September 2019

First United Methodist Church — Hartford, WI

AT THE CROSS
FUMC Mission Statement
“Making Disciples of Christ”

TAKE A LOOK . . .
A letter from our new pastor,
how to spot someone who is
being trafficked, 5K run/Walk,
Bible Word Search, Hospitality,
kids and more!

FALL KICK-OFF SUNDAY!

From Pastor Jeff

P. 2

Children’s Ministry

P.4

Hospitality

P.7-8

CONTACT INFORMATION
First United Methodist Church
738 West Monroe Avenue
Hartford, 53027
262.673.3290
Interim Pastor
Rev. Jeff Radley
Office Hours Mon. & Wed. Mornings
414.588.4345

Director of Children’s & Family Ministries
Emilee Mooney
Emilee.fumc@gmail.com
Youth Ministry Coordinator
Guy Tuxhorn
Office Managers
Robin Pfotenhauer & Connie Speiser
office@fumchartford.com
District Superintendent
Rev. Forrest Wells

Our Missionary
Betty Tschala, Zambia

Summer is drawing to a close and school bells
are ringing, kids are shopping for school supplies
and parents are trying to figure out a plan for lunches and carpooling! For some of us, this is September. For others it is getting back to routine and
starting to say good bye to those wonderful fresh
garden tomatoes! It is also a time when many think
about being more present in their local church now
that vacations are over and for some others, grand kids and other visitors are gone for the present time.
The staff at FUMC want to take this opportunity to invite you to join
us for worship, learning and fellowship. As disciples of Christ we have
a job to do in this world and attending church helps inspire us and join
forces with others who have the same goals. After all, our mission
statement is “Making Disciples of Christ”. We need to get back to the
work of doing this and connecting with others.
On Sunday September 8th our interim pastor, Rev. Jeff Radley, will
be leading worship with us for the first time and we are excited about
this! Please join us that day for one worship service at 9:30 followed
by an all-church potluck. We will be supplying the meat and beverages
and you can bring a dish to pass if you are able. Please don’t let not
having a dish to pass keep you from this important celebration and
connection with members and friends of FUMC! Bring a neighbor,
bring a friend, bring a relative! ALL are welcome.
We will be blessing backpacks during the worship service on this
day as well so be sure to bring your kids’ packs with you to church.
So, we challenge you to join us and come OFTEN to feed your heart
and soul with the good news of Jesus Christ, and the wonderful fellowship that we at FUMC have to offer!! Let us recommit ourselves to a
Christ-like life and include worship in that commitment. See you this
fall!

From the desk of Pastor Jeff …..
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. As your new Interim Pastor, I’m committed to
building relationships with each of you so that together we can listen, dream, and live into who the Holy
Spirit is calling us to be.
I will be joining you after Labor Day, and I do intend to have intentional office hours so each of you can
just drop by to introduce yourselves, if you so desire. I intend to begin each Monday and Wednesday
morning in the office. I can’t promise I’ll be there all the time; visits, meetings, and community events
may take me out of the building; but that’s when you’ll have a good chance of finding me.
You may call me Jeff, but if you care to be a little more formal you can call me Pastor Jeff. I will be off on
Fridays. If you desire, you can reach me on my cell phone at 414.588.4345.
I answered God’s call to ministry in 2007 and began the process toward professional ministry in the
United Methodist Church after a lengthy engineering career. I served as an Associate Pastor at Still Waters Community UMC in Jackson, WI from 2009 through 2013, the Lead Pastor of Trinity UMC in Montello, WI from 2014 until 2018, and as the Lead Pastor of Peace UMC in Brookfield from 2018-2019. I
“retired” on June 30th, but many of you know, pastors never really retire, they just change the scope of
their ministry, hence I come to you as your Interim Pastor until the end of June 2020.
I encourage those with gifts of hospitality to practice radical hospitality by inviting, welcoming, receiving,
and caring for all who are seeking a spiritual home to discover the richness of following Jesus Christ.
I began adult ministry serving as a volunteer youth leader with my wife Dorthy. As a team we served a
community for 7 years, and later, started a new youth program in a church that was struggling to engage
youth. Together, we worked at that venture for 5 years.
I am married to Dorthy, my wife of 47 years. Dorthy is a past Wisconsin United Methodist Conference
Lay Leader (2004-2012), has served as a delegate to General and Jurisdictional Conferences, and remains an active volunteer on the Conference level. She is employed as an Operations Director for a real
estate data warehouse in Wauwatosa.
Dorthy and I have maintained our primary residence in Slinger, WI since 1993, having previously resided
in Sheboygan, WI; Oshkosh, WI; and Stillwater, OK.
We look forward to beginning our time with you.
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FUMC News and Notes
2020 SENIOR HIGH
MISSION EXPERIENCE!

