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“Ring Christmas Bells”

Promise items needed, tech
opportunity , book review etc!
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CONTACT INFORMATION
First United Methodist Church
738 West Monroe Avenue
Hartford, 53027
262.673.3290

Pastor
Stephanie J. Taylor
sjtaylorumc@gmail.com

Join the Hospitality Ministry Team at the Third Annual Advent
Luncheon: “Ring Christmas Bells”. This event will be held Saturday December 2rd from 11:30 am—1:30 pm here at FUMC. Tickets are $8.00 each which includes a delicious lunch, a short program including our own bell Choir and musical selections by some
of our own talented church members. Tickets will be on sale starting Sunday November 12th through November 26th and can be
purchased during coffee hour or at the church office. Tables are
decorated and served by hostesses from our church. Invite a
friend and begin the advent season by attending this special event.

Director of Children’s & Family
Ministries

TEAMIN' UP FOR TEXAS

Emilee Mooney
Emilee.fumc@gmail.com

Would you like to experience the good feeling of

Youth Ministry Coordinator

helping others after a major disaster? A Volun-

Paul Wilson
pjwilson9@hotmail.com

teers in Mission (VIM) trip to help with hurricane

Office Managers

Harvey clean-up and rebuild will be held January 1-5th with travel

Robin Pfotenhauer & Becki Swenson
office@fumchartford.com

days before and after. We will have housing in a church in the

Little Lambs Preschool

Houston area. Our team can have up to 25 people ages 18 and

Director/Teacher
Deb Justman
littlelambs@fumchartford.com

District Superintendent
Rev. Deborah Thompson

older. We need lots of different talents to make the team efficient.
Grab a spot early and ring in the New Year in warmer temperatures. Please contact Andy and Amy Hess, Suamico United Meth-

Our Missionary

odist Church, for more information. alhess3@aol.com or 920-434-

Paul Webster

8065.

FUMC News and Notes

The Book Corner

The Bottom Line…
September Receivings: $20,449.61
September Payments: $26,635.87
Operating budget balance as of 9/30/2017:
($17,211.62)
*The parentheses mean this is a negative
number.
Ending the 3rd quarter with a negative balance in
the Operating Budget is not unusual, but it is
something to be aware of so we can turn things
around and end the year with a positive balance.
For those of you who are not familiar with accounting, a negative balance in an account
doesn’t mean that we don’t have money. At the
end of September the checking account balance
was $105,584.40. That checking account balance
is divided up among different “accounts” here at
church such as Memorials, Pikes Peak Challenge/ Kitchen loan, Capital Improvements and a
few others including the Operating Budget. Each
week I account for all the money we receive in our
offering on Sunday and put it in the account
where it belongs. All the financial information is on
the green sheets for you to see, but in this article I
only focus on the Operating Budget seeing as that
is the most important.
This is the account where we pay for all the expenses related to keeping the church in operation
such as salaries, supplies and all the same bills
that you have at home like phone, heat, utilities,
insurance, lawn care and snow removal.
On November 30th we will be having our annual
church conference where one of the things we
vote on is the budget for 2018. Those who are in
attendance will approve a budget that ALL of us
bear responsibility for. Please try to make this
meeting and be a part of the decision making. It
is an honor and a joy to be a part of this wonderful
church family!
Blessings,
Ann Conroy
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Massacre at Sand Creek
by Gary L. Roberts
November 29, 1864. Colonel
John Milton Chivington, a Methodist minister,
gave the command that led to the slaughter of
230 peaceful Cheyenne and Arapaho, primarily
women, children and elderly, who were camped
under the protection of the U.S. government along
Sand Creek in Colorado Territory and flying both
an American and white flags. The Sand Creek
Massacre seized attention in the winter of 1864–
1865 and generated a controversy that still excites heated debate more than 150 years later.
This book is also available for your Kindle.

TECH OPPORTUNITY!
The Tech Corner in the sanctuary is
looking for more volunteers that can help with the
worship experience. These tasks run somewhere
between assembling items to project on the
screen during service to operating the camera
that captures the service which is posted on the
web. You don’t need to attend or work every
Sunday. We would also like to have a dedicated
set of volunteers to make sure the 10:45am worship service uses the projection materials. Experience with PowerPoint is helpful, but not necessary. Experience with soundboards is helpful, but
not necessary. We will train! Please contact Terry Brown 262-707-5777 if you are interested.
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From the desk of Pastor Stephanie…..
“Working Together — Celebrating God’s Good Gifts”
Dear friends,
We are currently involved in our annual stewardship
emphasis, “Working Together — Celebrating God’s
Good Gifts.”

