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AT THE CROSS
FUMC Mission Statement
“Making Disciples of Christ”

TAKE A LOOK . . .
Book studies, hospitality
update, Leadership Board
update, youth and more!

CHURCH BOOK STUDIES
BEGINNING IN FEBRUARY

From Pastor Stephanie
Youth News
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Leadership Board
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CONTACT INFORMATION
First United Methodist Church
738 West Monroe Avenue
Hartford, 53027
262.673.3290

Pastor
Office Hours Mon., Tues., Wed. 9:30-12:30
Stephanie J. Taylor
sjtaylorumc@gmail.com
Director of Children’s & Family Ministries
Emilee Mooney
Emilee.fumc@gmail.com
Youth Ministry Coordinator
Paul Wilson
pjwilson9@hotmail.com
Office Managers
Robin Pfotenhauer & Connie Speiser
office@fumchartford.com
Little Lambs Preschool
Director/Teacher—Deb Justman
littlelambs@fumchartford.com
District Superintendent
Rev. Forrest Wells
Our Missionary
Paul Webster

Many of us have not looked at the basic understandings that make us United Methodists. We might have
come from a different church background, or we studied it so long ago
that we are fuzzy on the details. We are offering a chance for you to
get up to date so that when we have to make decisions as a church,
we will have our groundwork in place.

MAJOR UNITED METHODIST BELIEFS, by Mack B. Stokes, expresses in
everyday language what our denomination’s people believe and how
they interpret the ageless affirmations of the Bible. He explains what
our founders were standing up for in spite of the abuses of their day.
He also explains the importance of such topics as: Forgiveness, the
Bible, the Centrality of Love, Responsibility, the Holy Spirit, Assurance,
Everlasting-Life in addition to other topics.

Sign up soon on the tag board or in the church office so that we can be
sure we have enough books for everyone who would like one (cost between $8 and $9). The eight week studies will be offered on Thursdays. One at 10 am with Gloria Cavil and one at 6:30 pm with Karen
Bidwell. The starting date will be February 21st. Please sign up on the
entryway poster today! Please direct questions regarding the study to
Karen, Gloria or the church office. Hope to see you there!
Karen Bidwell and Rev. Gloria Cavil, Book Study Leaders

From the desk of Pastor Stephanie…..
Kyle Idleman has a tremendous teaching series
called “Not a Fan”, and with first glance at the title it
might seem like the statement is being made that we
shouldn’t be a “fan” of Jesus, and really, this is what
is being stated!

I want to encourage you today in the Lord, yet also
remind you that really, “it’s all about Jesus”! Our joy
and fulfillment come from being a “follower” and not
a “fan”. Fans are “fickle” but followers are steady in
the face of adversity and affliction, as well as blessing
and favor.

The idea though is that so many people are actually
“fans” of Jesus and not “followers” of Jesus. When
Jesus was here on the earth He had a lot of what
would be considered “fans”. In other words, they were
content and quite happy to follow Him as long as
there were miracles taking place and free fish dinners. They would follow as long as they could see
benefits to themselves and/or their families, yet
when it came time to carry the cross they were quick
to leave to look for the next leader who could provide
benefits.

Too many people have given up on God, the Church,
and the Christian life because somewhere along the
line they became confused in what it means to be a
disciple of Christ.
Let’s keep moving forward in Christ, following Him
every step of the way!
See you in church!
Pastor Stephanie J. Taylor

Jesus made it very clear regarding the sacrifice that
would be involved in following Him; Matthew 16:24 –
“Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to
come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up
his cross and follow Me.”
Has Jesus changed the “job description” for being a
follower? No, not at all! We live in a day and age that
seems to be more about a golden cross we wear
around our neck, than a rugged cross we put on our
backs.
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FUMC News and Notes
For the Ones We Love
Karen Bidwell

Death is not something we want to think about, but it will
come at some time; our own death, that of our spouse,
our parent, or maybe an adult child. After the loss of my
mother last February I am painfully aware of just how unprepared I was despite having had many conversations
with her about this topic.
So let’s start talking! Tax time is coming and this is a perfect time to open the conversation and learn about necessary information that will make a very hard time a little
easier to manage.
Come together with me and discuss health, financial, and
legal documents and information that will make it easier
for others to help us through a confusing time.
This informational session is meant for all adult ages who
want to be more prepared for themselves, to help a parent or to support a friend. Call me if you have questions.
Karen Bidwell 262-224-7701.
Times/Dates: Thursday Feb 7 at 6:30pm in the adult Sunday School room or Sunday February 10th at 10:15. Sign
up sheet is posted at the church office door.

