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YOUTH SUNDAY RECAP, NEW
MINISTRY TEAM, TALENT OFFERING, LOTS OF PICTURES,
YOUTH SCHEDULE, SUMMERFIELD AND MORE!

ASH WEDNESDAY
WORSHIP
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ECUMENICAL LENTEN
SCHEDULE

From Pastor Paul
UMW
Youth News
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March 8 St. Kilian’s 7 pm
March 15 St. Aidan’s worship
at 7 pm—a 5:00 pm potato bar
dinner precedes service
March 22 Redeemer Lutheran 7pm
March 29 FUMC at 7 pm
April 5 St. John’s UCC 7pm

A NEW MINISTRY TEAM
FORMING !
With the blessings of the Leadership Board a new ministry team is
being formed called “A Ministry of
Spiritual Formation.” It is a team
that will focus on growing spiritually through focusing on Christ’s
Word and Presence in the many
ways it is presented to us as we
travel through life’s journey.
We ask for your prayers as the
team forms and together considers new avenues of “personal
growth opportunities” for members and friends of this congregation. We also ask that you

prayerfully listen and consider if
you are being called deep within
to be a part of this team. We
would appreciate suggestions as
to areas in growing spiritually you
feel would be important to offer
as well as any questions you may
have.
Please call Theonia Amenda at
414-416-7690

FUMC’S COMMUNITY
GARDEN
We look forward to our third summer of gardening. Gardeners get
better each year at getting crops
to grow and finding more ways to
get more out of their garden plot.
We have a few plots that opened
up this winter so if you think you
would be interested stop by the
office or talk to Robin Pfotenhauer. It only costs $25 for the year
and there is water on site! It’s a
great way to teach your kids
about where food comes from
(besides the grocery store), and
to have fun, family time together!

FUMC News and Notes
The Bottom Line…

FUMC Food Pantry
Opportunity!

January Receiving's: $24,229.16
January Payments: $27,614.81
Did you know that FUMC sponsors a child
through Compassion International? His
name is Pedro Ricardo Desulme and he lives
in Haiti. This is our 10th year of sponsoring
Pedro. The monthly sponsorship fee is $38.
This semester the Sunday School offering is
going towards that sponsorship fund and if
any of you feel called to support Pedro you
can donate anytime by marking your envelope “Pedro” or “Compassion International”.
It is a wonderful thing to make the difference
in the life of a child!

Our own food pantry could use a little restocking. A
few of the items that we need are juices, cold cereal,
jams and jelly, hamburger helper, tuna helper, sloppy Joe mix, spaghetti sauce and pasta, canned fruit.
We have plenty of canned vegetables but rarely have
canned fruit and applesauce. Thank you for caring!

*******************

Ann Conroy, Treasurer

A Stroke Doesn’t Have to Happen!

Summerfield Meal Update
Thank you to everyone who helped and donated to the chili meal that we served to approximately 90 people in need in January in
Milwaukee! Also thanks to the youth for serving tacos the following Saturday!
Our April date has been changed to May 13.
Our last two dates of the year will be October
14 and December 9.
Please contact Carla Kramoris at 262-6446207 or kramoris@charter.net if you have
suggestions or would like to help. You can
also visit the Summerfield United Methodist
Church; Milwaukee, WI website to read more
about the meal program.

Protect your health by finding out your risk of having
a stroke by participating in the Life Line Screening
that will be at First United Methodist Church of Hartford on Friday, March 24, 2017. Through ultrasound
screenings, we evaluate the carotid arteries for the
buildup of fatty plaque which is the leading cause of
stroke. Register online and receive a $10 discount at www.lifelinescreening.com/
communitycircle or call 1-800-690-6495.
Learn more about Life Line Screening by watching
this short three-minute video:
http://www.lifelinescreeningblog.com/introduction/

Carla Kramoris
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From the desk of Pastor Paul…..
WORSHIP NOTES:
March Worship Notes
March 1 7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday service here.
March 5. Scripture: Matthew 4:1-11
Paul Johnsen, preaching.
March 8. 7:00 p.m. Ecumenical Worship at St. Killian
Catholic Church
March 12. Scripture: John 3:1-17
Paul Johnsen, preaching.
March 15. 7:00 Ecumenical Worship at St. Aidan's, 5-7
pm potato bar dinner
March 19 Scripture: Romans 5:1-11
Paul Johnsen, preaching.
March 22. 7:00 p.m. Ecumenical Worship at Redeemer
Lutheran Church
March 26 Scripture: John. 9:1-12
Paul Johnsen, preaching.

