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AT THE CROSS
FUMC Mission Statement
“Making Disciples of Christ”

TAKE A LOOK . . .
VBS News, Special events,
Opportunities for service,
Summer hours, Family Bible
Word Search, Stewardship
and lots more!

ARE YOU ABLE TO HELP?
Brien & Brianna (Wesner) Lee Family
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CONTACT INFORMATION
First United Methodist Church
738 West Monroe Avenue
Hartford, 53027
262.673.3290

Pastor
Office Hours Mon., Tues., Wed. 9:30-12:30
Stephanie J. Taylor
sjtaylorumc@gmail.com

Director of Children’s & Family Ministries
Emilee Mooney
Emilee.fumc@gmail.com
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Office Managers
Robin Pfotenhauer & Connie Speiser
office@fumchartford.com
District Superintendent
Rev. Forrest Wells

Our Missionary
Paul Webster & Betty Tschala

One of our youngest members, one year old Benjamin Lee, will undergo a Bone
Marrow Transplant at Children's Hospital on June 11. His mom Brianna will be
staying at the hospital with him during his two month stay. This is putting a significant emotional and financial strain on this young family, which includes Ben,
his parents Brien and Brianna and three year old Sophia.
First and foremost, please pray for Ben's recovery. We are hoping to support
this family with Christian love from our congregation. Please consider helping
in one of the following ways:
-Could you provide a meal for Brien and Sophia while Ben and Brianna are at
the hospital?
-Could you donate a gift card for gas or groceries?
-Could you help with a coffee hour on June 16, July 14 or August 4?
-Could you help with a cleaning day before Ben comes home in August?
Please contact Robin in the office OR Carla Kramoris at kramoris@charter.net
OR 262-644-6207 to help with any of these.
Thank you for considering helping the Lee family during this journey of healing
for Benjamin.

Summer worship hours will
begin on May 26th. We will go to a one
Sunday morning service
beginning at 9:30 am, followed by our
usual coffee fellowship hour.
Beginning June 6th we will begin our
Thursday evening worship services. They
are casual come as you are services with communion.
They will begin at 7 pm.

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP THIS SUMMER!

From the desk of Pastor Stephanie…..
A singer and songwriter by the name of
Gordon Jensen wrote a song some years ago
which mentions the fact that you and I as
Christians are the only “Jesus” that many people will see.
No, this does not mean we are Jesus Himself of course. We know He is Jesus all by
Himself, yet it should be our goal and desire to
be just a bit more like Him every day by sharing what Christ is like. We are to be “lights” in a
dark world!
If there is ever a time for people to see
Christ in action through His people, it is today!
Take a moment to read this story which
illustrates what we are to be in this world when
it comes to sharing Christ.
Pastor Mark Thompson of Faribault, Minnesota, suffered terrible knife wounds from an
assailant in his home, in October 1988. One of
the many consequences of his difficult recovery was being forced to miss watching his son
Chris run in the state cross-country championship meet. Pastor Thompson commissioned
his brother Merv to go in his stead. According
to the account in the St. Paul Pioneer Press &
Dispatch, Mark told his brother, “I can’t be
there to see Chris run. So I want you there at
the beginning of the race. Holler a lot. … Then
at the end, I want you to really cheer loudly.
And I want you to make your voice sound like
mine.” Merv heeded the advice, and Chris ran
a strong race, finishing second. Merv, also a
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pastor, discerned the theological truth in the
story. “That’s what Jesus wants us to do.” he
said. “Make your voice sound like mine.”
Friends, we are called to live in this world
to “make our voice sound like His”! How can
we know what His voice is like? Well, one of
the greatest ways is to get into the Word of
God and see how He taught, healed, ministered to, and blessed people while on this
earth. While the religious crowd often shunned
Him, we know He took time for those who were
searching, hurting, broken and wounded.
Let’s do that!
There’s an old song that has these words:
”Oh to be His hand extended, reaching out to
the oppressed, Let me touch Him, let me touch
Jesus, So that others may know and be
blessed.” I encourage you today to do your
best to walk where He would walk, to talk the
way He would talk, and to lend your voice to
the voiceless!
See you in church!
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FUMC News and Notes
Haiti Medical Mission Update