FROM THE DESK OF HOSPITALITY...
Tonight, as I write this newsletter, I am finishing up the
last-minute packing for our trip to Haiti. What a perfect
way to get our lives refocused and Christ-centered as we
head toward Lent. I am always so humbled by the generosity and hospitality we experience in Haiti. They are such
loving people, even with all the challenges they face in
everyday living. I only hope that we can be that open and
giving to those who come to worship with us.
Advent Luncheon Success
Thank you to everyone who helped out for the Advent
Luncheon - the kitchen staff, organizer (Shari Purman),
sound technician, table hostesses, Robin Pfotenhauer for
her music, and the amazing Irish Dancers. The tables
were amazing; they get more beautiful every year. It was
a wonderful event again and a special gift to our church
family and those guests who come to share in fellowship.
Huge Thank You
Thanks to everyone who volunteered to host coffee hour
this year. We had a few super stars who hosted numerous times (*). We are working on the new calendar and
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would love to get the first 6 months filled up.
Bell Choir*
Chancel Choir
Family Promise*
Hannah Circle*
Harrison Gottfried (Eagle Scout)*
Harvest Lunch
Hope Circle
Hospitality*
Little Lambs
Lynette Jordan - Go to China
Men’s Choir
Mission Team*
Rachel Pfotenhauer - Haiti Medical Mission
Ruth Knoll and Friends
Safety and Security Team
Squares of Hartford*
Tina Collett
Triicks - Haiti Veterinarian Mission
Trustees*
VBS
VIM Cusco *
Women’s Retreat
Youth
I also want to thank those individuals who filled in some
of the open spots but didn't make it on the list. Without
all of our amazing volunteers, our fellowship hour would
not be nearly as tasty!
Welcome New Members to Hospitality
We are so excited to have several people who have recently joined our ministry team and always welcome new
members and ideas.
Part-time members - Elisabeth Kappel and Sue Schulz
have stepped up to help out with ordering name badges.
We hope to work on an order in the spring for anyone who
is looking for a name badge.
Flex members - Leigh Ann Haas and Michele Morin
Hospitality Happenings
Lenten Soup and Salad Supper - Hospitality is planning to
host a simple soup and salad supper on the evening we
host the Ecumenical Service. We will be looking for volunteers to bring desserts and help prepare the meal at
church. Stay tuned for the date.
Blessings,
Victoria Triick - Hospitality Ministry Team Coordinator
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YOUTH NEWS...

Paul Wilson, Youth Coordinator

Well the new year is upon us and we have only had two new youth group nights since the last newsletter. We began again on January 6th and since it was the first youth group of the month, we had our worship youth group. After the meal, we sang a few songs and then had some worship time. We reviewed the
United Methodist Church’s view on science. After that, we played our favorite board / card games.

On January 13th, we had our first Youth Participation Sunday. Thanks to Natalie Sutheimer for being the liturgist, her first time! Later that night we met as a youth group and did a service project of ‘Random Acts of
Kindness’. We created notes that said “random act from the FUMC youth” and we all signed our first
names. We placed microwave popcorn on the Redboxes around town (Walmart, Kwik Trip, and Piggly Wiggly). We placed quarters on the Aldi carts. We placed envelopes of $2 in quarters at the laundromats in
town. The youth had a great time and felt really good about bringing a smile to strangers faces.