On the second Wednesday in Lent, March 8, St Kilian
Catholic Church will host. Father David will help us think
about worshipping with our "ears." The Apostle Paul writes
in the Letter to the Romans, "So faith comes from what is
heard, what is heard comes through the word of Christ."
St. Aidan's welcomes us on March 15.(Don't forget their
annual Supper Potato Bar prior to worship). Speaking, language is an astounding ability. Of all of God's creations
only humans have advanced speech. How do we worship
God with our mouth? Father Lars Skoglund will preach.
Redeemer Lutheran Church and Pastor Marcia Carrier invite us to join them on Wednesday, March 22nd. Our
hands are among the most complicated and beautiful
parts of our bodies. With our hands we work. God values
our work and will prosper the work of our hands. There are
a variety of ways in which we worship God with our hands.
We host on Wednesday, March 29 and will consider worshipping God with our knees. The country group Sugarland's first hit was entitled, "Baby Girl," sung from the perspective of a girl looking for stardom in the music industry.
In the song, she is advised by her mother to "remember
what her knees are for," meaning prayer. Why is it so important for us to kneel before God?

March 29 7:00 p.m. Ecumenical Worship at First United
St. John's United Church of Christ welcomes Hartford on
Methodist Church
Wednesday, April 5. We will think about worshipping God
with our feet. Feet. We stand on them. But, we can fall.
We walk, we run. Pastor Jim Schleif will remind us that the
LENTEN DEVOTIONS ON LOCAL RADIO
life of faith is putting one foot in front of another, following
Do you listen to WTKM? Pastor Paul will be doing the Jesus even as we trust that Jesus has gone ahead to prepare a place for us.
Lenten Devotions the week of March 13-18.

"Wednesday Nights in Lent"
With Ash Wednesday on March 1st, we begin our Lenten
season. In previous years, each Wednesday during Lent
we will have the opportunity to worship in other Hartford
congregations.

All the Lenten services begin at 7:00 p.m.. Each services
will be followed by a time of refreshment and conversations with our fellow Hartford Christians.
I encourage you to make our Wednesday Lenten services
a priority.
Pastor Paul

As clergy we have decided to focus on a common theme.
A verse from Psalm 103 will be our guide. "Let all of me
kneel before God's Holy Name."
On Wednesday March 1st, we begin Lent with our Ash
Wednesday service. We will think about our flesh, body
mind and spirit worshiping God.
March 2017
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A Message from our Bishop

New Eyes
Published: 16 February 2017

cannot – look through old, tired eyes any longer. We
walk by faith, not by sight. We know that there is a
truth greater than what we perceive through our old
eyes.

“For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we shall
Where others see oppression, let us see the possibilsee face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will
ity of freedom. Where others see destruction, let us
know fully, even as I have been fully known.” (I Corinsee the truth of renewal and resurrection. Where oththians 13:12)
ers see corruption and greed, let us see the fertile
You are cordially invited to join me on a breathtaking soil for redemption and justice. There is nothing
wrong in the world that cannot be fixed, for nothing is
adventure. It will be to a place that we have never
been before. I cannot guarantee safety or comfort. In greater than the power of God’s transforming Holy
Spirit.
fact, I am absolutely sure that some will not enjoy
this adventure at all. It demands risk. It demands
courage. It demands humility and surrender. I am in- But let us not fool ourselves. Simply seeing what God
intends is not enough. New eyes that reveal new poviting you to join me in the present moment – right
tential and new opportunity open us to a new reality
here, right now, in the world that IS, rather than in
that God will unfold through the gifts and passions of
the world as we think it is or should be.
faithful people. Who are these faithful people, you
What is the difference between the world that IS, and ask? You and me.
all the worlds that we make up in our minds and
hearts? Well, this world is neither good nor bad, and From this day forward, I invite you to view this world
people are not good or evil. What is, simply IS – just through the very eyes of Christ. See the good. See
the beauty. See the truth of God’s blessed creation.
as God created it. We strip away our filters and
lenses, and look at the world through new eyes, eyes And where you do not see it, work to make it so. Our
unclouded by prejudice or predispositions, eyes open God is a BIG GOD. Our faith must be a BIG FAITH. No
more petty squabbles. No wasting time looking for
to new possibilities and to the very mind of Christ.
things to be upset about. We have an enormous job
to do. We need to help others see God’s vision for a
The false world, the world of our own creation, is a
transformed world; and there is simply no time to
world of fear and anxiety and phony certainty pretending to be faith. The false view of our world looks waste.
for what is wrong, what is dirty, what is foul, what is
corrupt. This false view is not from God. It is what we Take time, brothers and sisters, to pray deeply for
new eyes. Ask God to grant you wisdom, the wisdom
see in the mirror, dimly. It is a denial of all things
that heals and unites and empowers and creates.
Godly. It is our giving more power to the darkness
Seek first the true realm of God, on earth as it is in
than we give to the light. It happens when people
heaven, and be amazed at all you will see.
think that the devil is more powerful than God.
We are living in a time when people are not very kind
to others. There is despair and anger and hopelessGrace and Peace,
ness. This comes when we look through old, tired
eyes. But we, people of faith in Jesus Christ, do not – Bishop Hee-Soo Jung
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March 26

