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AT THE CROSS
TAKE A LOOK . . .
VIM Training, Youth,
Mission Ministry Team,
Breakfast with the Bunny,
Lenten Worship and more!

FUMC Mission Statement
“Making Disciples of Christ”
LENTEN AND EASTER WORSHIP
SCHEDULE
Wednesday March 7— Redeemer Lutheran Church
7pm worship

From Pastor Stephanie

P. 3

Youth News

P. 4 & 12

Little Lambs

P. 8 & 9

Wednesday March 14— St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church
5-6:30 Potato Bar
7pm Worship

CONTACT INFORMATION

Wednesday March 21— St. Mary’s of the Hill
7pm Worship

First United Methodist Church

Sunday March 25— FUMC
Palm Sunday Worship 8:30 & 10:45 am

738 West Monroe Avenue
Hartford, 53027
262.673.3290

Pastor
Stephanie J. Taylor
sjtaylorumc@gmail.com
Director of Children & Family Ministries
Emilee Mooney
Emilee.fumc@gmail.com
Youth Group
Paul Wilson
pjwilson9@hotmail.com

Office Managers
Robin Pfotenhauer & Becki Swenson
office@fumchartford.com

Little Lambs Preschool
Director/Teacher
Deb Justman
littlelambs@fumchartford.com

District Superintendent
Our Missionary
Paul Webster

Thursday March 29— FUMC
7pm Maundy Thursday Worship
Friday March 30— St. Aidan’s Episcopal
1pm Worship for Good Friday
Sunday April 1—EASTER— FUMC
7:15 am Breakfast, 8:30 and 10:45 am Easter Worship Celebration

FUMC News and Notes
The Bottom Line…

2018 Women’s Retreat
Do you feel stuck?

By Ann Conroy

So many of us live stuck. Stuck trying to seem perfect.
Stuck in sadness. Stuck feeling numb. Stuck pursuing
more stuff to make us happy. Stuck in something we can’t
even name. These stuck places often go unattended inEach year the Mission Ministry Team chooses different side of us and they are shaping our lives more than we
organizations to support with the funds collected that would like to think. We’ve been trying to fix this feeling
year. $2,500 is given each year to support Paul Web- with everything but…GOD.

January Receivings: $22,041.30
January Payments: $28,942.14

ster who is a United Methodist Missionary living and
serving at the Mujila Falls Agriculture Centre in Zambia, Africa. In addition to that, $4,770 was divided up
and given to the following missions:

He has a plan for these spaces inside of us, the places we
feel broken, but we have to go to Him. We are going on a
journey to take an honest look at the fight going on inside,
leading us to the God who has a plan to restore it, to re$795 to Exploit No More-dedicated to ending child sex store us.
trafficking in the Greater Milwaukee region
Join us April 20-22, 2018 at Pine Lake Camp as we study,
$795 to Redeem & Restore-a Christian based organi- discuss and share this topic of being stuck, based on a
zation who demonstrates the love of Jesus by provid- DVD study by Jennie Allen and facilitated by Patti Bertling.
Cost is $100. Scrip account money can be used to pay for
ing a safe home, food, clothing, access to medical
care, counseling, educational opportunities and voca- this and scholarships are always available upon request.
Please contact Ann Conroy with any questions: 262-227tional training to victims of domestic sexual exploita4706 or annandkevin@charter.net

tion or trafficking
$1,590 to Rising Sun Camp-provides a free week at a *Registration begins March 18th
United Methodist Camp for children who have a parent
in prison
$1,590 to UMCOR’s Disaster Response in the US
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY NEWS!
Loose offering collected on the second Sunday of each By RoGene McKeithen
month as well as all the offerings on Ash Wednesday, Prayer Shawls, not just for your grandmother anyMaundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter, Thanksgiving more!
and Christmas are given to the Mission Ministry Team
Whom do you know that needs a hug? The Prayer Shawl
for support of local or other worthy mission such as
Ministry Team has several styles and colors of prayer
the above. Loose offering collected on the third Sunshawls available. A prayer shawl can provide a warm, comday of each month goes directly to the Hartford Food forting embrace in good times as well as difficult ones. It
Pantry.
serves as a reminder of God’s love and His presence with
us. You might give a shawl at the death of a loved one, to
someone recuperating from an illness or surgery, a move
to a care facility. Or perhaps on the birth of a child, a special birthday or to honor an accomplishment.