END OF THE YEAR YOUTH
UPDATE…

Thank you for your generous support of our Haiti medical mission trip that was to have happened in March,

From Paul Wilson

2019. Unfortunately, we were unable to go due to
political unrest at the time. About two weeks before
the trip the organizers deemed that it was not safe
for us to travel and the trip was put on hold. We were
disappointed, but Shari and Carla are planning to go
on the November mission trip. Please continue to
keep the people of Haiti in your prayers.
Sincerely,
Carla Kramoris, Rachel Pfotenhauer & Shari Purman

RACING HEARTS DAY!
By, Mark Martin, member FUMC

I do not have a lot of youth group items to share since
we last met. We did not have any youth activities
around Easter due to the holiday. We were scheduled to
play Laser Tag on the 28th, however everyone was just
too busy and we didn’t have enough interest. It has been
postponed to June 8th, at 5PM so mark your calendars!
We did have our year end party on May 5th, but the rain
put a damper on our outside activities. We were able to
grill some hamburgers and hot dogs, play some foursquare-in-the-air, and make s’mores at the campfire...but then the rain pushed us inside. At that point
we played one more round of Underground
Church...nobody complained. In fact, it all happened so
fast, I didn’t even get any pictures taken of the fun!

Racing Hearts is an organization to bring awareness to
Dysautonomia. We are having our third annual racingheartsday 5K run/walk in Jackson on September 15th.
The money raised will go to the Aurora Grafton Dysautonomia Center for research to help families with the
illness. I have Dysautonomia and so does my daughter Natalie. Her type is POTS, which cannot be cured.
80% of females get POTS, and 20% with the disease
are unable to work. There currently no FDA approved
medications.

We had our last Youth Participation Sunday on Mother’s
Day, May 12th. Thanks to Andrew Alsum for being liturgist and thanks to the other youth that helped usher and
greet. Your service is always appreciated!

We are looking for people to help us by sponsoring,
donating or joining in the run/walk in September. It is
a fun day with music, food, games for the kids, raffels,
silent action and more! If you have questions, please
contact me at 262-224-7162.

Please note that nothing will change. We will continue
to have youth group again in the fall. We have a great
group of adult leaders and I plan to continue to support
Youth Group as an adult volunteer.

That wraps up the 2018-2019 youth group year, except
for Laser Tag on June 8th, at 5 PM.
With that, I wanted to let you all know that I have decided to step down as the youth group leader with the end
of this school year, effective May 31st.

I have a team started if you would like to join. Or, you
can start your own.

I've enjoyed my time as the youth group leader but the
time has come for me to hand off the responsibility. My
decision to step down is solely due to my schedule, time
commitment and zeal.

You may go online to donate at Racingheartsday.org.
If you click on “participant” and then “Mark Martin”
you can donate directly. Thank you for your support!

Have a great summer!
Paul

Sincerely, Mark Martin
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CALLING ALL
ADVENTUROUS
WOMEN!

YOUTH MISSION TRIP

This year our work camp mission
trip team is headed to Erie, PA to
spend a week with families needing help keeping their
homes in shape. We’ll be doing projects like interior/
On Saturday June 22nd we will exterior painting, deck repair and/or replacement and
be hiking the Ice Age Trail
building handicap ramps. Each year, participants are
from Holy Hill to Pike Lake
asked to bring a gift to help broaden our positive impact
State Park. This is approxion the community. This year, we have been asked to bring
mately a 10 mile hike. We will non-perishable food items for the local food pantry. Conhave a picnic lunch at Pike Lake when we are done.
sider being a part of our work camp team by donating nonWe will meet at the Pike Lake beach parking lot at
perishable food items for us to take to Erie, PA. For ques7:30am and carpool to Holy Hill. If you would like to
tions and donations, contact Brian Swenson at (414) 378join us please let Ann Conroy know at
1330 or bswenson@hntb.com

annandkevin@charter.net or 262-227-4706.