Ring-a-Ling!
It’s hard to believe, but we are starting
to think about Bell Choir already! Bell
Choir will resume on Wednesday nights, starting September 11th, from 6:30pm–7:30pm. If you love music
but singing isn’t your thing, you may be interested in
trying the bells! We even accept ringers that are singers,
too. Whether you are a novice to reading music or an
accomplished sight-reader, we have a spot for you. If

There will be an informational meeting for the 2020 Senior High Mission Trip on September 8 after the 9:30 service. Please join us to
learn more about our trip from the teens that participated this year. We will be deciding on a date
and location for next year’s trip.

you would like to test the bells before committing, we

Next year’s Senior Mission trip is open to all stu-

would be happy to accommodate. Additionally, if you will

dents going into senior high in the fall of 2020 or

be joining us as a full-time member or as a substitute,

older, so please come and learn more about this

please contact me at dcpezzino@outlook.com or 201-

amazing opportunity. If there are any questions,

704-9428, which will help me plan music for the up-

please contact Steve Alsum or Brian Swenson.

coming months.

Thanks,

Blessings,
Danielle Pezzino

Steve Alsum

THE CHANCEL CHOIR
INVITES YOU!
Summer is coming to a close but look on the bright
side: Choirs at FUMC will be singing again!!! If you

UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY! CAN YOU HELP??

would like to sing with the Chancel Choir, you are wel-

From Marty Gienke:

come to if you are at least in 9th grade or older. This

I would like to return to playing bells this fall but need

includes all adults as well! We begin our rehearsals on

some help to do it. My husband, Mac, can’t be left

September 4th at 7:30 pm and usually meet for about

alone so I would appreciate four volunteers to stay

an hour. Come and give it a try; no pressure. We are a
fun group and welcome newcomers as well as those
who have sung with us before but have had to stop for
whatever reason. Any questions? Contact Stephanie

with him on Wednesday evenings from 6 pm to 8 pm.
Each person would take only one night per month so
one wouldn’t be tied down to an every week commitment. You would have to be able to help him up using
a gate belt. Any questions or need more information

Klockow, Chancel Choir director or call the church of-

please call Marty Gienke at 920-386-8053 or via

fice.

email mgienke@charter.net Thank you!!
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From the Desk of Children & Family Ministry
Director: Emilee Mooney

It’s that time of the year! Going back to school can raise a mixture of emotions in us, but as long as we cling to God
and His Word, everything will be just fine! No matter how you feel about school starting, it’s a time of changes, excitement, routines, and sometimes fears. I know this verse brings me comfort when I am facing a fear & I hope it does for
you as well…Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your
ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.
This time at church also gets me excited for all the families who may be returning to worship, children being able to
see their friends each week, the routine of worship, Sunday School, Youth Group and all the activities that we have
planned throughout the year. Let’s get right to the details for September 2019!
Back to Church festivities begin on September 8th with our Backpack Blessing for the children. Please have your children bring their backpacks to church to receive a blessing tag to put on their backpack, and to receive a blessing from
Pastor Radley. If you’ve been following the calendar, you will also know that this just happens to be Pastor Radley’s
first day preaching at FUMC! We will, of course, have a welcome potluck. If you are able, please bring a dish to pass.
If you are not able, don’t let that stop you from attending! FUMC will be providing hamburgers and hot dogs with
buns. We look forward to this fun time with a bounce house, kickball game, and basketball.
Sunday School begins on September 15 for all children age 3 years and up. If you haven’t done so, already, please
take the time to fill out a registration form for your child. All forms are in the front entrance of church. As years past,
Sunday School begins shortly after first service.
We can’t wait to have our friends join us again and meet new friends as well!
September 22 is Bible Presentation Sunday for all our 3rd and 8th grade children. Please sign up your child on the list
outside Emilee’s office door so your child is guaranteed a bible. We wouldn’t want to miss anyone! If you have any
questions, please don’t hesitate to ask me.