Blessings,
Ann Conroy

SUMMERFIELD MINISTRY
By Carla Kramoris

Our next meal at Summerfield United Methodist
Church in Milwaukee will be Saturday, March 24.
There is a sign up sheet outside the office. We are
looking for food donations, help preparing food at our
church and then volunteers to go along to serve the
meal. Please consider helping in some way. Thank you
in advance for your continued generous support!
Please contact Carla and Tim Kramoris with any
questions or suggestions: kramoris@charter.net or
262-644-6207. Thank you!
P. 2

The shawls are stored in the first storage room to the left
of the coffee pot in Fellowship Hall. When you take one
please complete the sign-out sheet. If you have questions
or a special request, speak to any of the members listed
or call the church office. Blessed Be!
Evie Antonopoulos
Sue Luthi
Sue Schulz
RoGene McKeithen
April Wald
Jeannette Rouse
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Beulah Carlson
Shari Purman
Emilee Mooney
Lucille Sutter
Vickie Ward
Pat Swenson

March 2018

From the desk of Pastor Stephanie…..

“Above all else, guard your heart for it effects everything that you do.” (Proverbs 4)
This verse refers to one’s spiritual heart. You’ve got the physical heart with its symptoms of
heart disease and then you’ve got the spiritual heart. Our spiritual heart is like our house of
who we are. It’s everything you are. It’s the totality of you. It’s the essence of who you are as a
person. It’s your spiritual heart. The Bible says that they symptoms of a diseased spiritual
heart will make their way out, just like physical symptoms will. They will make their way out in
what that we say and what we do.
If you were to say something hurtful it wouldn’t mean that you have a word problem. You
have a heart problem. If you do something that harms other people or you have bad behavior,
it’s not a behavior problem it’s a heart problem. The heart exposes itself all the time.
The results of a damaged spiritual life are many. It is not shortness of breath; it is shortness
of love. If you have a damaged spiritual heart, it’s not a lack of energy, it’s a lack of passion
for living life the way God intended it to be lived. When you have a spiritually diseased heart
you don’t experience physical numbness. Instead, you are not able to feel God’s love for you.
What a lot of us do is we try to hide our symptoms. We try to disguise them. We try to make
sure that our words don’t slip up or our behavior. Here’s the truth about hiding. You can fool
people. You can fool people by pretending that you have your heart together, but you can’t
fool yourself. You know it. And, to be honest, you can’t fool people for very long. That is what
happens to a damaged heart. It spills out. It infects those who are closest to us and whom we
love the most. They get burned by our heart.
Maybe you are wondering, “Is there any hope for my heart?” Here’s the good news. Christianity is about God changing hearts. Your heavenly Father wants to do surgery on you and change
you from the inside out. Here’s what God wants to do. In Ezekiel 36, God says, “I will give you
a new heart with new and right desires. I will put a new spirit in you. I will take out your stony
heart of sin and give you a new obedient heart.” That’s what God’s all about. Only God can do
that. Only God can fix our broken and damaged hearts. God is in the business of heart transformation!!!
Blessings,
Stephanie J. Taylor
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YOUTH NEWS
As promised, here are a few pics of Tubing in January…

Youth groups were not held on February 4th due to the big football game that got in the way…so we started on Sunday
February 11th, and hosted our spring pancake breakfast. Thanks to all the youth and leaders for their help. Thanks again
to Piggly Wiggly for the baked goods, and thank you to the congregation for donating over $400 to our youth group. These
funds help us insure that those who would like to participate in our activities can do so without having to pay a fee, or at
the very least, it keeps the cost down for our youth.
Please see P. 8 for more YOUTH info!
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Maundy Thursday
March 29

March 25
Palm Sunday

March 18

March 11

8:30

March 4

7:00 pm

Ruth Knoll

10:45

Sharon Cowan

Heidi Gottfried

Sharon Cowan

YOUTH

Ruth Knoll

Barb Klockow

LITURGISTS

Carla Kramoris

The Mooney
Family

YOUTH

Diana Jennett

GREETERS

8:30

10:45

8:30

10:45

8:30

10:45

TIME

DATE

Britney Lane

No Staff

Tracy Loosen
Joe Pfotenhauer
1 NEEDED
Robin Pfotenhauer
Bob Cleland, Tim Kramoris
Fred Hack