When we take any of these approaches, we act as
though the money is really ours. We fail to recognize
the truth of Deuteronomy 8:18: “But remember the Lord
your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth.” And when we act as though the money is
ours, we fail to glorify God in its use and fail to “seek
first the kingdom of God” in our giving and in our living.

Stewardship has been likened to a three-legged stool.
Total stewardship consists of the “three Ts” — time, talents and treasure. Remove any one of the three, and
stewardship in an individual life, in a family and in a
church like ours is severely weakened and undermined.

One day a lady called the Butterball Turkey Company
and said that she found a frozen turkey in her freezer
with an expiration date 15 years old. She wanted to
know whether it was safe to cook and eat. The Butterball representative said the company highly recomUnderlying this analogy and our use of time, talents and mended that she throw it away. “Oh, that’s okay,” she
treasure is the clear teaching of Scripture: God owns it said. “I’ll just give it to my church.”
all! Repeatedly the Bible emphasizes God’s ownership
of everything and our role as managers and stewards of Leftovers are such humble things,
We would not serve them to a guest,
what God has entrusted to us.
And yet we serve them to our Lord
Who deserves the very best.
A children’s musical, “Treasure Island,” by David and
We give to Him leftover time,
Celeste Clydesdale, contains this important message:
Stray minutes here and there,
Leftover cash we give to Him,
Tick-tock, tick-tock, twenty-four hours in each day.
Such few coins as we can spare.
Tick-tock, tick-tock, sixty minutes in each hour.
We give our youth unto the world,
What we do and what we say, time will tell what our
To hatred, lust and strife;
hearts treasure.
Then in declining years we give
To Him the remnant of our life.
“Time” is an important subject to God. There are over
230 references to “time” in the Bible. Those who walk in
a wise manner are described in one translation as peo- As you consider the time, talents and treasure God has
ple who are “redeeming the time” (Eph. 5:16).
given to you, please remember that we are “Working
Together — Celebrating God’s Good Gifts.” You might
Redeeming the time means that we are to make the
want to pray this prayer: “Lord, as you provide, by faith,
most of every opportunity to invest our time — and our this is how I intend to give.” As we step out by faith,
talents — in things that really count, mainly in the lives working together and trusting God to provide, it will be
of people and in service to Christ. On the one hand, we absolutely amazing to watch God bless our efforts more
can fritter away the time and talents that God has given than we might ask or even think (Ephesians 3:20).
to us in trivial pursuits or selfish interests. Or we can
take to heart what Christ said and seek first His kingThank you for your faithfulness to the Lord and to the
dom and His righteousness. We can put first things first
ministry of First United Methodist Church. Thank you for
in the use of our time and talents here at First United
your consistency in giving of your time, talents and
Methodist Church.
treasure to the work of the Lord here. And thank you for
what you are going to do in the future in celebration of
When it comes to our finances, we have a choice. We
God’s good gifts!
can squander them on things that do not matter in “the
long run,” things that do not count for eternity. We can
“ . . . we are co-workers in God’s service.”
hoard them, putting our total emphasis on the “rainy
day” that is yet to come. We can refuse to share with
Yours in Christ,
others who are in need. We can be stingy when it
comes to giving back to the Lord that which is rightfully
Stephanie J. Taylor
His. Certainly we have the ability to treat our finances in
any of these ways. But do we have the right?
November 2017
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It’s the end of an Era. We have made the decision to disband from the United Methodist Women Organization. This
means we shall no longer make pledges to the district or have formal meetings.
As many of you know, it has been increasingly difficult to find members to fill the many positions required. We are
simply choosing a simpler model. Many of you have been a United Methodist Women for forty years and I’m sure
you’re sad to see this change. Please take heart that this is not a failure on anyone’s part but merely a change of direction. We will have more freedom on what and where we choose to put our efforts.
Does this mean we will not be active in our circles? God forbid, no! We will still meet as circles and we will respond to
Jesus’ calling in each of our own unique ways. We all love our Circles and the fellowship it provides. These relationships will continue and grow. I hope you all find this change favorable. Please join the General Meeting on November
7th to discuss how we implement these changes.
Meetings:
General Meeting – November 7th at 6:30 pm at church – Hannah has program and Members at Large are hostess
Hannah – November 9th at 1:00 pm – Joyce Scadden has Program, Liz Yustus is the Hostess
Hope – November 15th at 8:00 am – Lynnette Jordan has Program, Lori VanderPas is the Hostess
Mary - November 21st at 2:00 pm – Judy Sterman has Program, RoGene McKeithen is the Hostess
Peace,
Tina Collett
Vice-President

would definitely be put to good use.

