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Sharon Cowan
I was previously a registered nurse for 36 years and volunteered as medical
personnel with the Houston area Multiple Sclerosis Society for bicycle rides.
I occasionally went to the church when I was in Conroe but attended regularly while in Houston. I would like to continue to volunteer for Family Promise nights, and read the liturgy at worship services as I have been doing. I
would be interested in doing other things for the church and would love to
get to know the members of the congregation better!
Marty Gienke
My journey in life began October 1938 in Cleveland, Ohio where I spent my
formative years growing up and being part of the Disciples of Christ
Church. After marrying Mac 57 years ago, we lived in Texas, California, Ohio
and Wisconsin, had two children, Tricia and Bill, and now have 12 grandchildren, six of whom were adopted through foster care. I am a retired elementary school teacher and like to read, and enjoy the outdoors, sports
and volunteering. We recently downsized from our home on Lake Sinissippi
in Hustisford to a condo in Hartford. I am looking forward to being a part of
this church family!
Alexander Gray
I have been looking for a church home in Hartford and have been very happy with First United Methodist Church, because of the friendly, receptive
environment. Prior to attending I was a regular of Lancaster County's St.
Paul's United Methodist Church and I sought a similar experience. I am an
inventor. I have a bit of a perfectionistic personality, so solving a problem
or improving a circumstance and being creative while doing so is an inspiration to me. I'm looking forward to being a member here and contributing to
church functions.
Pat Swenson
I am coming to First United Methodist Church from Federated Church in
Green Lake, WI. I moved to Hartford to be closer to family and will be moving into Hartford Square II in April. I am a “snow bird” and will be heading
for Ft. Myers Beach, FL, in January after the birth of my first great grandchild. I am the mother of three married children and nine grandchildren. I
am looking forward to spending more time with my son, Brian Swenson,
and his wife, Becki, who are also members of the church. The friendliness
of this church means a lot to me. I have already joined the Prayer Shawl
group and am looking forward to volunteering in other ways.

FUMC News and Notes

Bottom Line

Carla Kramoris received this from the Summerfield Mission in regards to our participation:
Blessings!

November Receivings: $35,222.13
November Payments: $35,212.13

Operating budget balance as of 11/30/2017:
($15,949.57) * This is a negative balance.
At the start of a new year, many people make new
year’s resolutions. While this is very much a worldly
concept, there are spiritual components to this idea.
The start of a new year is a great time for personal reflection; How did last year go for me? Are there things
about myself or my life that I want to change? What
are some goals I can set for myself to become a better
follower of Jesus? It is also a perfect opportunity to let
go of burdens that might be holding you back. Confess
your sins and short fallings, ask God’s forgiveness and
then leave them behind and move forward. A new year
means a new start with a blank slate. God calls us to
live an abundant life and the start of a new year fills
us with hope and the opportunity for endless possibilities.
As 2018 begins, I pray that each and every one of you
will leave the past behind and look forward to the new
year. I pray that God will bless your lives in unimaginable ways and that you will desire to live an abundant
life each and every day.
Blessings,
Ann Conroy

You all have shown through your actions that you
care enough to welcome the least and the lost with
open arms. Thank you so much! With your help we
served over 4,000 people in 2017, making a tremendous difference to God's kingdom.
I am thrilled to announce that earlier this fall we
brought a new Meal Program director on board. His
name is Robert Itzin. If you have served in the last
month or two, you have probably already met
him. If you are scheduled to serve in the coming
week or two, you probably have already heard from
him. He has taken over the responsibility of reaching out to partners on the schedule to confirm that
they are ready to go, something I very much appreciate. Better yet, Robert brings a tenderness and
concern to the Meal Program that is born from the
time that he needed support when himself was
homeless and struggling to recover from addiction. It is through the Meal Program that I first met
him and am so blessed to see how we made a
transformational difference in his life.
If you haven't gotten your self on the schedule for
the coming year, we have dates available beginning
with December 30, 2017 and running through
2018. As we begin this Advent Season I urge you to
pray about how God is calling you to live out the gift
of Hope that you have received.