Youth continued on page 8
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February 24

February 17

February 10

8:30

February 3

Jeanne Konrad

Bidwell and
Jordan Families

Tim & Carla
Kramoris

Elisabeth Kappel

8:30

10:45

10:45

Ruth Knoll

Sharon Cowan

Danielle Pezzino

Jerry & Carol Staus
Patty Getz

8:30

Youth Sunday

Youth

10:45

Youth Sunday

Youth

Ruth Knoll

LITURGISTS

GREETERS

8:30

10:45

TIME

DATE

Dorothy Park

Rod Bartlow
Jim & Heidi Gottfried

Dorothy Park

Scott Warren
Ed Johnson
Dave Bohovsky

Youth

Youth

Haley Mueller

Haley Mueller

Allie Sutheimer

Allie Sutheimer

Haley Mueller

Haley Mueller

Bob & Bobby Klockow
Dave & Grace Hoxworth

Allie Sutheimer

NURSERY

Allie Sutheimer

Youth

ACOLYTES

Joyce Lackas

Ann Conroy
Bob Cleland
Dave Bohovsky

USHERS

Ministry Schedule for February 2019

4

18

6:30 Property Management & Hospitality
Teams meet

25

17 Scout Sunday

8:30 Worship, 9:30 Fellowship, 9:45 Sunday
School, 9:50 Men’s Choir,
10:45 Worship, 1 Sky
Zone—Youth

24 Pancake Breakfast

8:30 Worship, 9:30 Adult
Study, 9:45 Sunday
School, 9:50 Men’s Choir,
10:45 Worship,
4:30 Confirmation

6:30 Prayer Shawl
Ministry
6:30 Leadership Board

Monday

8:30 Worship, 9:30 Fellowship, 9:45 Sunday School,
9:50 Men’s choir, 10:15
Adult Class,/End of Life,
10:45 Worship

Grandparents Sunday

10 Youth Sunday & Bring 11

9:30 Fellowship
9:45 Sunday School
9:50 Men’s Choir
10:45 Worship
4:30 Confirmation
NO Youth groups

3 8:30 Worship

Sunday

First United Methodist Church
738 W. Monroe Avenue
Hartford, WI 53027

26
9:30 TOPS

2 Mary Circle

19
9:30 TOPS

5:30 Ladies Night out/
movie night (meet at
FUMC)

12
9:30 TOPS

5
9:30 TOPS

Tuesday

6:30 Bell Choir
7:30 Chancel Choir

27

6:30 Bell Choir
7:30 Chancel Choir

20

6:30 Bell Choir
7:30 Chancel Choir

13

6:30 Bell Choir
7:30 Chancel Choir

6

Wednesday

28
10 Adult Study w/Gloria
Cavil
6:30 Adult Study w/
Karen Bidwell

10 Adult Study w/Gloria
Cavil
6:30 Adult Study w/
Karen Bidwell

21 10 Clothes Closet

14

6:30 Class: End of Life
Paperwork Class

7
10 Clothes Closet
1 Hannah Circle

Thursday

22

15

8

1

Friday

FEBRUARY 2019

11:30 Hartford
Community
Lunch & Clothes
Closet

23

16

9

2

Saturday

From the Desk of
Children & Family Ministry
Director: Emilee Mooney
February is upon us, and I hope you are enjoying all God has to offer. The Sunday School children were off
to a great start last month learning about Friendship. Beginning in February we will be learning about the
Fruits of the Sprit. The purpose of this rotation is for the children to develop an understanding that the Holy
Spirit can help them control their actions. The key to being fruitful is to experience God’s presence daily by
reading the Bible and by praying. We will be focusing on the scripture reading in Galatians 5: 16-26 when we
learn about peace, love, joy, kindness, patience, goodness, faithfulness, self-control and gentleness.
February 10th is Youth Sunday, and we will also be honoring our Grandparents! If you are a grandparent,
please invite your grandchildren & if you have a grandparent please invite them to the first service to celebrate all the amazing things grandparents do! And remember, grandparent figures are just as important in
children’s lives, so invite those people too. The children will be able to show their grandparents their Sunday
School classrooms and all grandparents are invited to join them in their class, if they so choose. The coffee
hour will be hosted by the parents of the children in the congregation and all proceeds will go towards
Christian Education.
February also brings us Valentine’s Day. Remember when you were a child, and you received a Valentine
(usually from a classmate)? Remember that feeling of being acknowledged and shown kindness? That’s how
I’m going to spend my Valentine’s Day…by spreading love & kindness. I’d like to challenge you to think of
one thing you can do to make someone else’s day a little brighter, happier and let them know they are loved.
I have a feeling it will do wonders to your heart, too. If you would like to share with me, I’d love to hear it.
Drop me an email or better yet tell me about it in person!
Many blessings,
Emilee Mooney
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Youth, continued from page 4

