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AT THE CROSS
FUMC Mission Statement
“Making Disciples of Christ”

TAKE A LOOK . . .
VIM, youth events and photos,
how can we welcome newcomers, Newsletter “Bloopers” &
page 2 has many pertinent announcements!

Ecumenical Worship for April
Wednesday April 3 @7pm at FUMC—
Soup and salad dinner 5-6:30 pm before worship
Wednesday April 10 @7pm
at St. John’s UCC Church on State Street

From Pastor Stephanie

P. 3

Christian Education

P. 7

Youth News

P. 8 & 9

CONTACT INFORMATION
First United Methodist Church
738 West Monroe Avenue
Hartford, 53027
262.673.3290

Holy Week and
Easter Worship Schedule
Maundy Thursday April 18– 7pm @FUMC
Ecumenical Good Friday Worship April 19— 1pm @FUMC
Easter Morning Worship: April 21
@8:30 and 10:45 am

Pastor
Office Hours Mon., Tues., Wed. 9:30-12:30
Stephanie J. Taylor
sjtaylorumc@gmail.com
Director of Children’s & Family Ministries
Emilee Mooney
Emilee.fumc@gmail.com
Youth Ministry Coordinator
Paul Wilson
pjwilson9@hotmail.com
Office Managers
Robin Pfotenhauer & Connie Speiser
office@fumchartford.com
Little Lambs Preschool
Director/Teacher—Deb Justman
littlelambs@fumchartford.com
District Superintendent
Rev. Forrest Wells
Our Missionary
Paul Webster

SUMMERFIELD:
MEAL FOR THE HOMELESS
Our next Summerfield Meal will be on April 13. The meal is served at Summerfield United Methodist Church in Milwaukee. We need food donations as
well as people to drive and come along to serve the meal. If you have not gotten involved in the past, I encourage you to consider helping! They have
changed the meal time to serve from 4-6 pm so we will be leaving by 2:30.
There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board next to the office OR you can
email me at kramoris@charter.net or call me, 262-644-6207. Our other
2019 dates will be August 24 and November 23.
Thank you so much for your continued support!
With gratitude, Carla Kramoris

From the desk of Pastor Stephanie…..
April 2019
As the weather begins to warm and evidence of

Easter Sunday represents an opportunity for each

the season’s change becomes apparent, we

of us to reflect on our relationship with a loving

are reminded of the upcoming special and

Creator and a wonderful Savior. It is a time for us

holy celebration of Easter on Sunday,

to apply eternal perspective to the daily matters

April 21st. I am writing to you today to

at-hand and to the hope we have in our own fu-

personally invite you to attend Easter service

ture resurrection. I hope that you will come and

this year and hope that you will mark our

celebrate with us on April 21st as we seek to hon-

services at 8:30am and 10:45am on your

or God Almighty for His steadfast faithfulness and

calendar now so you can be a part of this

sacrifice.

special celebration with us.

I pray that as you celebrate the upcoming holiday

Certainly, there is no other event more sacred

with family and friends, you will also find a re-

and meaningful to creation than the

newed and revived faith and hope in the One who

resurrection of Jesus Christ over two-thousand

came to save us all. I pray that the words of scrip-

years ago! Christ proclaimed to Martha in the

ture come alive for you during this season and

book of John, “I am the resurrection and the

that you don’t just let it pass you by unno-

life. He who believes in me will live, even

ticed. Please join us on Easter Sunday this year

though he dies” (John 11:25). What a

as we celebrate together!

wonderful promise from scripture – one that is
celebrated as much today as it was thousands

In Christ,

of years ago. Through our study of biblical
stories like this one, we know that Christ was
seeking a personal relationship with those
around Him… and He still seeks that with each of
us today.
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FUMC News and Notes
Hannah Circle Presents:
A Duet Recital

Ladies “Dinner Out”

Featuring: Arv Arveson and Jeannie Haugen

Ladies of the church, please join us for a fun dinner
out! Our first attempt had to be cancelled due to bad
weather so we have rescheduled! We will eat at the
Ninja Steakhouse in West Bend on Monday April 8th.
Meet at church at 5:30 to car pool or meet at the restaurant at 6pm instead. There is a menu and sign up
sheet on the office window. Please sign up if you will
be joining us. Be sure to let us know if you will be
meeting us there.