AV CORNER
OPPORTUNITY!
The Tech Corner in the Sanctuary is opening up the opportunity for more volunteers willing to help with the
worship experience. These tasks run somewhere between
assembling items to project on the screen during service to
operating the camera that captures the service which is
posted on the web. You don’t need to attend or work every
Sunday. We would also like to have a dedicated set of volunteers to make sure the 10:45am worship service uses
the projection materials. Experience with PowerPoint is
helpful, but not necessary. Experience with soundboards is
helpful, but not necessary. We will train! Please contact
Terry Brown 262-707-5777 if you are interested.
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SUMMERFIELD MINISTRY
RECEIVES THANK YOU!

Thank you all for your compassionate ministry.
Peace,
Pastor Jennifer
Rethink Church
at Summerfield UMC
Inclusive~Authentic~Healing
www.summerfieldchurch.org
https://www.facebook.com/SummerfieldMethodist
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From the desk of Pastor Stephanie…..
Greetings in the Name of our Lord and Savior, Thanks for being part of us here at First UMC!
Jesus Christ!
Blessings in Christ,
A new year is upon us and I would like to take Pastor Stephanie J. Taylor
a moment to reach out to our First UMC family. It is a special time for us to reflect on the
past year and to look forward to our mission
for the year to come.
While we are still at the beginning of another
year, we probably all think of things we would
like to do better, and ways we can improve our
lives so that when we get to the end of this
year, we can look back and give thanks to God
for helping us to do better.
As a Christian, we must always have that desire to “do better” and become all that God
wants us to be not only for our own sake, but
for the sakes of our families and a lost and
dying world searching for answers. I would encourage you to do what you can this year, with
the help of the Holy Spirit to make an impact
in the world around you by simply being faithful and obedient to God’s leading in your
life. Be sensitive to His voice, and you will be
amazed at what He will do!

Noah and I would like to thank you for remembering us with cards, gifts and goodies this
Christmas. We are blessed! May God richly
bless you and yours in the New Year!
Pastor Stephanie

If we will simply do some of the small things,
they will add up into something big accomplished for the Kingdom of God over the next
year, and you will look back in appreciation to
the Lord for the way He has led you.
There are so many wonderful things on the
horizon this coming year and I am honored to
have the opportunity to experience them with
all of you. I look forward to seeing you and
your family in worship.
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YOUTH NEWS
December sure went by fast. We only met on two weekends, but we packed them full.One of my favorite youth
groups of the year happened on the first Sunday, 12/3. During Youth Group youth we stuffed 20 stockings (10
boys and 10 girls) full for Family Promise, just in time for them to delivered by St. Nick. We also baked cookies
and made cards to stuff into College Care Packages for about a dozen of our former youth.

The next weekend, 12/9 and 12/10 was quite busy. We started by having an all day Star Wars Movie Marathon, from 8 AM to 7 PM. That’s right, 11 hours of movies! There were about 20 youth that grazed on food
all day and enjoyed Rogue 1 to Episode 7, getting us ready for Episode 8. We enjoyed some light saber battles in between movies.

On Sunday morning of that weekend it was Youth Participation again with Irene Wilson leading the service
as the liturgist. Many other youth that greeted and ushered. Later that afternoon we went Christmas caroling at 3 local nursing homes. More Youth News continued on page 7...
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JANUARY 28

JANUJARY 21

JANUJARY 14

8:30

JANUARY 7

10:45

8:30

10:45

8:30

10:45

8:30

10:45

TIME

DATE

Carla and Tim
Kramoris

Joe and Jeanne
Konrad

YOUTH

Marty Geinke

GREETERS

Rod Bartlow

Carla Kramoris

Sharon Cowan

Jeanne Konrad

Ruth Knoll

YOUTH

Robin Pfotenhauer

Natalie Cleland

LITURGISTS

Allie Sutheimer

Allie Sutheimer

Dawn Schauer
Crystal Odenwald
Tracy Loosen

Brittney Lane
Brian Swenson
Becki Swenson
Cheryl Malko

Dorothy Park

Brittney Lane

Jeanne Konrad
Ken Daw
Jane Daw

April Alsum

April Alsum

YOUTH

Ruth & Larry Redeker
Joyce Kautz

YOUTH

Allie Sutheimer

Joyce Lackas
Rob Bush
Deanna Lang

NURSERY

Allie Sutheimer

ACOLYTES

Scott Warren
Dave Bohovsky
Bob Cleland

USHERS

Ministry Schedule for Janaury 2018

15

6:30 Ministry Team
Meetings

14 8:30 Worship

9:30 Fellowship, 9:40 Sunday School, 9:50 Men’s
Choir, 10:45 Worship , 5:30
Youth Groups