BABY ITEMS NEEDED
Hello everyone,
I hope you are all doing well!
So, as some of you know I currently have 3 clients
who are expecting and they are all due within a few
weeks of each other. They are in need of baby items
for when their little ones arrive and I wanted to send
out a list to you all because I know that sometimes I
get calls for people who want to donate.











Wipes and newborn diapers
onesies, socks, baby clothing
bottles
Pacifiers
burp cloths and blankets
baby body wash/shampoo and lotions
high chair
crib
baby tubs for washing

Thank You!
From Family Promise Director

The list of items that are needed are below. Also, for
the larger items like a crib, high chair, swings, and
baby tub I don't expect people to buy those items,
but if there is a family who has those items and
would like to donate them to Family Promise they
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November 26

November 19
Thanksgiving
Potluck
Sunday

November 12

8:30

November 5

10:45

8:30

9:30

10:45

8:30

10:45

TIME

DATE

Youth

GREETERS

Bobby Klockow

LITURGISTS

Britney Lane

Britney Lane

Jim & June
Buchmeier
Glenn Lepien

Allie Sutheimer

Allie Sutheimer

Britney Lane

Britney Lane

NURSERY

April Alsum

Youth

ACOLYTES

Tim Purman
Joe Pfotenhauer
Scott Warren

Youth

Tim Kramoris
Patricia Linehan
Amiee Sutheimer

USHERS

Ministry Schedule for November 2017

9:30 Fellowship,
9:40 Sunday School
10 Men’s Choir
10:45 Worship
4:30 Confirmation

26 8:30 Worship

9:30 Worship
10:30 All-church
Thanksgiving potluck
4:30 Confirmation
5:30 Youth Group Movie
Night

19

lowship, 9:40 Sunday School,
9:45 New Member class in
Chapel, 10 Men’s Choir,
10:45 Worship & Pack ing
party, 2 Youth to Musical,
4:30 Confirmation
6 Scout Pack Meeting

12 8:30 Worship, 9:30 Fel-

9:30 Fellowship
9:40 Sun. School,
10 Men’s Choir
10:45 Worship
5:30 Youth Groups

5 8:30 Worship

Sunday

27

6:30 Ministry Team
Meetings

20

13
6:30 Prayer Shawl
Ministry
6:30 Leadership
Board

6

Monday

First United Methodist Church
738 W. Monroe Avenue
Hartford, WI 53027

28
8:30 Little Lambs
9-Tops

2– Mary Circle
6:30 Hospitality

21
8:30 Little Lambs
9-Tops

14
8:30 Little Lambs
9-Tops

7
8:30 Little Lambs
9-Tops
6:30 UMW General
Meeting

Tuesday

6:30 Bells
7:30 Chancel Choir

29

7 Thanksgiving worship @ St. Kilian’s
8 Chancel Choir

22

Gardens need to be cleaned
up by this date

15
8 am Hope Circle
6:30 Bells
7:30 Chancel Choir

6:30 Bells
7:30 Chancel Choir

10

3

Friday

11

4

5:30 pm Church
Conference

30
8:30 Little Lambs

23

24

Saturday

11-Hartford
Community Lunch

30

25

16
17 8:30
18
8:30 Little Lambs
Lifeline Screening in
10-12 Clothes Closet Fellowship Hall

9
8:30 Little Lambs
1-Hannah Circle

10-12 Clothes Closet

6:30 Bells
7:30 Chancel Choir

8

2

Thursday

1

Wednesday
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YOUTH & CHILDREN’S
MINISTRY
Please mark your calendars! November
19th there will be one service at
9:30am. After we worship together, we
will have a Thanksgiving meal with our church family. There won't be any Sunday School that day, but
we will resume as scheduled on Nov 25th! More details to come, as the date approaches!

thank these wonderful people as they volunteer their
time and effort with the youngest people of our congregation. Without them, and all of our other rotation
teacher volunteers (Guy Tuxhorn and Patricia
Linehan), we would not be able to have our extraordinary Sunday School program. You are appreciated
and we thank you!
The Youth Group will be having a Movie
Night on November 19th from 5:30-7:30
in the youth room. This is open to
friends & family of our youth, so please
invite others to join us!