Many blessings, Emilee Mooney
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September 29

September 22

September 15

Bob & Becky Cleland
Family

Elisabeth Kappel

10:45

Doug & Denise
Schlotthauer

Jay Triick

Brian & Becki
Swenson

Ruth Knoll

Carla Kramoris

Sharon Cowan

Steve Alsum

Deanna Lang

Heidi Gottfried

Kathy Triick

LITURGISTS

Alsum Family

Robin & Joe
Pfotenhauer

GREETERS

8:30

10:45

8:30

10:45

8:30

Worship & Potluck

9:30

9:30

September 1
Hymn Sing

September 8
Rev. Radley
Is here

TIME

DATE

Dawn Schauer
Deanna Lang
Sue Schulz

Rob Boelkow
Cathy Alsum
Sarah Alsum

Alan & Lynnette Jordan
Doug Gordon

Becki Swenson
Brian Swenson
Bob Klockow

Joyce Lackas
Dorothy Park
Rob Bush

John Moscicki
Linda Moscicki
Steve Alsum

Bob Cleland
Jeanne Konrad
Ann Conroy
Dave Bohovsky

Bob Gabel
Marsha Gabel
Joe Pfotenhauer

USHERS

ACOLYTES

NURSERY

There WILL
Be Nursery in September!

Ministry Schedule for September 2019

Monday

23

30

29 8:30 Worship
9:30 Fellowship
9:40 Sunday School
9:50 Men’s Choir
10:45 Worship

6:30 Hospitality &
Property Management
Teams meet

16

6:30 Prayer Shawl
Ministry
6:30 Accountable
Leadership Board

24
9:30 TOPS

2 Mary Circle @FUMC

17
9:30 TOPS

6:30 Bell Choir
7:30 Chancel Choir

25

6:30 Bell Choir
7:30 Chancel Choir

18

6:30 Bell Choir
7:30 Chancel Choir

11

10
9:30 TOPS

9

4

Wednesday

7:30 Chancel Choir

3
9:30 TOPS

Tuesday

26

19
10 Clothes Closet

1 Hannah Circle

12

5
10 Clothes Closet

Thursday

27

20

13

Office closed on Fridays

6

Friday

SEPTEMBER 2019

Labor Day

2
Office closed

22 8:30 Worship
9:30 Fellowship
9:40 Sunday School
9:50 Men’s Choir
10:45 Worship

15 8:30 Worship
9:30 Fellowship
9:40 Sunday School
9:50 Men’s Choir
10:45 Worship

Rev. Radley’s first
Sunday with us!

8
9:30 Worship
10:30 Mission Trip mtg.
10:30 All church
Potluck Celebration

1
9:30 Worship—Hymn
Sing
10:30 Fellowship

Sunday

First United Methodist Church
738 W. Monroe Avenue
Hartford, WI 53027

28
11:30 Hartford
Community Lunch &
Clothes Closet

21

14

7

Saturday

From the Desk of Hospitality…….
After reading a post on Crosswalk.com by Joe McKeever, a retired pastor, titled, “10 Signs that say ‘You are
not Welcome in this Church,’” I thought a more constructive way to share it would be through a “How To.”
Based on Joe McKeever’s suggestions on what not to do, I have adapted it as a how to ensure we welcome
others to our church. There are many areas we succeed in, but that doesn’t mean there isn’t room for improvement.
10 Signs that say “You are Welcome in this Church”
The front door is unlocked – this is especially important for first-time visitors who will most likely enter
from the front door
The functioning entrance is opened on time – this should happen at least 45 minutes prior to the announced worship time
Church bulletin announcements give complete information – this should include date, time, and location
for all events, as well as complete contact information of organizers for any questions
The pulpit is friendly to newcomers – this is done by using the full names of individuals during service,
rather than relaying the feeling of only speaking to the insiders
The congregation sends its own signals – this is relayed through clear signage around the building,
faces, smiles, and tones of the members
Explain terms and customs used during service – this helps newcomers feel welcome rather than lost
Attempt to get information on visitors – use multiple methods for engaging newcomers from greeters to
ushers to bulletins and after-service receptions
Follow up with newcomers – call or write a letter to newcomers who shared their contact information
with the church
Intangibles often send the signals loud and clear – a smile or friendly handshake may be all that it takes
to help a newcomer feel welcome
What happens following the service can make the difference – healthy church congregations love each
other and welcome newcomers and are also reluctant to leave following the end of service.

