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FALL KICK-OFF
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2018
Mark your calendar NOW!
Worship: 9:30
Potluck: 10:30
Bounce House, Cotton Candy, Sunday
School tours available
Join us for the whole morning!
All are welcome, bring a
friend or neighbor
and a dish to pass.
Sandwiches and fun provided!

From the desk of Pastor Stephanie…..
Warm Greetings in Christ!
Once again, we are coming to the close of another Summer. For many, it seems the Summer days go by way
too fast and for a few others, these days simply signify another season just around the corner… football season! And, in Wisconsin, we all know how important football is!
Actually, during the month of September as many are settling back in to their schools and jobs following vacation, we also know this is a time for people to look to the church once again for inspiration and fellowship.
The Bible tells us in Heb. 10:25: “Let us not give up the habit of meeting together, as some are doing. Instead, let us encourage one another all the more, since you see that the Day of the Lord is coming nearer.”
So, I want to encourage you to attend our “Fall Kick-Off” which is being held on September 9th at 9:30am.
This is a wonderful time to get back to church on a regular basis and kick-off your participation in various
ministries.
Here at First UMC we also want to be a welcoming church so that when people are looking for a church to
attend, their search stops right here! While we would love to see our church grow, this is far from being the
only reason to be a welcoming church. We live in a day and age where people need to hear the truth of the
Word of God, find hope for their lives, and know deep inside that God loves them.
Would you take a few moments to make a list of about 3-5 people you will begin to pray for and invite to our
Fall Kick-Off on September 9th at 9:30am?
Just think of the impact that we can make for God’s Kingdom!
We hope to see you on this very special day!
Blessings in Christ,
Pastor Stephanie J. Taylor
NEW FACE IN THE OFFICE! Welcome, Bonnie Weiss
We are excited to welcome Bonnie Weiss as our new part-time Administrative Assistant. She comes to us
with past work experience in graphic design and marketing and sales as well as restaurant management.
Bonnie earned Associate Degrees in Graphic Design and Interactive Media and Design from Moraine Technical College in West Bend.
Bonnie and her husband live in Kewaskum and are the proud parents of six children and several grandchildren. When you see her in the office or speak to her on the telephone, please take a moment to welcome her to our First United Methodist family.
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From the Desk of Children & Family Ministry
Director: Emilee Mooney
Summer is in full swing, the weather is awesome & the swimming is non-stop…at least at
the Mooney house! Even though we are still soaking up every minute of summer, I have
started planning the Fall Kick-Off Celebration and Sunday School fun at FUMC! Please take
note of the fun things we have planned so far and make plans to join us. These activities
are not just for the kids! Worship on September 9th will be at 9:30 with regular worship
hours resuming on the 16th.
On September 9th we will have our Fall Kick-Off Celebration & Backpack Blessing. Please
have your child bring their backpack to worship for a blessing & a backpack tag. After the
9:30 am service, FUMC will provide hamburgers, hot dogs, condiments and buns! We ask
the congregation to bring a dish to pass, and we will have a good ol’ fashion potluck. At the
Fall Kickoff, we will have a bounce house, games in the yard, cotton candy and a lot of fun!
Please join us and feel free to invite your friends and neighbors, the more the merrier!
Regular worship (8:30 and 10:45) and Sunday School classes will begin on September 16th.
We will offer a preschool classroom, kindergarten classroom, the 1st/2nd grades will be combined, 3rd/4th grades combined, 5th grade class, 6th/7th grade classroom & 8th grade classroom. The high school youth will again have their own group in the youth room downstairs.
If you have any interest in helping with Sunday School, please let me know. We have a dedicated group of volunteers who have been leading the classes & shepherding the children,
and we are extremely grateful to them. However, we need more people to become involved
& have options for any activity you are able to help with. We’ve seen this congregation do
awesome things for the children in the past, and I would love to see more people become
involved with the children on a face-to-face basis. Do not hesitate to talk with me, email or
call! It would be a dream come true to have more volunteers than I know what to do with;
please join me in making it happen!!
Bible presentation will be on September 23rd for the 3rd and 8th grade children. If you have
a child that will be in either of these grades, please reach out to me so we can order enough
bibles for all of the children. There will be a list for each group on my office door, please put
your child’s name on the corresponding list so we don’t miss anyone! Thank you so much.
These dates will be in announcements for the remainder of the summer so you will have
friendly reminders as the summer progresses.
Enjoy the rest of the summer with your family, and I look forward to seeing you all at the Fall
Kick-Off Celebration on September 9th!