Get ready for the wonderful yearly tradition of the Children's Christmas Program. This year, it will be on December 10th.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS
CHILD

The Sunday School children will be beginning a 4
week classroom setting curriculum now until November 12th.
The Operation Christmas Child Packing Party will be
on November 12th held after Sunday
**The 1st & 2nd grades will be learning about the 10 School. Please join the youth, and the congregaCommandments, with Cathy Alsum & Andrew Murphy tion to help pack our shoeboxes filled with toys to
as the co-teachers.
Haiti. We will have pizza to enjoy while we do our
**The 2nd & 3rd grades will be concentrating on
work!
Knowing The Bible, with Angelo Pezzino as the teacher. The 5th grade will be focusing on What is a Methodist?, with Jane Daw as their teacher.
**Our preschool & kindergarten youngsters will be
working with their teachers Kris Mueller, Deanna
Lang, Bev Schatz, Steve Alsum and Arde Nicolaus on
Dear FUMC members and friends,
the hands-on curriculum for their age levels.
Scott Lepien continues to teach the 6th & 7th graders, while Heidi Gottfried carries on teaching the 8th
graders.

Thank you so much for your kind thoughts and
prayers during my recent surgery and illness. Knowing that there were others who were concerned
was a comfort to me. Thanks you so much!

In the high school setting, we still have our amazing
teachers in Jay & Victoria Triick, Brian Swenson,
Glenn Lepien and Paul Wilson. Please take time to

Doris Lepien
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Youth News….Wow, what an October. We started Youth Group on the 1st with our first Youth Group
Worship. We began by singing some praise songs and then heard a message about Connecting with Jesus, complete
with some charades and other activities. We closed the night by playing Underground Church.
Unfortunately, we didn't have enough interest in going to Fright Fest so we canceled; the weather was bad that day
anyway. On the 8th, we had Youth Participation Sunday and Andrew Aslum was the liturgist. We followed it up by
having movie night and watched Guardians of the Galaxy Volume 2.
Even though we had just gone apple picking in September, we decided to do an apple pie fundraiser. Barthel Fruit
Farm generously donated as many Cortland apples as we wanted to pick. They also asked that we pick some for the
food pantry. Thank You Barthel’s!!!
Special thanks to the pie bakers! I’d like to specifically call out Bobby Klockow who helped make pies on Saturday
the 14th. We had enough apples to make 50 pies, make a lot of applesauce, give bags to Summerfield, make apple

topping for pancakes, give them away to the congregation….and we still had leftover apples…
Sunday the 15th, we had our fall pancake breakfast. Thanks to everyone that helped make the breakfast a success.
Between the pies and pancakes, the youth group raised over $1100. That will go a long way to keeping us
busy.

As a reward for all the hard work at pancakes, we let loose at Lasertag Adventure on Sunday night. About
25 of us ran around for a few hours playing in the dark. It is too much fun….
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Little Lambs Preschool
This month, we will be exploring and learning about…

Thankful Thoughts & Blessings

Join us November 12th for the Little Lambs Coffee Hour
There are still openings for Fall Preschool for 3 & 4 year olds. Children can enroll
in Little Lambs Preschool at any time throughout the school year.
Enrollment Information and Registration Forms can be found on our website:
www.littlelambshartford.com

Hospitality Invites You to Join Us for
“Sharing Our Talents Night”

Monday November 13th at 7:00 Pm
Located at Douglas Jeweler Downtown Hartford
Presenter – David Schlotthauer

Jewelry Education Class-Gemstones
-How

to be a savvy shopper when purchasing jewelry.
Topics

-Know your Gemstones!
-Genuine vs. Synthetic vs. Created
-Buying Jewelry on Vacation
-Jewelry Trends 2017
Question and Answer Session
Refreshments will be served.

November 2017
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Milestones

11/17
11/18
11/21
11/22

11/01
11/03
11/04
11/05
11/06

11/07

11/08
11/09
11/10
11/11
11/12

11/16

11/23
11/24
11/25
11/27

Deb Justman
Kelly Petersen
Merle Pamperin
Max Klockow
Angie Borst
Bev Schatz
Renee Draper
Rachel Garza
Lorena Yanez
Angie VanMinsel
Don Gartzke
Doug Schlotthauer
Dennis Schauer
Allison Sutheimer
Marie Dixon
Orlean Lepien
Carolyn Lepien
James Buchmeier
Lynn Stephenson
Geri Wandrey
Lucas Hass
Aiden Pezzino
Caitlin Purman
Elizabeth Wieting
Melissa Richards
Keaton Staus
Keith Lucht
Kurt Langenecker
Michael DuPont