March 19

March 12

8:30

March 5

10:45

Robin
Pfotenhauer

Dorothy Park

10:45

8:30

Youth

Bob, Becky &
Natalie Cleland

GREETERS

8:30

10:45

8:30

10:45

TIME

DATE

Mitzi McLean

Youth

Bob Cleland

Ruth Knoll

LITURGISTS

Joe Yustus
Kathy Triick
Fred Hack

Youth

Trevor Lang

Cora Wilson

Trevor Lang

Araceli Cloud

Scott Wuest

Tyler Hopfensperger

Jade Yustus

Scott Warren
Patricia Linehan
Tim Kramoris

Jim and Heidi
Gottfried family

ACOLYTES

USHERS

Ministry Schedule for March 2017

Britney Lane

Britney Lane

Stephanie Lane

Stephanie Lane

Stephanie Lane

Stephanie Lane

Britney Lane

Britney Lane

NURSERY

6:30-Prayer Shawl
6:30-Leadership

20

19-8:30 Worship

28
9-TOPS

27

26-8:30 Worship

9:30 Fellowship
9:40 Sunday School
10 Men’s Choir
10:45 Worship
4 Confirmation

21
9-TOPS
7 Hospitality Ministry 2 pm Mary Circle
Team Talent Event
@Betty Rohde’s
with Carla Kramoris 6:30 Hospitality Ministry Team

9:30 Fellowship
9:40 Sun. School
10 Men’s Choir
10:45 Worship
4 Confirmation
Youth Group/Stockeys

9-TOPS

16

1 pm Hannah Circle

9

7 Bible Study

2

Thursday

7-Worship@FUMC
8 Senior Choir

29
6 Bell Choir

8 Senior Choir

7-Worship@Redemeer

6 Bell Choir

22

7 Bible Study

30

7 Bible Study

23

5pm-7pm Potato Bar @
St. Aidan’s
7 Bible Study
6 Bells
7-Worship @St. Aidan’s
8 Senior Choir

15

14

13

9:30 Fellowship & Pancake
Breakfast, 10 UMW Exec.
Meeting. 10 Men’s Choir
10:45 Worship
1 Youth Sky Zone
4 Confirmation

6 Bell Choir
7 pm Hope Circle

8

6 Bells
7-Worship @ FUMC
8 Senior Choir

1

Wednesday

12-8:30 Worship

9-TOPS

7

Tuesday

7-Worship @St. Kilian’s
8 Senior Choir

6

Monday

31

24
8:30 Lifeline
Screening here all
day

17

10

3
Ecumenical World
Day of Prayer—noon
@ Redeemer
Lutheran

Friday

March 2017

Fellowship, 9:40 Sunday
School, 10 Men’s Choir
10:45 Worship
4 Confirmation
5:30 Youth meet @
Dave’s Lanes