Join Hannah Circle for a piano duet recital in our
Sanctuary on Thursday April 11th at 1pm. It is free
and open to the public. Please bring guests if you
so choose. A unique opportunity to hear all kinds of
wonderful music!

Please join us for this fun event! Direct questions to
Becki Swenson or Nedra Johnson.

May 3—5, 2019 at Pine Lake UM Camp.
“Braving the Wilderness” based on the book by
Brene Brown and led by Kim Ellefson. Registration
will begin in April $100 for the weekend. Contact
Ann Conroy with any questions.

WISCONSIN FLOOD RECOVERY!
YOU ARE INVITED TO HELP
The next dates for Salem rebuilding will be Saturday
April 27 and Sunday April 28th.
Walls have all been framed and insulated, most drywall is hung, some is mudded. April may be more
mudding or possibly priming and painting -- depending
on what the homeowners gets accomplished in the
next few weeks.
Looking for volunteers!
Put it on your calendars!
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February 2019 Operating Budget
Receipts: $17,502.76
Payments: $23,347.70
Thank you for your contributions to
FUMC! We are falling a bit behind so
please be sure that you catch up on
your pledges if you missed a Sunday or
two. Your continued support of this
church is very much appreciated!
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50 Ways to Welcome New People

From the Lewis Center for Church Leadership
of Wesley Theological Seminary
(here are the first 31 ways; watch for more next month)
Recognize hospitality as a ministry:
1. Teach that hospitality is at the core of the Gospel.
2. Teach your congregation to honor Christ in
everyone and that God seeks to be in relationship
with ALL persons.
Make a good first impression:
3. Convey a clear invitation and a statement of
welcome in all communications directed at the
external community — advertisements, banners,
fliers, website, etc.
4. Know that 40 percent of visitors make up their
mind about a church before they even see the pastor,
according to Barna Research. Within two minutes of
the beginning of a service visitors have formed an
opinion about whether the congregation is friendly.
5. Care for your building and grounds as a way
of honoring your attendees and honoring God. A
well-cared-for building demonstrates a commitment to excellence and communicates that what the church does is
important.
6. Have clear exterior and interior signage that guides
visitors everywhere they need to go.
7. Reserve special parking places for visitors.
Encourage church members and staff to park offsite
or in more remote spaces. If parking lot congestion is
an issue, recruit volunteer parking attendants.
8. Make your nursery clean, safe, sanitary, wellequipped, and visually appealing to children and their parents. Use a space that is easy to find and convenient to
the sanctuary. Make sure your nursery workers and procedures inspire confidence on the part of parents.
9. Make sure your restrooms and neat and clean.
Be intentional about saying hello and goodbye:
10. Station greeters at all entrances, in classroom
areas, and in the parking lot or entry walks,
if appropriate.
11. Identify your greeters and ushers with a special
badge or name tag so visitors who need information can
easily identify them.
12. Encourage friendly, out-going persons with the
gift of “hospitality” to serve as greeters and ushers.
Don’t expect that just anyone can do these jobs well.
Provide regular training that helps them see the church
through a visitor’s eyes.
13. Escort newcomers to the nursery, classrooms,
coffee hour, etc. Don’t just point the way or give
directions.
14. Adopt the “rule of three,” which says members
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will not talk to other members in the first three minutes
following the service — typically how long it takes guests to
exit.
15. Enact the “circle of 10” rule — that each member
will greet anyone, member or guest, who comes within 10
feet of them.
16. Say, “I don’t think we’ve met before….” if you are
not sure if the person next to you is a member or a visitor.
17. Ask outgoing church members to sit in the pews
where visitors most commonly sit, often near the entrance
or in the back.
18. Post someone at every exit to shake hands and
thank people for coming. Ask worship participants
(readers, music leaders, liturgists, etc.) to do this since
their faces will be familiar.
Help newcomers feel at home in worship:
19. Accept and encourage casual attire.
20. Do not ask visitors to stand and identify themselves. Seventy percent of new attendees feel negatively
about being recognized. However, they do expect people to
be friendly and welcoming.
21. Provide nametags for the whole congregation and
develop the habit of wearing them. Form a “tag team”
to organize and promote name tag use.
22. Review your church bulletin and other printed material to make sure information is not “insider oriented.”
Avoid church jargon and assuming that people understand
the context.
23. Make sure your order of worship is easy for a visitor
to follow. Include written or verbal explanations of what is
going on and why. Print the words to all prayers, songs,
and responses.
24. Sing at least one hymn each Sunday that is well
known outside the church, such as “Amazing Grace,”
“Joyful Joyful,” or “Morning Has Broken.”
25. Include a welcome to visitors in the open words before the service. Make sure the person speaking identifies
him or herself. It is best for the pastor to issue this welcome.
26. Remember that visitors sometimes arrive a few
minutes late. Don’t front load all the information directed
at them.
27. Place information about your church’s ministries
where a visitor can easily find it — preferably in the pew, or
a clearly marked location near the entry points used by
visitors. Don’t expect them to go someplace else to find it.
28. Prepare visitors packets to be handed out by
greeters with information about your church programs.
29. Give visitors with small children a small activity
packet (with crayons, pipe cleaners, stickers, etc.) as
they enter worship.
30. Avoid all talk about money with visitors.
31. Keep the discussion of “family business” to a
minimum in the services. Limit announcements.
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April 28