Blessings, Emilee Mooney
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FUMC News and Notes
The Bottom Line…
June Receipts:

$: $23,858.02

June Payments:

$ 23,541.51

At the end of June, there was a negative balance of
$27,964.59 in the Operating Budget.
Because our June receipts and payments are so close,
it might seem like a shock to see that there is such a
significant negative balance overall. Remember, the
June/July newsletter was combined so I missed out on
a month of updates and a lot can happen in a month.
The staff is aware of the situation and Pastor Stephanie has been asked to approve all expenses until further notice.
I want to talk a little about the Operating Budget.
Some things are up to us to decide such as salaries
and programming expenses. Other things we are at
the mercy of paying such as utility and phone bills, insurance and other costs related to keeping the church
building and grounds functioning and looking nice.
Total annual budget: $339,616
Following is a breakdown of the annual budget by percentages:
Pastor salary & expense package: 33%
All other salaries: 29%
(Office, Youth, Christian/Family Ministry, Music, Treasurer, Custodian)
Conference Apportionments: 16%
(paid monthly to Conference)
Building expenses: 14%
Administrative expenses: 6%
(office supplies, postage, licensing, communion, hospitality)
Programming (Ministry) expenses: 2%
(Sunday School, Confirmation, VBS, Family Ministries)
I hope this is helpful for you to see how the budget is
divided up. Please feel free to contact me with any
questions or financial concerns.
Blessings,
Ann Conroy
P. 4

UPDATE: Church Sign Project
Our church sign project is now underway as our fund drive now has
the necessary finances to start the first phase. A
down payment has been made to the Able Signs &
Lighting Company, that will put our church sign and
bell support on schedule.
The lettering phase, which would put lettering on
the building itself, will be postponed until additional
funds can be raised. This phase includes the lettering of our Church’s name placed on the east and
west sides of the building, along with the cross and
flame symbol. The cross and flame will be mounted
near the lettering on the west side. Lettering on the
church building will give the church more visibility
in the community which we have not had in the
past.
To date we have raised approximately $30,000 for
the project. We would like to thank the congregation for their generous donations in addition to
large donations by the Neil Park and Schauer Foundations. We are grateful for your support. Without
all of these gifts we would not be able to complete
the project at this time. Currently we still need another $5000 to finish the work.
The Property Management Ministry Team will continue to request donations to complete the entire
project. If you would like to donate to this project,
please note this fund on your envelope and/or
check. The far right corner of your envelope includes an “other” designation. Please specify the
amount you wish to donate in that space and write
in “sign” when donating. Thank you for your continued support!
Tom Paine, Property Management Team

First United Methodist Church — Hartford, Wisconsin

August 2018

Natalie Cleland

Angelo Pezzino

Heidi Gottfried

Danielle Pezzino

9:30

9:30

9:30

9:30

August 12

August 19

August 26

LITURGISTS

August 5

TIME

Kate & Scott Warren

Vickie Ward

GREETERS

Britney Lane

April Alsum

Allie Sutheimer

Clayton & Barb Oosterhuis
Doug Gordon

Bob & Marsha Gable
Joyce Lackas

Bob , Rebecca and Natalie
Cleland

NURSERY

April Alsum

ACOLYTES

Patricia Linehan
Cheryl Malko
Amie Sutheimer
Ann Conroy

USHERS

Ministry Schedule
AUGUST 2018

9:30 Worship
10:30 Fellowship

26

9:30 Mission Trip
Worship
10:30 Fellowship

19

10:30 Fellowship

27

6:30 Hospitality &
Property Management Teams Meet

20

6:30 Leadership
Board Meeting

28
9:15 TOPS

21
9 Little Lambs
9:15 TOPS

9 Little Lambs
9:15 TOPS

to meet with area
pastors

14 8-5 New DS here

13

12
9:30 Worship

Tuesday

7
9 Little Lambs
9:15 TOPS

Monday

29

22

15

8

1

Wednesday

7 Worship
7:45 Bean Bags

30

23
9 Little Lambs
7 Worship
7:45 Bean Bags

16
9 Little Lambs
10 Clothes Closet
7 Worship
7:45 Bean Bags

31 Office Closed

24 Office Closed

17 Office Closed

10 Office Closed

Week of Hope
Mission Team returns

9
9 Little Lambs
7 Worship
7:45 Bean Bags

3 Office closed

10 Clothes Closet
10:30 Congregational
Care Team Meets
7 Worship
7:45 Bean Bags

Friday

2 9 Little Lambs

Thursday

AUGUST 2018

5
6
9:30 Worship
10:30 Fellowship

Sunday

First United Methodist Church
738 W. Monroe Avenue
Hartford, WI 53027

11:15 Hartford
Community
Lunch

25

18

11

4

Saturday

Little Lambs
Website: www.littlelambshartford.com
Email: littlelambs@fumchartford.com
Phone: 262.673.3290