Hospitality Updates
Name Badges
With these thoughts on a “welcoming” church, we will be welcoming our new interim Pastor Jeff Radley and
his wife Dorthy. Let’s make sure to wear our name badges to help them get to know our names. We will have
some name tag labels for those who do not have a name badge at this time. If you would like a Hartford
name badge, we will be taking orders and hoping to send order in by September 30th. Elisabeth Kappel
(Hospitality Member) will have a table set up in Fellowship Hall after services during coffee hour. Please
complete the name badge form, which will be available at the Hospitality table during coffee hour, and don’t
forget to include your phone number in case we have a question when ordering. The badges are $7.00 and
come with a combo magnetic/pin or just a pin (for those who have pacemakers). Payment at time of order
would be appreciated.
Hospitality continued on page 8
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“Hospitality” continued from p. 7
Coffee Hour Hosts
Thank you for responding to our call for Coffee Hour Hosts and filling up August. We are in desperate need
of hosts for the rest of the year. Please take a look and see if you can fill in any remaining openings. Remember, you can sign up even if you do not have an official ministry team. Coffee hour can be as simple or
elaborate as you desire. The important part is the fellowship time that it encourages, especially in our
“welcoming” church!
Hospitality Happenings – What’s Coming Up?
In November, our church will have a float in the Hartford Christmas Parade. The theme for the parade this
year is a ‘Wisconsin Christmas’. We are looking for people to assist with this outreach project. Help as little
or as much as you can (ideas, float design, walking in the parade, etc.); it is always a lot of fun! We hope to
work on it in parts and bring it all together the evening before the parade. Please contact Karen Bidwell at
kmbid@yahoo.com or 262-224-7701 if you are interested in helping.
Advent Luncheon
This year, the Hospitality Committee will be hosting the Advent Luncheon on December 7th. Shari Purman is
the point person for this event. More details will be forthcoming but be sure to save the date! I can tell you
that the theme this year is ‘A German Christmas’.
Blessings,
Victoria Triick and the Hospitality Ministry Team

RACING HEARTS DAY!
5 K Trail Run & Walk for Dysautonomia
SEPTEMBER 15, 2019 @
KETTLE MORAINE LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL
10:15 START TIME
Dysautonomia is the malfunction of the autonomic nervous system, affecting the transfer of information
from the brain to the body’s organs. Much research has yet to be done on this little known disease. Please
join us in raising money for this wonderful cause.
REGISTER TODAY! give.aurora.org/racingheartsday
COST: $15 per walker
$25 per runner
Or just donate to the cause. Mark Martin and his daughter Natalie are afflicted with this disease and will
take donations or you can give online. Please call Mark at: 262-224-7162 if you have any questions.
EVENTS TO FOLLOW THE RUN/WALK : Face paint, Henna tattoos, Bounce House, yard games, Kids Races,
Auction and Raffles & concessions.
Have something to donate to the auction or raffle? Call Mark with this as well!!!
P. 8

First United Methodist Church — Hartford, Wisconsin

September 2019

CITIES OF THE BIBLE WORDSEARCH

Words to Find:

Damascus

Jericho

Ashdod

Dor

Jerusalem

Ashtaroth

Dothan

Joppa

Beersheba

Ekron

Petra

Bethel

Gaza

Samaria

Bethlehem

Gerar

Shechem

Byblos

Gibeon

Succoth
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Look BENEATH
The Surface!