April 21
Easter

Jan Andresek

Elisabeth Kappel

10:45

Norman Akin

Heidi Gottfried

Cherie Zahn

Alan & Lynette
Jordan Family

10:45

8:30

Tony Anderek

Sharon Cowan

8:30

Diana Jennett

10:45

YOUTH

Doug & Kate
Carroll Family

YOUTH

10:45

8:30

Gloria Cavil

Wayne & Donna
Breselow

April 14
Palm Sunday

Steve Alsum

Myra Light

8:30

LITURGISTS

April 7

GREETERS

TIME

DATE

Dawn Schauer
Sue Schulz

George Roemer
Fred Hack
Kathy Triick

Haley Mueller

Haley Mueller

No Nursery Staff
Easter

No Nursery Staff
Easter

Glenn Lepien
Tim Purman
Shari Purman

Allie Sutheimer

Haley Mueller

Haley Mueller

NURSERY

Allie Sutheimer

YOUTH

ACOLYTES

Joyce Kautz
Dorothy Park

YOUTH
Paul Wilson

Pam Roggenbauer
Joyce Lackas
Beth Wettstein

Ann Conroy
Amie Sutheimer
Patricia Linehan
Tim Kramoris

USHERS

Ministry Schedule for April

9:15 TOPS

16

9:15 TOPS

30
9:15 TOPS

9:15 TOPS

23

Fellowship, 9:45 Sunday
School, 9:50 Men’s
Choir, 10:45 Worship,
12:30 Youth Laser Tag

22

24

6:30 Bells
7:30 Chancel Choir

17

6:15 Bells
7 Worship @St. John’s
UCC
7:45 Chancel Choir

10

7 Ecumenical Worship
Here Soup/Salad dinner
before worship
7:45 Chancel Choir

9:15 TOPS

9

3

Wednesday

25

7 Maundy Thursday
Worship Service

10 Clothes Closet

18

1 Hannah Circle presents
a piano duet recital
All are welcome

11 10 Book Study

10 Clothes Closet
10 Book Study

4

Thursday

26

1 Good Friday Worship
at FUMC/Fr. Lars
preaching

19

12

5

Friday

APRIL 2019
2

Tuesday

6:30 Prayer Shawl Ministry
6:30 Hospitality & Property
Management Teams
2 Mary Circle

15

5:30 Ladies Night out
6:30 Leadership Board
6:30 Prayer Shawl
Ministry

8

Family Promise Week

1

Monday

28 8:30 Worship, 9:30 29

10:45 Easter Worship

8:30 Easter Worship

21 EASTER

8:30 Worship, 9:30
Fellowship, 9:45
Sunday School, 9:50
Men’s Choir, 10:45
Worship, 5:30 Youth

14 PALM SUNDAY

9:30 Fellowship, 9:45
Sunday School, 9:50
Men’s Choir, 10:45
Worship, 4:30 Confirmation, 5:30 Youth