Contact us for more information & a personal tour

Join Us for our Little Lambs Preschool

Thursday, August 16th
Drop in anytime between 5:30-7:00 p.m.
Come play & experience our enriching learning environment!
Register by August 16th & save $30.
Registration forms will be available at Open House
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2018 Mission to Lima/Ica , Peru

Jody Pratt (MI conference) and Lynnette Jordan (WI conference)

The 2018 mission to the Lima/Ica area was continuing long term relationships with churches; continuing and strengthening relationships, programs, and fellowship.
This year we had a team of 10 plus a translator, and two primary locations; Independencia, Peru and Ica/Los Pollitos, Peru.
At the Independencia location the project that the church had identified as being most important to them this year was the construction of a kitchen. As the community is very poor, many do not have kitchen facilities which leads to poor nutrition of the
whole community. The church’s desire is to be able to make meals for the community several times a week. When we think of
community meals, we think free… that is not culturally appropriate in Peru. Even those who are not in need will take advantage
of free and those who have little will become dependent upon the free food. The culturally appropriate way for us to have and
maintain a community meal program is for the church to charge a sole or two per meal; just enough to cover the cost of the
food. To begin this program the church was in need of a more appropriate kitchen and kitchen supplies. Our Michigan/Wisconsin team
was blessed with several sizable donations and was able to partner
with the Independencia church for this project. During our time
there I did a LOT of shopping with church members and a translator,
and they picked out the items that had been identified and agreed
upon prior to our arrival. The rest of the team joined the congregation as they painted the exterior of the church (paint provided by
their church), cooked lunch for everyone that was participating in the
improvement projects (food provided by their church), and joined in
the children’s activities on Saturday afternoon. All of the labor to
build the kitchen will be provided by their church members, primarily
by the mason who is a member of their church. Their church was so
grateful for our team’s participation and financial donation toward
their project, that they gave each of our team members a bracelet. The bracelets are significant in that the jewelry making project
was the first project that we had partnered with them to create. That is now a project that is flourishing! What a blessing to
see!
Our second project was in the Ica area. We have been working with the Ica church for many years. Past projects have included a
sewing program, vacation bible school, and an education center next to the Ica church which is currently not yet finished. This
year’s project was not directly for the Ica church, nor a continuation of the education center. It was much more important to
them to help replace the Community Center in Los Pollitos that had been destroyed in the April 2017 flooding. A modular building was picked out and agreed upon (think flimsy wooden shed that comes in 10
pieces plus the roof). The church has signed a lease for the land that the Community Center is located on and had the cement pad for the building poured
prior to our arrival. Working with the contractors who built the modular was an
exercise in patience and flexibility! Eventually , though, the modular was erected successfully in the Los Pollitos community. As the church has the lease, the
building is both a new Methodist Church and Community Center. The dedication
ceremony was wonderful (photo above) followed by everyone placing their
hands on the building to bless it (photo of our team recreating the laying on of
the hands after the ceremony, left).
There are many that we need to thank who made it possible for us to partner
with both churches on their large building projects this year. Those churches
are: Faith UMC in Sheboygan WI, Coldwater UMC in Michigan, Genesis UMC in Michigan, Wyoming Park UMC in Michigan, Middleville UMC in Michigan, and Courtland Oakfield UMW in Michigan. Judy Bruun, our most beloved mentor, provided all of the
vitamins for 200 children and 50 women. The Endowment Board of our very own FUMC provided funding for an electric wheelchair. The wheelchair project is still in progress; the recipient and her doctors are communicating with the company that sells
power wheelchairs and the National Church of Peru, to arrange the purchase of a medically correct wheelchair.
Lastly but most importantly, Jody and I would like to also say Thank You to all of those who continue to support and pray for us.
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The prayer shawl ministry is not meeting in July or August. We will resume meeting Monday Sept 10th.
Thank You to whomever donated the children's blankets .
They are very nice and I’m sure will be enjoyed by some
fortunate children.
A heartfelt thank you to the Endowment Board for their
generous gift to the Prayer Shawl Ministry. We are grateful for these funds which enable us to continue and expand our ministry to this congregation and beyond.
We recently sent 12 shawls with the senior high mission
trip participants to give to their residents and gave 10 shawls to Fresenius Kidney care in
Slinger for their clients.
Keep knitting/crocheting. I’m looking forward to seeing all of you in September.
RoGene McKeithen
Thank you for your prayers and cards during my hip replacement.
It has been a long time but I am improving everyday. Your
thoughts and prayers are appreciated. Hope to see you in
church soon.
Stan Sterman
Thanks also to…..
The Property Management Team for providing help with opening and closing the building
on Sunday mornings and Thursday nights.
Joyce Lackas for her unending work on Thursdays to “spruce up” the Sanctuary and other
areas of the church.
Glenn and Jonathan Lepien for taking care of the grounds.
Sue Schulz and Katie Bush for volunteering to keep up the clothes closet and for staffing it
twice a month. Thanks also to Doris Kienast who also helped but has recently stepped
down.
Berde Rateau & Arde Nicolaus for helping us count money EVERY Monday morning.
All those who continually volunteer to usher, greet, provide music and be a liturgist!
And anyone else who helps further the mission of FUMC !
P. 9
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FOOD SORT PROGRAM—JOIN US SEPTEMBER 29TH
9AM—NOON!
The Youth will be helping the Hunger Task Force on September 29th and you are invited
to go along! The details are provided below. If you are interested in participating please
get in touch with Paul Wilson .
Group:
Date:

First United Methodists Church of Hartford youth Group
Sept 29, 9am – 12 pm

Location: Hunger Task Force food sort room, 201 S. Hawley Court, Milwaukee
IMPORTANT NOTES
 You need to supply at least 25 people. We can accommodate groups as large as 35 people. If your group is unable to meet the 25 person minimum, please let us know as soon as possible.
All volunteers are required to wear closed-toed, sturdy shoes. Please no sandals
ARRIVAL TIME
Volunteers are asked to arrive 10-15 minutes prior to start time to provide ample time for sign-in, agency orientation,
and food sort training. The sort begins promptly at its scheduled start time.
ACTIVITY
Food sorters sort non-perishable food items by categories; check for damaged or unlabeled food items; label, move
and stack boxes; and make boxes using a tape gun. Due to the active nature of food sorting, all volunteers should be
able to stand on their feet for long periods of time.
QUALITY ASSURANCE
Hunger Task Force conducts food sorts to ensure that quality food items are packed properly in distribution boxes
according to program needs and regulations.
SAFETY
Hunger Task Force makes all possible efforts to ensure a safe environment for its volunteers. Volunteers are under
the direct supervision of Hunger Task Force staff and should follow written and verbal instructions for their own safety. Volunteers may utilize Hunger Task Force office and warehouse equipment only after receiving adequate training.
LOCATION, DIRECTIONS & PARKING
Your activity will be held at the Hunger Task Force facility at 201 S. Hawley Court, just west of Miller Park and south of
I-94. Take the Hawley Road exit off of I-94, head south, and turn left onto Hawley Court. Ample free parking is available in our adjoining lot on the north side of the building.
REFRESHMENTS
Some groups like to bring snacks for their group to enjoy during food sorting breaks. If you plan to do this, please let
us know in advance so we can reserve a space for you.
STAFFING
A Hunger Task Force staff member will be present to greet and sign in volunteers, review instructions, explain procedures, assign specific duties to volunteers, and manage the pace and quality assurance of the sort. Any concerns,
questions, or incidents should be directed to Hunger Task Force staff.
VALUABLES
There is not a secure area for valuables/purses - please leave these items in your vehicle or at home. Hunger Task
Force is not to be held responsible for the loss or damage of any personal property.
Find out more about Hunger Task Force at www.hungertaskforce.org
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BIRTHDAYS
08/01 Dorothy Park
Matt Lewek
Keith Andereck
08/02 Diane Guenther
Becki Swenson
Emalie Klabechek
08/03 Les Thiery
Dave Bohovsky
Aaron Sterman
Cassidy Emerick
08/04 Natalie Sutheimer
08/05 Chad Baumgartner
Kayla Sterman
08/06 Emilee Mooney
Anna Rohde
Christopher Stephens
Nick Mantz
08/08 Ethan Bidwell
08/09 Randy Kohlman
Gary Morgenstern
Abby Klabechek
08/11 Susan Andereck
08/12 Jane Daw
08/13 Kate Carroll
08/14 Sarah Alsum
08/16 Mike Lane