5 8:30 Worship, 9:30

Trustee-Glenn
Lepien

Sunday

First United Methodist Church
738 W. Monroe Avenue
Hartford, WI 53027

25

18

1

4

Saturday

From the desk of Hospitality;
On Thursday the 9th, we had an amazing evening at Douglas Jewelers for
our, “Sharing Your Talents” event this month. David Schlotthauer, gave a
very informative class on understanding Silver, Gold and Diamonds. We had
13 people attend the class and we all had a great time. Did you know that
925 means it is sterling silver? We were also given a little test on finding the
markings on various items and learned some surprising places you can find
the silver marking. I recommend getting a jewelers loop, because it can be
very tiny. Maybe the old silver plated coasters that where your great aunt’s are really sterling silver, and not
worthless rummage sale item. You may just need to know what to look for and where to look.
Our next “Sharing Your Talents” will be presented by Carla Kramoris ,“Happy Healthy Exercise for ALL ages”,
on March 20th at 6:30-7:30PM. We hope you will consider attending. A sign up sheet is on the office window.
Christian hospitality does not only need to happen in the church building, but wherever you are. As the
weather gets nicer and you are out and about more, remember to share your Christian love with a warm smile,
hello or wave. It is amazing how many people have come up to my husband and I while we were working at the
Community Garden, to ask about the garden and how we got involved in it. This is one of many perfect opportunities God puts before us to show our hospitality and share the wonderful experiences we have available at First
United Methodist Church.
Blessings, Victoria Triick on behalf of the Hospitality Ministry Team
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Youth News
Thank you to everyone that stopped out at Culvers on Monday, January 30th. You helped the youth generate
$103. 93! It was great to see the congregation fill up the dining area and mingle outside of coffee hour.

Youth Groups hosted the meal for Summerfield on Saturday, February 4th. It is truly inspiring to see how generous
this congregation can be week after week.

That night the youth and leaders made and served tacos with all the fixings and provided sandwiches for the guests
to take. About 65 people were positively impacted that night by our youth and congregation!

March Schedule
March 5th – Bowling at Dave’s Lanes @ 5:30
March 12th – Pancake Breakfast and then heading to Skyzone at 1 PM
March 19th - Youth Participation Sunday and Stocky’s (CHAOS) and Escape Chambers (Riptide only)
March 26th – Spring Break - No Youth Group
April 2nd – Spring Break – Movie Marathon – starting around 11AM
The youth group calendar is up-to-date on the FUMC website under Youth Programming.
Youth Group Sunday Evenings 5:30 – 7:30 PM (Lower Lot) - Grades 6-12 – Friends are Always Welcome
Contact: Paul Wilson - pjwilson9@hotmail.com, Mobile 262-751-8677
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LITTLE LAMBS UPDATE
Here Is What's Happening this Month at Little Lambs Preschool…
Feb. 28-Mar. 2
March 7-9
March 14-16
March 21-23
March 28-30

Silly with Seuss
Oceans Ahoy
Rainbows
Weather
No School / Spring Break

Little Lambs is hosting Coffee Hour Sunday, March 5th. Hope to see you there!

Last month, Little Lambs had a visit from Erin and Rachel at Grand Avenue Dental
Group. We talked about keeping our teeth clean and healthy and even got new
toothbrushes! Check out the fun we had during our "Terrific Teeth" theme week. We
painted with toothbrushes and brushed away the "cavities" we made on our pretend
smiles. We also played tooth number bingo.

Little Lambs Preschool wishes to thank the FUMC Endowment Board for their
recent donation so that we were able to purchase some new learning materials for our
classroom. The children have really been enjoying and learning with them!

Soon we will begin planning for Summer Play Days and next school year
already. Little Lambs Preschool is open to all children ages 3, 4, or 5 years old. Come join
our loving, hands-on learning environment! Watch for Enrollment Information coming soon
on the Little Lambs bulletin board near the Gathering Room and on Facebook.
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BIRTHDAYS
03/01
03/02
03/03
03/04
03/05
03/06
03/07
03/08
03/09
03/10
03/11
03/13

03/14
03/15
03/17
03/18
03/21
03/22
03/23

03/24
03/25
03/26
03/28
03/29
03/30
03/31

Rob Bush
Brianna Lee
Sydney Daw
Carla Kramoris
Elliott Martin
Wally Welleman
Tom Guenther
Drew Murphy
Dave Kainz
April Wald
Allison Morrison
Larry Meils
Joe Bryzek
Chris Hoxworth
Jason Lindner
David Triick
Peter Martin
Amber Schauer
Judy Sterman
Ned Lepien
Deb Wickland
Taylor Schultz
Robert Gabel
Veronica Sauer
Diana Jennett
Amelia Wright
Rosemary Heder
Patricia Linehan
Ruth Uebele
Nick Schlotthauer
Glenn Lepien
Laura Marx
Clare Mooney
Joyce Trueblood
Perry Hahn
Crystal Odenwald
Kody McKinnon
George Roemer
Rachel Johnson
Finley Dummer
Anthony Secola
Sharon Lackas
Josh Lubbert
Logan Thurmer
Gail Kainz
Bill VanderPas
John Mampe
Connie Speiser
Austin Collett
Bill Bumgarner