1/18/19

7PM-7AM

Lock-in (Both Groups)

1/20/19

-

No Youth Group - Recover from Lock-in

1/27/19

Noon - 4PM

Sunburst (tubing 1-3PM) cost includes meal voucher

2/3/19

-

No Youth Group - Superbowl / Practice Youth Sunday

2/10/19

Both Services 5:30-7:30PM

Youth Sunday (both services) / Coffee Hour / Movie Night

2/17/19

1PM-5PM

Skyzone 1-5 PM (Jump 2-4)

2/24/19

7 AM - Noon

Pancake Breakfast

Youth Group Sunday Evenings 5:30 – 7:30 PM (Lower Lot) - Grades 6-12 – Friends are Always Welcome
Contact: Paul Wilson - pjwilson9@hotmail.com, Mobile 262-751-8677
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Leadership Board Update
January 14, 2019
Greetings from the Leadership Board of FUMC!
Here is a summary of our January 14 Board meeting:
Our meeting opened with a prayer walk in the sanctuary of the church. We prayed for strength and guidance as we look to welcome individuals into our church, as we start a new year with our Board and as we
support/help others through our mission and outreach opportunities.
Pastor Stephanie then led us through our ongoing discussion on discipleship. We discussed the following
three topics – 1) love & peace, 2) not just those who love you, but all, and 3) when you cannot call on your
own strength, call on the Holy Spirit.
We elected Steve Dummer as our Secretary and Glenn Lepien was elected to be the second Board member
representative to the Property Management Team. We did not elect new Board members representatives
to the Finance Team as there were questions about duties and responsibilities. Our goal is to elect two
Board members to the team at our February meeting.
The financial statements for 2018 were reviewed. Our year end operating budget deficit ended the year at
a negative $715 dollars. Thanks to all who increased their giving and closed the gap on our operating
budget! No action was taken on apportionments at this meeting. We plan to assess receivings/givings on a
monthly basis. Then at each monthly Board meeting, we will decide how much to pay of our annual
$59,000 apportionment.
A $70,000 bond came due in November from the Ken Pike Foundation. This money has been earmarked
by the foundation to go towards reducing the loan balance for our kitchen renovation. A significant portion
of this bond went towards reducing the outstanding balance, which is currently at 207,593. The remainder
was held back to ensure a 6 month payment balance.
Pastor Stephanie shared that Bonnie Weiss, one of our two secretaries, had submitted her resignation.
Pastor Stephanie, along with SPRC, recommended that Connie Speiser be offered the open position (1 day/
week). Connie was the only other applicant when the position was opened last summer. The Board concurred with the recommendation.
Pastor Stephanie shared that we will be updating our church directory. There is no cost to the church for
the Directory. Church members may choose to purchase photographs from the photographer. May is the
anticipated timeframe for photos to be taken.
The Board began discussions around leadership models for our church – AD Council or Accountable Leadership Board. We will continue these discussions in January and February. We will share information with the
congregation as we go through this assessment. If you have thoughts or comments, please share them
with a Board member.
The Property Management Team provided the Board with an update on a couple of items. 1. The elevator,
leading to the lower level of the church, has been repaired, 2. The signage project for the church is complete but are still in the process of raising approximately $2,600 to complete the funding for this project.
Brian Swenson – Chair, Accountable Leadership Board
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From the Klockow family….to those at FUMC
Many thanks from the Klockow family for the many gifts, hugs,
food, prayers, and well wishes through this difficult time. We
appreciate the love that surrounded us!