08/16 Joe Yustus
08/17 Joyce Kautz
Jen Emerick
08/18 Doris Lepien
Kathy Triick
Rob Boelkow
James Hogan
Rick Roemer
Jodi Stachowicz
Jeannette Buege
08/19 Carol Staus
Ryan Raynor
08/20 Scott Lepien
08/21 Beth Wettstein
08/22 Michael McDermott
Tony Garza
Katie Schlotthauer
08/23 Lisa Stenberg
Jane Riedel
Bethany Swenson
Brett Swenson
08/25 Steve Telderer
08/26 Meghan Boelkow
Matt Boelkow
08/27 Cheryl Malko
08/29 Jeff Staus
Stuart Gottfried

08/30 Bob Mantz
Sharon Bryzek

ANNIVERSARIES
08/02 Mike & Nancy
O’Kroley
08/04 Les & Melissa Thiery
Art & Ardell Nicolaus
08/05 Norm & Lucille Akin
Bob & Tammy Paquette
Ken & Jane Daw
08/09 Brian & Heather Wuest
08/10 Brian & Becki Swenson
08/13 Tom & Dawn Morris
08/14 Juan & Phyllis Cueller
Tony & Rachel Garza
08/15 Dan & Joan Hove
08/16 Tim & Carla Kramoris
08/19 Guy and Caryla Tuxhorn
08/20 Robert & Barb Klockow
Bob & Denise Mantz
08/22 Brien & Brianna Lee
08/23 Dennis & Dawn Schauer
Perry & Barb Hahn
08/24 Ned & Carolyn Lepien
John & Michele Morin
08/27 Howard & Sylvia Myers

June 4, 2018 Leadership Board Minutes
Fred Hack gave an overview of the Safety & Security Ministry team’s work to date. The team has identified improvements
in the following areas: Health & Safety, Building Security, Building Upgrades/Maintenance, Written plans and policies for a
variety of situations. The Board directed Fred to work with the Property Management Team to discuss implementation/
funding of the team’s recommendations.
Tom Paine and Dave Bohovsky gave an update on fundraising for new church signage. $10,000 has been received from
congregational giving. Tom has secured funding commitments for another $17,000 from the Schauer Center, Masonic
lodge and Park Foundation. The Board voted to move forward with replacement of the current bell sign. Additional signage, on the front and back of the church, will need to wait until additional funds are raised.
Property Management Team noted a spike in energy usage which puts the church into a higher-level rate category. We are
looking into replacing interior/exterior lights with more efficient LED lights to reduce energy consumption. The team also
discussed evaluating energy cost savings from installing setback thermostats. The Board discussed needing a plan from
the Property Team to address ongoing maintenance issues.
Finance team noted an operating budget shortfall in giving vs actual costs of $28,281. The Capital improvement fund has
a positive balance of $39,735. Giving for the building loan last month was $700. The monthly payment for the loan is
$3,251. The Leadership Board asked Brian to discuss operating budget shortfall with congregation at next services. Leadership Board asked Pastor Stephanie to direct staff to minimize spending for the rest of the year. Our Finance team will
develop a list of recommended spending reductions for discussion at the July Board meeting.
Staff Parish Relations team noted that the open office admin position has been in local publications. One non-church member has applied for the position.
Dave Janke submitted his resignation from the Board due to time commitments needed at home. He offered his apologies
for having to step off the Board. The Board thanked him for his service.

Brian Swenson, Chair
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738 West Monroe
Hartford, WI 53027
262-673-3290
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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AUGUST 2018 NEWSLETTER
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
September 2nd—Worship 9:30 am, coffee hour to follow
September 9th—Worship 9:30 am, “Fall Kick-Off” &
Potluck to follow
September 16th—Worship 8:30 & 10:45 ; Coffee Hour 9:30, Sunday School 9:40 am;
5:30 Youth Groups
September 23rd and 30th—Continue fall schedule (see September 16th above)