CHURCH BULLETIN

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES!

BLOOPERS!

Congratulations to our High School Graduates listed

These “bloopers” appeared in real church newsletters or
below. If we have inadvertently missed anyone please bulletins at one time (not ours!). They will tickle your funny
bone!

let us know ASAP!

Congratulations to our college grads as well. If you
have a son or daughter that has just graduated or
will be graduating at the end of the summer, or may-

Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get
rid of those things not worth keeping around the house.
Bring your husbands.
Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help.

be graduated mid-year, please contact us. We would Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I will not pass this way again,'
giving obvious pleasure to the congregation.
like to honor them as well.
Alex Albrecht
Madeline Hoxworth
Luke Kaminski
Trevor Lucht
Alexandra Rouse
Evan Yustus

For those of you who have children and don't know it, we
have a nursery downstairs.
Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir They need
all the help they can get.
Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October
24 in the church. So ends a friendship that began in their
school days.
A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the
church hall. Music will follow.
At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be
'What Is Hell?' Come early and listen to our choir practice.
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Carla Kramoris

Dan Mooney

Lynnette Jordan

9:30

9:30

9:30

9:30

June 9

June 16

June 23

June 30

Haley Mueller

Allie Sutheimer

Haley Mueller

Allie Sutheimer

Greg, Karen and
Ethan Bidwell
Fred Hack
Kathy Triick
Marty Gienke
John & Linda Moscicki
Michelle Morin

George & Sue Roemer
Renee Draper

NURSERY

Allie Sutheimer

ACOLYTES

Dave Bohovsky
Scott Warren
Patricia Linehan
Ann Conroy

USHERS

Don’t forget about the Thursday worship services beginning June 6th. They are casual, come as
you are services with communion, and they begin at 7 pm. Please join us this summer!

Brian Swenson

Jeanne Konrad

9:30

LITURGISTS

June 2

GREETERS

TIME

DATE

JUNE 2019 Ministry Schedule

30
9:30 Worship
10:30 Fellowship

23
9:30 Worship
10:30 Fellowship

16 Teen Challenge
Here for worship
9:30 Worship
10:30 Fellowship
Annual Conference

VBS

24

6:30 Ministry Teams
Annual Conference

17

6:30 Leadership Board
6:30 Prayer Shawl

25
9:30 TOPS

18
9:30 TOPS

11
9:30 TOPS

26

19

12

6

Thursday

7 Worship

27

7 Worship

20
10 Clothes Closet

7 Worship

10 Book Study

13

10

5

Wednesday

9 PENTECOST
9:30 Worship
10:30 Fellowship

4
9:30 TOPS

Tuesday

10 Clothes Closet
10 Book Study
7 Worship

3

Monday

Friday

28

21

Annual Conference

14

7
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9:30 Worship
10:30 Fellowship

2

Sunday

First United Methodist Church
738 W. Monroe Avenue
Hartford, WI 53027

11:30 Hartford Community Lunch &
Clothes Closet

29

22

Annual Conference

15

8

1

Saturday

From the Desk of
Children & Family Ministry Director: Emilee Mooney

Almost-Summer Greetings, Everyone! It seems crazy to me that we are already on the June
newsletter and the school year is almost complete.
The end of Sunday School has come and gone, and it was a very successful and fun year. I’d like to
thank all the teachers who volunteer their time for our children. If you would like to help with any of
the grades for next fall’s Sunday School classes, please let me know!
Since it is June that can only mean one thing…Vacation Bible School is here! The theme this year is
SKY! Everything is Possible With GOD ~ Mark 10:27. Get ready for some high flying fun in the sky!
VBS will be held on June 24th - 27th from 4:30-7:30PM. Registration is underway and I ask that you
sign up as soon as possible so we have enough supplies for all the children. Sign-up sheets are outside my office. If you would like to help with planning, decorating, teaching, tech corner duties or
ANYTHING, you know that I will accept any and all help in making this another memorable VBS for
the children of FUMC and our visitors from the community. Please add it to your calendar and
spread the word to your friends!