HARTFORD COMMUNITY LUNCH ANNUAL REPORT – 2018
Another year has passed and Hartford Community Lunch (HCL) served a record number of 1046 guests of
which six meals had over 90 plus guests present. Nothing more gratifying can be said about what contributes to the success of the HCL outreach program. Year after year, we have continually provided more
meals to more guests.
As creative as we were to accommodate the increasing number of guests it was decided the available floor
space at St. Aidans Episcopal Church was no longer adequate. Therefore, this past October, the HCL thankfully accepted the First United Methodist Church offer and relocated its’ operation to their larger facility.
Their larger fellowship hall will allow us to easily double the number of guests we currently serve. The HCL
is very grateful to St. Aidans Episcopal Church for the opportunity to use their facilities these past six years.
The HCL cannot fully express it’s gratitude for the number of unsolicited donations it has received this past
year. Continued donations from the various churches in the Hartford area which are involved in this outreach program allows the HCL to provide a free, hot, wholesome, healthy and well balanced meal to the individuals of our community. Additionally, many other organizations such church women’s groups, church
bazaars, the local Lioness Club, individuals, and from our guests themselves, to name a few, provide the
means for the HCL to continue. An often overlooked donation is that of those who make and deliver their
bakery delights for dessert every month. To them, our guests and myself, we want to thank you!
No gratitude is complete without personally expressing my appreciation for the individual efforts of our
many volunteers. Every month for over the past six years they have been there every month unselfishly giving their time and efforts to serve our guests. Their ideas and personal involvement have elevated this outreach program to what it is today; they epitomize the axiom there isn’t any “I” in the word “Teamwork”.
Their dedication has made my job so much easier, I can’t thank them enough.
If you have never visited the HCL, you are cordially invited to break bread with us at 11:30 am the last Saturday of every month, and see for yourself the good we do. We know our relocation to the First United
Methodist Church will increase the number of guests we serve. This will entail the need to increase the
number of volunteers needed to serve them. If you would like to volunteer your time, show up at 8 am the
last Saturday of the month and we will gladly get you involved. No experience needed, it’s OTJT (On The Job
Training). We are especially looking for someone right now for set-up and take-down.
Respectfully submitted, this 20th of January, 2019,
Lawrence N. Thomas
Director
P. 10
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02/01 Nick Mantz
Sam Precord
Trevor Lang
02/02 Alex Gray
Abby Lewek
02/04 Jean Bell
Beulah Carlson
Kin DeGroot
Owen Linehan
02/05 Jeanne Konrad
02/06 Elizabeth Conen
02/08 Arnie Wickland
Barb Hahn
Kari Staus
02/09 Joel Roemer
Diane Kaminski
02/10 Elizabeth Sterman
Noah Homann
Hunter Bumgarner
02/11 Ken Lamb
02/12 Mark Martin
Brenna Salsieder
David Schlotthauer
Mackenzie Lewek
Norah Mooney
Adeline Mooney
02/14 Warren Sauer
Fay Paine
02/15 Norm Akin
02/16 Sheila Kissel
Chris Sigl
02/17 Abby Sterman
02/18 Debbie Kohlman
Doug Gordon
Mitchell Kramoris
Amanda Raynor
Raleigh Lubbert
02/19 Doris Kienast
Nancy O’Kroley
John Dixon
Everly Salsieder
02/20 Makenzie Schauer
Owen Salsieder
02/21 Clayton Oosterhuis
02/22 Pam Lindner
02/23 Lisa DuPont
Mark Paine
DeLynn McDermott
02/25 Mike Kaminiski
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02/26 Lizzie DeGroot
Sophia Lee
02/27 Karen Bidwell
Julie Lubbert
02/29 Robin Pfotenhauer

2/25 Doug & Kate Carroll

AN IRISH CHRISTMAS ADVENT LUNCHEON
DECEMBER 2018
Below is one of the beautifully decorated tables at our
December Advent Luncheon!
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