9:30 Fellowship, 9:40 Sunday School, 9:50 Men’s
Choir, 10:45 Worship , 5:30
Youth Groups

28 8:30 Worship

29

21 8:30 Worship
22
9:30 Fellowship, 9:40 Sunday School, 9:50 Men’s
Choir, 10:45 Worship , 5:30
Youth Groups

9:30 Fellowship, 9:40 Sunday School, 9:50 Men’s
Choir, 10:45 Worship , 5:30
Youth Groups, Family Prom5 Family Promise
ise

8
6:30 Leadership
Board Meets

Happy New Year!

1
Office closed

Monday

7 8:30 Worship

Sunday

First United Methodist Church
738 W. Monroe Avenue
Hartford, WI 53027

8:30 Little Lambs
9:00 TOPS

30

8:30 Little Lambs
9:00 TOPS

23

9:00 TOPS

8:30 Little Lambs
8:45 Home School Art
Class

16

5 Family Promise

8:30 Little Lambs
9:00 TOPS

9

8:45 Home School Art
Class

8:30 Little Lambs
9:00 TOPS

6:30 Bell Choir
7:30 Chancel Choir

31

6:30 Bell Choir
7:30 Chancel Choir

24

6:30 Bell Choir
7:30 Chancel Choir

17

6:30 Bell Choir

5 Family Promise

10

6:30 Bell Choir

3

Wednesday

2

Tuesday

8:30 Little Lambs

25

6 pm Scout meeting
#3794

8:30 Little Lambs
10 Clothes Closet open

18

5 Family Promise

8:30 Little Lambs

11

8:30 Little Lambs
10 Clothes Closet open

4

Thursday

Friday

26

19

5 Family Promise

12

5

JANUARY 2018

11:30 Hartford
Community
Lunch

27

20

5 Family Promise

13

6

Saturday

Youth News Continues...
We finished the night by having our Christmas party, a beach them. We played games, a gift exchange,
sang karaoke, decorated cookies and ornaments and had good time.

January Schedule
(The youth group calendar is up-to-date on the FUMC website under Youth Programming.)
January 7th -Youth Group - make tie blankets for Family Promise
January 14th - Youth Participation Sunday 1st service @ 8:30 AM Youth Group Worship (songs,
message, prayer)
January 19th— Lock-in (Both Middle school and High School - same night as snowed in at the movies)
January 21st—Youth Group - Movie
January 28th - Sunburst (Noon - 4ish, tubing 1-3PM, cost $15 includes a meal voucher)
Youth Group Sunday Evenings 5:30 – 7:30 PM (Lower Lot) - Grades 6-12 – Friends are Always Welcome
Contact: Paul Wilson - pjwilson9@hotmail.com, Mobile 262-751-8677

December
P. 7 2017

First United Methodist
Church
— Hartford,
Wisconsin
First United
Methodist
Church
— Hartford, Wisconsin

January
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LITTLE LAMBS UPDATE...

Little Lambs Preschool
This month, we will be learning about

Polar Pals & Winter Animals
Exploring Snow & Snow Kids

Registration is now open for the Spring Semester at Little Lambs Preschool.
Registration Information can be found on the Little Lambs bulletin board near the Gathering Room or on our website:

www.littlelambshartford.com
Children can join the Preschool program at anytime during the school year. To schedule
a tour to visit our classroom, please contact Director/Teacher Deb Justman at
littlelambs@fumchartford.com
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News from Emilee…
From the Desk of Children & Family Ministry
Director: Emilee Mooney
December is my favorite month of the year! The anticipation, excitement & joy awaiting Jesus’ birth is palpable in the air. All the planning and preparing can be hard, but it is so worth
it to see the children’s faces.
We hosted our very first Breakfast with Santa on December 9th and it was a gigantic success. We estimated there were approximately 80 people in attendance. For our first community outreach event, that is wonderful participation. We heard feedback from people that
it was so nice to be in a relaxed setting, the children could visit with Santa for as long as they
wanted, and the breakfast with delicious. I’d like to thank every single person that helped
(and we had a lot of help!). Without you, the event would not have run so smoothly.
The Children’s Christmas Program took place on December 10th, and it was wonderful!
There were a few times when I thought the manger might have tipped over, but everything
(and everyone) cooperated wonderfully. With my first Christmas program under my belt, I’ve
learned that children will make the program exactly as they want it. I hope you enjoyed it
(and maybe had a few laughs too!). Thank you to all the parents that wanted their children
to take part, and allowing them to do so. Thank you to Mr. French and Mrs. Pfotenhauer for
lending their musical talents to the program, I appreciate you.
The children enjoyed a Birthday Party for Jesus on December 17th during Sunday School. It
was complete with a special guest appearance by Charlie Brown (Glenn Lepien) and Linus
(Joe Bryzek) to teach the children the true meaning of Christmas. The children enjoyed a
birthday cake for Jesus, and I might have overheard a little one exclaim, “This is the best day
of Sunday School EVER!”
The next Sunday School rotation schedule is as follows; with the theme Adam and Eve:
01/07 – The 1st and 2nd graders will have Art with Mrs. Daw, the 3rd & 4th graders will have
Scinece with Mr. Pezzino, and the 5th graders will have computers with Mr. Tuxhorn.
01/17 – The 3rd/4th graders will have Art with Mrs. Daw, the 5th graders will have Science
with Mr. Pezzino and the 1st/2nd graders will have computers with Mr. Tuxhorn
01/21 – The 5th graders will have Art with Mrs. Daw, the 1st/2nd graders will have Science
with Mr. Pezzino and the 3rd/4th graders will have Computers with Mr. Tuxhorn
Many Blessings in the New Year!
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VIM NEWS...

30 that have been thinking about possibly joining our
yearly mission. In 2019 Jody and Lynnette will be leading
There was a lot of learning, making and strengthening of a special North Central Jurisdiction mission project for
connections, and worship during the annual C - DRC sym- young adults ages 18-30. Lynnette Jordan is the contact
person here at FUMC!
posium. We listened to, and asked questions of those
working in the Texas, Florida, The Rio, Texas, Virginia, and
Louisiana Conferences. We were also blessed to have
one of the Puerto Rico advance members, who had reFrom the Desk of Hospitality,
turned 48 hours prior, to preset a slideshow and inforAs we enter into a New Year, let us remember, to not only
mation on what is happening. They also explained the
share our hospitality, but also to share the gift we have
plan set up by the Puerto Rican Bishop for the way in
which the Methodist Church and UMCOR are working and been given by God, his Son. Let us strive to continue being the loving, arms wide open, church community we
will continue to work toward recovery.
are, throughout the coming year. “We” have been doing
It was a true blessing to be part of this,
some wonderful things for those in our community of faith
Lynnette Jordan
and beyond. We can be proud of our accomplishments
and our outreach programs. I have heard from several of
our new members, that they were drawn to our church
because of the friendly congregation and how they felt
truly welcome and at home here at FUMC.
Hospitality Happenings
2017 Advent Luncheon was a huge success. We even
had to add tables this year. We hosted 13 tables this year
and each one was as beautiful as the next. Special thank
you to Shari Purman, who organized this event, and to all
those who helped to make it a success, including the
singers, pianist, kitchen staff, sound staff, ornament makers, ice cream and cookie donators and our talented table hostesses. The donations this year will be going to the
Can you find Lynnette in the pictures?!
“Bell Choir” for maintenance of the bells and additional
Below are the people from the North Central Jurisdicneeds of the bell choir.
tion.
Coffee Hour Host “Thank you”
We want to send out a huge thank you to all those who
have supported coffee hour with their time and goodies!
Your support makes our time of fellowship a wonderful
event every Sunday! We couldn’t do it without you.

HOSPITALITY…….