No Staff

The Telderer Family

Britney Lane

Sue Schulz
Joe Pfotenhauer
USHER NEEDED

Allie Sutheimer

Allie Sutheimer

April Alsum

April Alsum

NURSERY

Britey Lane

ACOLYTES

The Lane Family

Dorothy Park
Joyce Kautz
Sue Schulz

YOUTH

Deanna Lang
Ruth & Larry
Redeker

USHERS

Ministry Schedule for March

25 Palm Sunday
8:30 Worship
9:30 Fellowship, 9:40
Sunday School, 9:50
Men’s Choir, 10:45 Worship, 4:30 Confirmation

8:30 Worship
9:30 Fellowship, 9:40
Sunday School, 9:50
Men’s Choir, 10:45 Worship, 5:30 Youth Movie
Night

18 SOUP LUNCH

26

6:30 Ministry Teams
Meet

19

6:30 Leadership Board
6:30 Prayer Shawl Ministry

27
9:15 TOPS

20
9:15 TOPS
2-Mary Circle

13
9:15 TOPS

12

11
8:30 Worship
9:30 Fellowship, 9:40
Sunday School, 9:50
Men’s Choir, 10:45
Worship
4:30-Confirmation

Tuesday

6
9:15 TOPS

Monday

4 8:30 Worship
5
9:30 Fellowship, 9:40
Sunday School, 9:50
Men’s Choir, 10:45
Worship, 5:30 Youth to
Dave’s Lane’s

Sunday

First United Methodist Church
738 W. Monroe Avenue
Hartford, WI 53027

29
Maundy Thursday
7:00 Worship with
Communion

28

7:30 Chancel Choir

7-Gardening Tips

22

10 Clothes Closet

6:15 Bells
5 Potato Bar at St. Aiden’s
7 Worship @St. Aiden’s
7:45 Chancel Choir

21 10-12 Clothes Closet
6:15 Bells
7 Worship @ St. Mary’s of
the Hill
7:45 Chancel Choir

15

1-Hannah Circle

8

1 World Day of Prayer
rehearsal

10 Clothes Closet

1

Thursday

14

6:15 Bells
7 Worship @
Redeemer Lutheran
7:45 Chancel Choir

7 10-12 Clothes Clset
Open

Wednesday

1 Worship @ St. Aidan’s

30
Good Friday

23

16

9

11 Observation of
World Day of Prayer here

2 World Day of Prayer

Friday

MARCH 2018

31
11:30 Hartford
Community Lunch
Summerfield Ministry

24
9:30 Breakfast with the
Bunny

17

10

3

Saturday

From the Desk of Hospitality,
Lent is a time of reflection and humbling ourselves in reverence for the amazing gift and sacrifice of our Savior, Jesus
Christ. Let us remember to share his gift of love as we encounter others in our community during our ecumenical
Lenten services.
“By openness and generosity, as a community and as individuals, Christians can serve Christ present in the
poor and bear witness to the Father's love. In this journey, Christ goes before us. His presence is a source of
strength and encouragement: he sets us free and makes us witnesses of Love.” John Paul II

Hospitality Happenings
Mark Your Calendars – Soup Tasting Luncheon 3/18!
Please mark your calendars for our annual Soup Tasting Luncheon on
March 18th. Join us for a delicious lunch and fellowship. Bring a neighbor or friend to share the experience. Please sign up on the attendance
sheet on the office window.
The informational poster and sign-up sheet for donations of soup or desserts are on the window by the church office. Please deliver your soup to the church kitchen by 8:00 am that Sunday. Soup may also be dropped off during church office hours the Friday prior.

Sharing Your Talents The event in March will be, “Gardening Tips and Tools,”
presented by Joe Pfotenhauer and George Roemer. Please join us on March
22nd at 7:00pm in Fellowship Hall for an informative discussion. The sign-up
sheet will be on the window of the church office, or you can email if you plan to
attend me at victoriatriick@gmail.com

Coffee Hour Hosts
Thank you for responding to our call for Coffee Hour Hosts. We still have some
places that need filling, but your efforts have given us a great start. Please take a
look and see if you can fill in any remaining openings. Remember, you can sign
up even if you do not have an official ministry team. Coffee hour can be as simple or elaborate as you desire. The important part is the fellowship time that it
encourages.

Name Badges
If you need a new badge or have never received one, Michelle Janke will be placing an order
soon for name badges. Please contact her or the church office to place your order. Name
badges are $5 and can be paid when ordering.
Blessings, Hospitality Ministry Team
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MORE FUMC NEWS
LITTLE LAMBS…
Information will be
coming soon for Summer Play Days!
Email: www.littlelambs@fumchartford.com
Website:www.littlelambshartford.com

HOORAY! We’re taking orders for the
March Hmong Youth Egg Roll sale. The
youth are making the egg rolls on Saturday, March 17 and they’ll be available
for pickup at our church on Sunday,
March 18. The cost is $13.00 per dozen, both pork and vegetable are available.
If you’d to place an order, please talk to
Cheryl Malko or call her at 262-3531913 no later than March 11. Checks
should be payable to “Tabatha Yang
Egg Rolls.”