11/28
11/29
11/30

11/04
11/08
11/12
11/13
11/16
11/17
11/19
11/20
11/21
11/30

Shawn Bartel
Jim Gottfried
Amelia Bartel
Evan Kruger
Arde Nicolaus
Berde Rateau
Cleo Roering
Cathy Alsum
John Rufener
Ardell Nicolaus
Austin Hahn
Michael Wawrzyn
Brittany Swenson
Lindsey Wesner
Patty Getz

Paul & Cathi Wilson
Branden & Samantha Precord
Chris & Janice Sigl
Tom & Diane Guenther
Chad & Michelle Baumgartner
Don and Carilyn Szmanda
Paul & Diana Jennett
Fred & Kelly Weiss
Ken & Maxine French
Scott & Jennie Lepien

RELAY FOR LIFE “SPIRIT DRIVEN” TEAM
Our church has had a tradition of having a very strong Relay for Life team representing us
each year. They are called “Spirit Driven”. There is an opportunity for someone, or two people, to lead this group into the next few years. It is not a hard job but comes with many rewards! If you think God is calling you to be a champion for cancer by leading this wonderful group of individuals, please contact the church office, Lori VanderPas or Robin Pfotenhauer. Those who have cancer or
have died from cancer related illnesses are counting on you. Everyone knows someone who has or has had
cancer. This is an opportunity to make a difference!
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From the Desk of Hospitality
Fall is finally in the air - pumpkins, apple pie, and picturesque landscapes filled with amazing colors. Fall is a
time to be thankful for the bountiful harvest our Lord has provided and the beautiful world He has made us.
Let us take the time to share our thankfulness with others, share some produce with a neighbor or friend, or
invite a friend, neighbor or family member who does not have a “home church” to join us on Sunday Morning
or another event at church this season. We, as Christians and members of FUMC, are commissioned to help
make Disciples of Christ. What better way to make disciples than to share the experience of our amazing
church family! Let us share the “harvest” God has given us with those around us.
October Talent Night, “Staying Safe in Your Home as You Grow Older,” was attended by five church members
and led by Amie Sutheimer, who is an Occupational Therapist. Amie shared information on staying safe as
we age, and the information was greatly appreciated! She also provided a handout. If anyone was unable to
attend but is interested in a copy of the handout, please contact Amie or Victoria Triick at victoriatriick@gmail.com.
Coming up events sponsored by Hospitality:
November 11th: Hartford Christmas Parade
Hospitality will be working with the Senior High Youth on a float to enter in the parade this year. The
theme is Christmas Heroes. What a perfect theme for Christians! If anyone is interested in donating
candy to pass out on the parade route, it would be greatly appreciated and can be left by the Christian
education office. If you’re interested in float building and getting to know our youth, please contact
Victoria Triick or Emilee Mooney at Emilee.fumc@gmail.com to sign-up.
November 13th: Sharing Your Talents Night
David Schlotthauer will present a class titled, “Jewelry Education - Gemstones.” The class will take
place onsite at Douglas Jewelers at 7pm. Refreshments will be provided. For more details, please see
the flyer in this newsletter or look for the sign-up sheet on the church office window.
November 21st: Christmas Tree Decorating
Our church has been invited to decorate a Christmas tree in the Schauer Arts Center that represents
our church. We will be decorating between 12pm-1pm. If you have decoration ideas or would like to
help, please contact Victoria Triick.
December 2nd: Advent Luncheon
We will be having our third annual Advent Luncheon from 11:30am-1:30pm.
Our church’s own Bell Choir and several other soloists from our church will be performing this year.
The menu will include cranberry glazed chicken breasts, stuffing, green beans almandine, and rolls.
For dessert, there will be home-baked cookies and ice cream. See more details in the additional article in this newsletter.
Lastly, if you ordered a name badge, they have come in and will be on the name badge cart in the entryway.
Thank you Michelle Janke, our newest member, for managing this part of our ministry.
*A final reminder to please wear your name badges to help everyone get to know the names of the church
members. Please keep our ministry in your prayers as we work to maintain a welcoming atmosphere and receive new members into our community.
Blessings,
Hospitality Team

P. 11

First United Methodist Church — Hartford, Wisconsin

November 2017

738 West Monroe
Hartford, WI 53027
262-673-3290
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

First United Methodist Church – Hartford, Wisconsin

First United Methodist Church • Hartford, Wisconsin

NOVEMBER 2017 NEWSLETTER