7 8:30 Worship

*Tom Paine:
Trustee of the
month

Sunday

First United Methodist Church
738 W. Monroe Avenue
Hartford, WI 53027

11:30 Hartford
Community Lunch/
Clothes Closet

27

20

Summerfield Ministry

13

9 Breakfast with the
Bunny

6

Saturday

From the Desk of
Children & Family Ministry Director: Emilee Mooney

April Greetings to each of you! Easter is upon us and that means many things to many different people. My
wish for you is that Easter brings you hope in the unimaginable, peace in your daily lives, and love when you
are struggling. Happy Easter!
Please save the date on SATURDAY, APRIL 6th for Breakfast with the Bunny. This is a free event, and open to
the community. Be sure to spread the word and invite your friends, neighbors and family. The event begins
at 9am, with a pancake breakfast, a visit with the Easter Bunny himself, crafts for the kids, and a little goodie
bag for the children. Please RSVP with the church office OR sign up on the display in the church foyer. Last
year, the children really had a fun time and I can’t wait to see their smiling faces again this year!
In Sunday School this month, the 1st-5th grade children will be learning about what it means to be baptized,
receive communion and be an acolyte. They will watch a short clip about each, and then break off into small
groups to discuss and learn more. The preschool and kindergarten children will continue with their HandsOn Learning curriculum. The middle school students are also continuing with their individualized classes. The
high school children are going to be watching and discussing more of the Rob Bell series. Please note there
is NO SUNDAY SCHOOL on April 21st due to Easter.
On April 28th, we will have our annual Volunteer Recognition service. I will be asking every person to stand
during service, and thanking them for all their time and energy they commit to helping FUMC. Without
them, we would not be able to achieve everything that happens around here. They are a true gift from God,
and we celebrate them and their talents. If you would like to join these important people in volunteering,
please reach out to me. You are always welcome to serve in any way!

Emilee Mooney

April 2019

*

Many blessings,
emilee.fumc@gmail.com

First United Methodist Church — Hartford, Wisconsin

*

262.673.3290
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VIM NEWS

from Lynnette Jordan

In Feb 2019 Jody Pratt, Michigan, and
Lynnette Jordan, Wisconsin, traveled to Peru
at the request of Bishop Samuel Aguilar. The
training was part of a two step joint program
with the newly formed “PROVOMIM” Peruvian program and the “Discover…Mission”
North Central Jurisdiction program. During
the first step of the joint program Jody and
Lynnette taught Basic Lay Servant Ministries
and Mission Leadership which included a
half day “practice” mission. There were 15
participants from the Lima-Callao District and both the Peruvian and NCJ leadership were pleased with the
results of the class.
To make this happen there are several people that deserve to be recognized: First of all Judy Bruun, a mission volunteer from Wisconsin who laid the groundwork for the NCJ working with the Peruvian Methodist
Church. The Oak Creek UMC donated $500 toward the meals provided during the 3 day program.
Una Jones: Director, Mission Volunteer Office of the General Board of Global Ministries and Tammy Kuntz
the UMVIM coordinator of the North Central Jurisdiction for supplying Jody and Lynnette materials, especially the Spanish materials!
Carmen Mollo Gutierrez, Comision Nacional Vida Y Misio/ National Commission Life and Mission of the
Methodist Church of Peru and Rev. Rosanna Panizo, Rectora of the Seminario Teologico Wesleyano both
for coordinating the event and for translating.
Pastor Alfredo Urcuhuaranga Pozo, the District Superintendent of the Lima-Callao District, he attended
meetings with Carmen, Jody, Lynnette, and Bishop Aguilar on 2 separate days and attended the 3 day training. All 5 of those days which were part of his vacation time! And of course Bishop Samuel Aguilar, Methodist Church of Peru Bishop, for inviting Jody and Lynnette to partner with the Methodist Church of Peru for
this 2 step training program.
The second part of the program will be the “Discover… Mission” held Dec 30, 2019 to Jan 10, 2020 in
Peru. Up to 15 young adults from the NCJ are invited to participate, additional Peruvian youth will be invited
to participate for the training portion of the event held at the Miramar Church. The coordination of the second part of the program will be done as a group effort of the Peruvian young adults which recently completed the mission leadership training, under the supervision of Carmen, Rosanna, Jody, and Lynnette.
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YOUTH UPDATE!
Paul Wilson, Youth Coordinator

We finished off February on Sunday the 24th, by having our spring pancake breakfast. Thanks to the congregation, we raised
over $350 for youth group activities. I would like to thank all the youth and adults that made it a success!