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS FOR 2017

In addition, this is the last call to join the June 21-29,
2018 mission to Peru led by Lynnette Jordan and Jody
Pratt (MI). We are returning to Independencia and Ica, 2
church’s we have had multi-year relationships with. We
will continue the building projects and outreach of those
churches that have been have identified as being the
next step in our long term partnership.
Anyone that would like to support this mission with a financial contribution can submit money to our church office made out to “Middleville United Methodist
Church”. A special call goes out to those who are over
P. 10

Relay for Life/Spirit Driven
Home School Art Group
The Squares of Hartford
Youth
Hospitality
Garden Ministry Team
Lynnette Jordan (Peru/VIM?)
Disciple Bible Study
Men’s Group
Summerfield
Hope Circle
Leadership Board
Sr. High Mission Trip
Family Promise
VIM/Peru group/Volunteers in Action – Corinne Pillsbury
Week of Hope (mission trip)
Continued on page 11
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BIRTHDAYS
01/02 John Morin
Joe Thurmer
Mitchell Sutter
01/03 Dennis Linehan
01/04 Debra Morgenstern
01/05 Laura Wesner
01/06 Gladys Rolston
Jonathan Lang
Caylie Peters
Quinn Albrecht
01/07 Nancy Jones
Doug Kissel
Brian Sutheimer
Shelly Wieting
01/08 Rhiannon Pillsbury
01/09 Leigh Ann Hass
01/10 Pam Brown
Abigail Bumgarner
01/11 Nick Martin
01/12 Lori Vander Pas
Ginger Lacrosse
01/13 Angela Lindgren
01/15 Elisabeth Kappel
Richard Rouse
01/16 Zoe Precord
01/17 Dennis Carroll
Fred Hack
01/18 Cathi Wilson
01/19 Carol Martin
01/20 Bob Cleland
Dina Lane
01/21 Gary Koch
Greg Bidwell
01/22 Richard Rhode
01/23 Laura Borst
01/25 Camille Secola
Beth Bryzek
01/26 Christopher Wald
Jayla Buege
01/27 W. A. Mozart
01/28 Caryla Tuxhorn
Joleen Sabel
Brian Wuest
Andrew Alsum
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ANNIVERSARIES
01/07
01/18
01/21
01/27

Michael & Kim DeGroot
Kayla & Aaron Sterman
Jeannette & James Buege
Lynn & Tom Stephenson

***************************

HUMAN
TRAFFICKING

to stop predators. We discussed social media influence and how important it is for parents to protect their
children by screening their computers
and phones. We also heard from a
survivor.
On Sunday, January 17th, I will be
hosting coffee hour to raise money for
Exploit No More and Lacy’s Hope Project. Exploit No More now has a home
to house teenage girls in recovery
from sex trafficking. Lacy’s Hope Project also does excellent work for
awareness and advocacy; you may
have seen their billboards this summer.

A growing problem

If you are interested in checking out a
WCATA meeting, the next one is JanuBeginning in 2010, by Presidential
ary 23rd at the Jack Russell Memorial
Proclamation, each January is designated as National Slavery and Human Library at 6:30 pm. See you at coffee
hour on January 17th!
Trafficking Prevention Month. I
thought I would take this opportunity
to tell you about the Washington Coun- Peace,
Tina Collett
try Anti-Trafficking Advocates
(WCATA). It is an anti-trafficking advocacy group providing networking opportunities for those working to end
Human Trafficking. We share ideas
for action plans and create community
awareness.
I used to think Human Trafficking was
a third world problem, and was truly
shocked to find out that Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, ranks as one of the very
highest cities in this country in sex
trafficking. That’s nothing to be proud
about. This issue is so mind blowing and dark that one can feel completely overwhelmed at the idea of
being able to make a difference. Yet,
we are making a difference.
For example, at the October meeting,
we had 65 people in attendance! There was a local women that
has been filming a documentary that
is soon to be released. Miss Wisconsin, Danika Tramburg, attended the
meeting and showed interest in adding the issue of Human Trafficking to
her platform. We heard from Dodge
County Sheriff Dale Schmidt who
shared what law enforcement is doing

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS FOR 2017
Continued from page 10
UMW
Women’s Retreat
Sunday School for Operation Christmas Child
Mission Team
Triick’s
Rachel Johnson Mission to Nicaragua
Little Lamb
****If you are interested in volunteering you can sign up on the list on the
bulletin board near the office.
May you have a Healthy and Blessed
New Year,
Hospitality Ministry Team
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