Emilee Mooney

June 2019

*

Many blessings,
emilee.fumc@gmail.com

First United Methodist Church — Hartford, Wisconsin
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STEWARDSHIP
"Celebrating the offering is a spiritual act of worship every believer can actively participate in each week. Giving becomes a celebration when the believer discovers the joy of generosity, which grows out of God's grace." — Melvin Amerson, Celebrating the Offering
We Give
To belong to our congregation is to be a steward. Some may say that “stewardship” is just a polite way of referring to
financial giving to the church. But it’s far more than that.
One character in some of Jesus’ parables is the steward — the servant charged by the master to care for the master’s
property. It is the master, not the steward, who owns the property, but the steward is responsible for it and is accountable to the master. So it is, said Jesus, between God and us. As God’s stewards we have three responsibilities:
 Receiving: We receive with joyful thanksgiving the many gifts that God showers upon us — time, talent, treasure,
our bodies, our friendships, natural resources, and the beauty around us.



Managing: We take good care of what we have received. We manage these resources wisely — for our own good
and the good of others.
Giving: Out of our gratitude in receiving so abundantly, we want to share with others. Let’s look at four kinds of gifts
that we receive, manage, and share:
Our time
We did nothing to earn the hours, the days, the weeks of our lives. Time is a gift of God. How we choose to use it is a
matter of stewardship. Some people lead lives of frenetic activity, always over-extending themselves to the point of
exhaustion, while others sit around in apathetic boredom. Some spend all their hours serving the needs of others at
the expense of their own, while others live only for themselves.
As Christian stewards we try to manage time wisely and in a balanced way. And we give our time gladly to family and
friends, to strangers, to the community, the church, and to ourselves.
Our abilities
Do you remember Jesus’ parable of the three servants who received different amounts of money to manage while the
master was away? We’ve each received from God distinctive gifts and talents. How we develop and use these talents
is a matter of stewardship. Like two of the servants in Jesus’ story, we can invest them wisely — or like the third, out
of fear we can hide them (Matthew 25:14-30).
As stewards, we acknowledge the gifts we have without apology. We develop them further, practicing new skills and
putting our talents to work in ministry.
Our resources
We may think that our financial resources are our own. But when we recall that the time, the energy, the good health,
and the opportunities for employment behind these dollars are all gifts from God, we see that the funds belong to
God too. We are the stewards; God is the owner. So questions about what we earn, how we earn it, how we save,
spend, and give it away, are all questions of Christian stewardship.
One vital aspect of our stewardship is our giving to Christ’s work in the world. We’ve learned that giving is most effective when we commit ourselves to give a definite proportion of our income through the church. For many, this proportion is one-tenth, or a tithe. Whatever the amount, we have discovered the joy in giving to God the “first fruits,” an
amount “off the top” of our income, not what’s left over at the end of the month.
Reprinted from UMC Stewardship website
June 2019
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VIM UPDATE…. Flood Recovery in Wisconsin
Submitted by Lynnette Jordan
- Winding Rivers UMC received a $1,079,859 grant from UMCOR for the Long Term Recovery Partnership in
Juneau Co.
- Winding Rivers had a "kick off celebration" on Thursday May 2nd. They had a good turnout with several
flood survivors; VOAD partners including Wisconsin Emergency Management, Red Cross, Salvation Army, Project Recovery; 2 VIM teams; the North Central DS; the asst to the Bishop, Dan Dick, and the recovery staff.
- Winding Rivers UMC is looking for teams to help with the recovery. Any group of 4 to 40. Come for a day, 3
days, a week...... We have dorms, a grant for food from the Mauston Lions, and the UMCOR grant for materials. We still need volunteers! Currently we are working with 40 households and just met with the Adams Co
Emergency Manager, she has a list of approximately 50 more households that have contacted her for assistance.
- the 2017 flood recovery project in Salem has another work date: Friday June 7th and Saturday June 8th.
We will have walls that can be primed, plenty of walls that need to be sanded and receive a second layer of
joint compound and some drywall yet to hang. Please call or email Lynnette if interested in helping. Lunch
will be provided.
- Annual Conference is June 14-16.
Midwest Mission Distribution Center executive director Chantel Corrie will be in attendance as will a box
truck to receive donations. Flood buckets/Cleaning Kits are suggested as Wisconsin received 2016 (a semi
truck worth) from the MMDC depot last year.
- on a personal note, I will not be around as much this summer as I have been hired as a staff member for
the Long Term Recovery Partnership in Juneau Co. I am helping oversee the recovery and responsible for
reporting to UMCOR.
Lynnette Jordan
Asst. DRC - Wis Conf
lynnette.jordan0707@gmail.com
262-370-0707
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06/24
06/26
06/27
06/28
06/30