The following Sunday, March 3rd, we had our annual outing at Dave’s Lanes. Once again, we took up almost the whole
place. We enjoyed a few games of bowling and enjoyed pizza and soda.
On March 10th, we had our Youth Participation Sunday, thanks to Paige Langenecker for her first time as liturgist. Thank you
as well, to all the other youth that helped greet and usher. Later that evening, we had our usual youth group and played
candy bar bingo. Everyone had a great time!
Please see page 10 for more info and pictures!!!
April 2019
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YOUTH
Continued
From p.9

On Monday March 11th, Papa Murphy’s hosted a fundraiser for
the youth group. All you needed to do was buy some pizzas, and
it turns out you did! They sold 73 pizzas that day, plus some
other side items, it resulted in the youth group getting $153.
Thank you so much for buying pizza. On March 17th, we went to
the movies to watch Captain Marvel. We enjoyed the movie,
popcorn and soda. Not much of youth group left with Spring
Break and Easter, but the rest of the schedule is below.
3/24/19 &
3/31/19

-

No Youth Group - Spring Break

N/A

4/7/19

5:30-7:30PM

Youth Group - Worship

N/A

4/13/19

Noon

Help with Summerfield (Carla)

N/A

4/14/19

5:30-7:30PM

Youth Participation / Movie Night

N/A

4/21/19

-

No Youth Group - Happy Easter

N/A

4/28/19

12:30-4PM

Laser Tag

$10

5/5/19

5:30-7:30PM

Year End Party

N/A

5/12/19

8:30 AM

Youth Participation - No Youth Group (Mother’s Day)

N/A

Youth Group Sunday Evenings 5:30 – 7:30 PM (Lower Lot) - Grades 6-12 – Friends are Always Welcome
Contact: Paul Wilson - pjwilson9@hotmail.com, Mobile 262-751-8677
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04/28
04/28
04/29
04/30

Birthdays
04/02

04/06
04/07
04/08

04/09
04/10
04/12
04/14
04/15
04/15
04/17
04/20
04/21
04/23
04/24
04/24
04/26
04/27
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Cindy Cox
Pam Roggenbauer
Kathy Proebsting
Jeanne Telderer
Joshua Hogan
Anika Lewek
McAllister Dummer
Lauren Linehan
Brian Zahn
James Pillsbury
Evan Yustus
Caroline Daw
Emily Lepien
Joe Konrad
Tim Purman
Jarid Baumgartner
Lynn Peters
Twyla Gartzke
Jay Triick
Debbie Wawrzyn
Sandy Sterman
Susan Cox
Brian Swenson
Tom Paine
Steven Daw
Leah Jochem
Benjamin Lee
Lynnette Jordan
Tom Stephenson
Tyler Richards
Gail Rohde
Duncan Pillsbury
Mitchell Sauer
Cherie Zahn
Joyce Martin
Ann Conroy
Luke Kaminski
Levi Linehan

Joyce Lackas
Tracy Loosen
Guy Tuxhorn
Jacey Buege
Lee Jones
Michael Borst
Emily Wettstein

Anniversaries
04/04
04/07
04/12
04/15
04/18
04/24
04/26
04/27

Gail & Richard Rohde
Kristen & Michael Mueller
Laura & Richard Marx
Nedra & Ed Johnson
Crystal & Brian Odenwald
Carol & Gerald Staus
Tina & Tony Collett
Bev & Tom Schatz

THE FUNNY BONE!

Church announcement bloopers



For those of you who have children
and don't know it, we have a nursery
downstairs.



Next Thursday there will be try-outs
for the choir They need all the help
they can get.



Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were
married on October 24 in the church.
So ends a friendship that began in
their school days.



Please place your donation in the
envelope along with the deceased
person you want remembered.



Low Self Esteem Support Group will
meet Thursday at 7 PM . Please use
the back door.
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738 West Monroe
Hartford, WI 53027
262-673-3290
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