ANNIVERSARIES
03/?? Lisa & Mike Stenberg
03/23 Dan & Kathy Kempen
03/29 Allen and Maxine Cooper
Don & Linda Fahey
P. 10
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As I draft this article, it is a beautiful and sunny day. The promise of
spring is in the air. Days like this give me hope and promise. Just like
all of you. We gather together and accomplish things that we couldn’t
do on our own, but together we are strong. We are really coming together in March. Hannah and Mary Circle meet for the first time this
year and it’s time to get back to work.
Our first event is the Ecumenical World Day of Prayer Service to be
held a Redeemer Lutheran Church. Each year a different country
serves as the writer of the World Day of Prayer worship service. This
year was written by the women of the Philippines. Bring a bagged
lunch at 12 noon and stay for the program at 1:00 pm. Beverages
and desserts are provided.
A Call to Prayer and Self Denial will be our first General Meeting of the
year on April 7th at 6:30 pm. This year’s focus is Maternal and Child
Health. Hope Circle is the Hostess. There will be a prayer sign-up
sheet at your March circle meetings.
Hopefully you all have your program booklets by now. Please notice
the pledge cards in the book. Pledges are due to the Treasurer, Doris
Kienast, by May 1st. Please prayerfully consider your pledge.
We are still hoping to find a Chairperson for the Salad Luncheon. I
need this person to come forward before March 12th when the Executive Committee meets.
Meetings:
Hannah - March 9th at 1:00 pm - Dorothy Park has Program, Barb
Klockow is the Hostess
Hope - March 8th at 7:00 pm – Lori Vander Pas has Program, Lynnette
Jordan is the Hostess
Mary - March 21st at 2:00 pm – Meeting to be held at church
Doris Kienast has Program, Betty Rhode is the Hostess
BOOK REVIEW

Slowing Time by Barbara Mahany
Beginning in winter and tracing the seasons through the year, Mahany
celebrates sacredness that is gathered through the art of paying attention, savoring moments and cultivating stillness. By making room
for God and finding Godly specks in the
mundane, she pinpoints divinity in the
nooks and crannies of our everyday world.
Yours in Christ,
Tina Collett Vice-President
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Hospitality Invites You
to Join Us for
“Sharing Our Talents
Night”

YOUTH NEWS!

Monday March 20th at
6:30-7:30 pm
First United Methodist Church
Hartford-Youth Room

Youth Sunday, Feb. 19th
was amazing! All the youth
did a fantastic job ushering, greeting, reading, coffee hour servers, etc. It
truly was a beautiful day of
the youth sharing their love
of Christ with the congregation. Obviously God has
made some awesome masterpieces.

You can park in the lower lot by the
Youth Room Door
Presenter – Carla Kramoris

“Happy Healthy Exercise
for ALL Ages”
What to expect:
Join us for a fun and relaxed time of
fellowship.
The focus will be on simple ways to
stay healthy and active via
Stretches
Improving Balance
Class geared to all ages
Please wear comfortable clothing
for simple stretching.
Please sign up on the sheet posted
on the window by the office.
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PIE AUCTION &
CHILI LUNCH
Thank you to all who made the yummy pies and for those who
bid in the Youth Pie Auction on Feb. 19th. Each mission trip
participant who entered a pie in the auction had $41.66 added
to their account! Between coffee hour and the chili luncheon,
the youth generated $266.50 to help fund youth group meals
and field trips. Thank you for your support!
Sunday School
In February , the rotation students (1-5th) finished the Joseph
rotation. In the Cookery unit we created Peace bridges and
discussed how colors make us feel. Green can make us think
of envy and jealousy and it can also make us think of spring
and new beginnings. Mid-February the students began Elijah.

First United Methodist Church — Hartford, Wisconsin

March 2017

738 West Monroe
Hartford, WI 53027
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