMC
Clothes Closet. We have clothing for infants
through adults for those in need. We’ve also been giving
some clothing to Summerfield United Methodist Church
where we help with meals from time to time. Feel free to continue dropping off clean and gently worn clothing at the
church office or clothes closet. At this time we have an abundance of men’s suits. Consequently, we are not accepting
any men’s suits at this time. Goodwill or St. Vincent DePaul
will accept these donations. We are open the first and third
Thursdays of each month from 10-noon in the church basement. We are also open by appointment by calling the
church office.

LITTLE LAMBS UPDATE
Here's what happening in December at Little Lambs Preschool...
December 6-8
Gingerbread Kids
December 13-15 Spirit of the Season
December 20-22 Christmas Story

Little Lambs Preschool will be closed for Christmas
Break December 23-January 2nd.
Classes will resume January 3, 2017. We still have
openings for next semester! Children can join our
flock at anytime during the school year once they
turn 3 years old and are able to use the bathroom
independently. Please email us at littlelambs@fumchartford.com for more information
and registration details.
This month, our Little Lambs families will be enjoying an evening of Christmas crafts and making gingerbread houses. Be sure to check next month's
newsletter and Facebook for photos of this fun family event!
Are you looking for some great book selections for
your children or grandchildren for Christmas gifts or
stocking stuffers? As a parent, grandparent, or
caregiver, you have the power to boost your children's learning potential simply by making books an
integral part of their lives. Please check out
www.scholastic.com to peruse book selections from
babies through teens. Did I mention
book prices start at just $1?! When you get to the
Scholastic website, click the "Parents" tab and look
for the Reading Clubs book order tab. When you
enter an order, enter our class code HCLMF. Orders
are delivered to FUMC about a week after they are
placed...if you are looking to place an order of
books for Christmas gifts, please place your online
order by December 12th to ensure Christmas delivery. Happy Reading!

Sincerely the Clothes Closet Ministry Team:
Doris Kienast
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Sue Schulz
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