Birthdays
06/01
06/02

06/03

06/04
06/05
06/06
06/07
06/08
06/09
06/10

06/11
06/12
06/13
06/14
06/15
06/16
06/17
06/18
06/19
06/20
06/21
06/22
06/22
06/22
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Heather Wuest
Almer Perkins
John Lindner
Emily Schuhmacher
Olivia Carroll
Scott Wuest
Peg Klippel
Rod Bartlow
Araceli Cloud
Tenley Lichtensteiger
Braelynn Lichtensteiger
Doug Carroll
Howard Myers
Nedra Johnson
Allen Cooper
Linda VanderJagt
Hayden Bumgarner
Kim Morris
Jayden Buege
Bettie Ervin
Steve Dummer
Pam Rohde
Kyle McDermott
Grace Hoxworth
Ruth Brasure
Sadie Sterman
Wayne Wieting
Tom Morris
Kaia Weiss
Melissa Thiery
Carlie DeGroot
Vickie Ward
Natalie Tetrick
Blanche Roemer
Paul Wilson
Noah Kaminski
Kenna Weisenberger
Heidi Gottfried
Alexandra Rouse
Allison Peterson
Kathy Kempen
Stan Sterman
Dorothy Grandine
Nick Raynor
Helen Wilson

Tiffany Tetrick
Janice Sigl
Tony Collett
Jennifer Thurmer
Carol Krajewski
Riley Hopfensperger

Anniversaries
06/01
06/04
06/07
06/08
06/12
06/13
06/14
06/15
06/16
06/17
06/18
06/20
06/21
06/25
06/27
06/30

Pam & Richard Roggenbauer
Doris & Tom Lepien
Lynnette & Alan Jordan
Abby & Mitchell Sauer
Abby & William Baumgarner
Katie & Rob Bush
Danielle & Angelo Pezzino
Carol & Mark Martin
Jean & Jim Bell
Deb & Arnie Wickland
Chris & Dave Hoxworth
Becky & Bob Cleland
Marge & Almer Perkins
Cathy & Steve Alsum
Amber & Darrin Schauer
Emily & Jeff Martin
Victoria & Jay Triick
Katie & David Schlotthauer
Vickie & Doug Ward

NOTICE FROM PROPERTY MANAGEMENT TEAM
(Formerly Trustees)
The Property Team is asking that no one donate
books, craft supplies, furniture, musical instruments
or anything else to the church at this time without
permission. The building is bursting at the seams
with ‘stuff’ right now and we need to declutter. We
appreciate your donations but sadly do not have any
more room for anything more at this time. Our team
will be cleaning out over the next few months to help
make more space for the things that need to be in
the building. Thank you for your understanding!
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

First United Methodist Church – Hartford, Wisconsin

First United Methodist Church • Hartford, Wisconsin

JUNE 2019 NEWSLETTER