Youth Fun At Sky Zone

March 2018
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Little Lambs Preschool
This month, we will be learning about
Rainbows
Easter

Check out the busy month we have had at Little Lambs Preschool!
We enjoyed a visit from Erin & Sarah at Grand Avenue Dental Care to tell us about happy, healthy teeth!

We also celebrated Valentine’s Day with love-sorting candy hearts, counting heart stickers and
matching valentine card puzzles.

March 2018
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BREAKFAST WITH THE BUNNY

Saturday, March 24 at
9:30am
Please join us for a morning of fun with
your family! Enjoy a pancake breakfast and
visit with the Easter Bunny. The Bunny will
read us a story and pose for pictures with
your family. There will be a craft and a
treat for your children.
This is a FREE EVENT held at
First United Methodist Church!
Please RSVP to the church office
or Emily Mooney.

P. 10
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News from Emilee…
Children & Family Ministry
Director: Emilee Mooney
A wonderful February to all of you! I hope it’s off to a healthy start!
In February we began our recognition of our Sunday School volunteers. They are an amazing
group, and I’m so thankful to them for their devotion to the children of FUMC. They’re gift of
time and dedication does not go unnoticed and I truly thank them for all they do. Don’t forget
to look at the board in the Hearth Room that spotlights a Sunday School Teacher volunteer
each week.
The Prayers from the Heart program appeared to be a very positive experience for the children. Who doesn’t love getting mail? Especially fun cards! If you haven’t met the child you
are praying for, there is still time! Thank you to all of you that participated in this program.
FUMC donated a relaxation gift basket to the Fun Fair silent auction at Lincoln Elementary
School. It’s always nice to be able to get involved with community events in Hartford and we
were happy to accommodate!
Our new Sunday School rotation began on February 25th with the topic of Journey to the
Cross. The main idea is to teach the children about Jesus during the last week he lived on
earth, & journeyed to the cross in order to show God’s powerful love for us. The children will
explore these objectives: 1) Jesus is the Son of God. 2) Jesus came as a king of peace, not a
king of war. 3) God, through Jesus, offers forgiveness & new life to all people. 4) God helps
us make faithful choices. This is a 5-week rotation involving games, science, art, storytelling
and a short movie & discussion about The Story of Easter. There is no Sunday School on
April 1st due to Easter Sunday.
Mark your calendars for March 24th at 9:30am for Brunch with the Easter Bunny! We will be
having a pancake breakfast & a special visit by the Easter Bunny, a story about Easter, crafts
and a small treat for your child to bring home. Bring your cameras for a photo with the Bunny! This is a free event and is open to the community, so please invite friends and family to
join us. Don’t forget to RSVP so we have an idea of how much food to make
(262.673.3290).

March 2018

First United Methodist Church — Hartford, Wisconsin

P. 11

Disaster Response Academy
Hosted by

Wisconsin Disaster Response Committee
Friday March 9th and Saturday March 10, 2018
Lake Lucerne Camp
W6460 County Road Yy, Neshkoro, WI 54960
Classes offered:
Early Response Team Training – learn best practices for responding in disaster situations. Training includes
how to interact with survivors, help survivors recover belongings, tarp roofs, and safely remove debris. Background checks are a requirement for credentialing.
Connecting Neighbors – To inspire congregations and communities to be better able to minimize disastercaused harm to people and property and to respond to our neighbors in helpful, cooperative and caring
ways on behalf of the church and in the spirit of Jesus Christ.
Emotional & Spiritual Care – To encourage individuals to enhance active listening skills in order to serve as
a listener for people affected by disasters in order to support, network, respond to the needs of the individual.
For questions or more information contact Lynnette Jordan
Assistant Disaster Response Coordinator – Wisconsin Conference
YOUTH continued from page 4.

On Sunday the 18th, we had fun jumping around at Skyzone. I’ll add some pictures next month.
On Saturday the 24th, we hosted the meal at Summerfield United Methodist Church in Milwaukee. Several youth helped make
sandwiches joined us when we went to the church to serve dinner on that Saturday.
Sunday the 25th was Youth Sunday. We had fun practicing the skit that we used as our Sermon. The skit highlights God’s love for
us and how we can share that with others. Later that day we had our chili lunch and pie auction. Thank you to all that participated
in the lunch and auction.
I’m so excited about the March 11th Youth Group. We have a new family that has joined us at FUMC, and Nick Pavlik is a Christian
Hip Hop singer. He will be putting on a special youth group hip hop concert / freestyling as part of our Worship youth group. All are
invited.
March Schedule (The youth group calendar is up-to-date on the FUMC website under Youth Programming.)
March 4th
Dave’s Lanes @ 5:30 - pizza, soda and bowlingl
March 11th
Special youth group - Christian Hip Hop worship with Nick Pavlik from FUMC
March 18th
Movie Night
March 25th
No Youth Group - Spring Break
April 1st
Easter Breakfast at 7 AM
Youth Group Sunday Evenings 5:30 – 7:30 PM (Lower Lot) - Grades 6-12 – Friends are Always Welcome
Contact: Paul Wilson - pjwilson9@hotmail.com, Mobile 262-751-8677
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY

was shortened to World Day of
Prayer in 1928.

03/01

Since that time, World Day of Prayer takes place internationally on
the first Friday of March every year.

03/02
03/03
03/04
03/05
03/06
03/07
03/08
03/09
03/10
03/11
03/13

03/14
03/15
03/17
03/18
03/21
03/22
03/23
03/24
03/25
03/26
03/28
03/29
03/30
03/31

Rob Bush
Brianna Lee
Sydney Daw
Carla Kramoris
Elliott Martin
Wally Welleman
Tom Guenther
Drew Murphy
Dave Kainz
April Wald
Allison Morrison
Larry Meils
Joe Bryzek
Chris Hoxworth
Jason Lindner
David Triick
Peter Martin
Amber Schauer
Judy Sterman
Ned Lepien
Deb Wickland
Taylor Schultz
Robert Gabel
Veronica Sauer
Diana Jennett
Amelia Wright
Rosemary Heder
Patricia Linehan
Nick Schlotthauer
Glenn Lepien
Laura Marx
Clare Mooney
Joyce Trueblood
Perry Hahn
Crystal Odenwald
George Roemer
Rachel Johnson
Finley Dummer
Anthony Secola
Sharon Lackas
Josh Lubbert
Logan Thurmer
Gail Kainz
Bill VanderPas
John Mampe
Connie Speiser
Austin Collett
Bill Bumgarner

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
03/23 Dan & Kathy Kempen
03/29 Allen and Maxine Cooper
Don & Linda Fahey
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World Day of Prayer

That tradition of a worldwide prayer
service is still honored today. The
On Friday, March 2, First United
host country for WDP 2018 is SuriMethodist Church women will be
name. Where in the world is Surihosting the annual World Day of
name? We’ll all know when we
Prayer (WDP) with participation
share together in the World Day of
from five of our local Harford
Prayer 2018, written by the WDP
churches.
committee of that country. The foThe origins of World Day of Prayer cus is on Genesis 1, the story of
Creation, with the theme “All God’s
date back to the 19th century
when Christian women of the Unit- Creation Is Very Good!” Universal
issues of climate change, natural
ed States and Canada initiated a
variety of cooperative activities in disasters, pollution, and human
support of women’s involvement in abuse of the environment—all afmission at home and in other parts fecting God’s good Creation and
God’s people—will be explored.
of the world.
Beginning in 1861 women founded
many women’s boards for foreign
and home missions where they
could work directly with other women and children. Women were encouraged to engage in personal
prayer and take leadership within
their mission auxiliaries and associations. This emphasis on prayer led
to annual days and weeks of prayer. In 1887 Methodist women
called for a week of prayer and self
-denial for foreign missions.
In 1911, on the 50th anniversary
of women’s missionary activities, a
series of speaking engagements
was organized across the US
providing other women with a powerful experience of ecumenical cooperation and fellowship. Women
of six participating denominations
wrote a common worship service
on a rotating basis and in 1912
called for a united day of prayer for
foreign missions. By 1927 the call
to prayer was issued for a World
Day of Prayer for Missions. The title

Our program committee invites all
of our congregation to bring your
"brown bag lunch" and join us in
Fellowship Hall at Noon on Friday,
March 2; dessert and coffee will be
provided. The formal service will
begin at 1:00 in the Sanctuary.

Thank you
Dear Family Church members,
I am so proud to be a member of
such a caring and sharing group of
people. The grand total of $200.00
was sent to the people in Texas. I
hope Murphy will send us pictures.
We as a family are helping those in
need. That is that it is all about.
Thank you, Carla Tuxhorn
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738 West Monroe
Hartford, WI 53027
262-673-3290
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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