The Art of Christian
Grandparenting

Human Trafficking can be hard to
spot.
Here are some clues to help you discern whether you might be dealing
with a trafficked individual:

September 21, 2019 @
Emmanuel Community United
Methodist Church
N84W16707 Menomonee Falls





Explore how grandparents can support their grand kids’ growth in
faith and faithfulness.




Keynote addresses include:



Creating a Tapestry: the Holy Work of Grandparenting
(Rev. Tanya Campen, PhD, Rio Texas UMC Conference)



Christian Grandparents: More Important Than Ever!
(Pam Olsen, Parenting with Love & Logic Facilitator, Educator
And Coach)



Enjoy a panel discussion with grandparents and parents along with
breakout sessions on:




The Lasting Legacy of Children’s Literature
The Pluses and Minuses of Social Media
Grandparents and United Methodist Camping.

Questions to help identify a victim:







REGISTER at https://tinyurl.com/christiangrandparenting
OR through on of the sponsoring congregations:




United Methodist Church of Whitefish Bay
Community UMC Elm Grove
Gethsemane UMC Pewaukee

Cost is $30 (individual) or $50 (couples) which includes lunch.

Accompanied by a controlling
person or boss
Not speaking on her/his own
behalf, avoids eye contact
Has a much older or old
‘boyfriend’
Shows signs of physical abuse,
fear, overly submissive
Not free to come and go as she/
he wishes
Carries multiple phones or hotel
key cards
Constantly late or absent from
school
Ran away from home



Can you come and go or leave
(your job) if you want to?
Have you or your family been
threatened?
Where do you sleep or eat?
Do you have to ask permission
to eat/sleep/go to the bathroom?
Are there locks on the doors/
windows so you cannot get out?
Has your identification or documentation been taken from you?

The person you have encountered
may be a victim of human trafficking. If you think someone is a victim
of human trafficking, call to report a
tip or request help:
Human Trafficking Hotline
1-888-373-07888
Or Text “info” to
233733

Scholarships are available by contacting Ron Kral at:
kral.ron@gmail.com

Human Trafficking is modern-day
slavery. It is better to contact someone about it rather than hope it’s
just your imagination! Go with your
gut. You may be saving a life!
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Birthdays
9/03 Danielle Pezzino
Addyson Navarre
9/04 Leslie Hogan
Jeff Martin
9/05 Helen Robbe
Donna Carroll
9/06 Veronica Tetrick
Lydia Bush
9/07 Tim Kramoris
Lynne Rohde
Lucas Thurmer
9/08 Robert Klockow
9/09 Stephanie Anderson
9/10 Rod Petersen
Kathy Lamb
Larry Redeker
9/11 Linda Thompson
9/12 Alex Richards
9/13 Lorena Olson
Linda Moscicki
Mackenzie Wesner
9/14 Ruth Redeker
Randy DuPont
Rypley Garza
Caleb Alsum
9/16 Joe Navarre
9/16 Ashton Hoxworth
9/17 Ruth Knoll
Angie Klabechek
Maleah Thompson-Balough
9/18 Margaret Wilber
9/19 Ray Krajewski
Lee Morris
Matt McDermott
9/20 Sue Luthi
Brian Hass
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9/22 Barb Oosterhuis
Casey McDermott
9/24 Ken French
Loreena Rufener
9/24 Joe Bryzek
9/26 Paul Bisset
Jan Andresek
Terry Brown
Dan Mooney
Penelope Held
9/27 Sue Schulz
9/29 Alan Jordan
9/30 Dan Hove
Liz Yustus
Jonathan Peterson

Anniversaries
9/05
9/06
9/08
9/09
9/11
9/12
9/14
9/17
9/18
9/19
9/23
9/25
9/30

John & Pam Lindner
Larry & Ruth Redeker
Dennis & Donna Carroll
Bob & Marsha Gabel
Richard and Jeanne Purman
Don & Twyla Gartzke
Dan & Brenna Salseider
Tony & Camille Secola
Stan & Judy Sterman
George & Sue Roemer
Brian & Amy Sutheimer
Clayt & Barb Oosterhuis
Joe and Jenny Thurmer
John & Linda Moscicki

First United Methodist Church — Hartford, Wisconsin

September 2019

738 West Monroe
Hartford, WI 53027
262-673-3290
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

First United Methodist Church – Hartford, Wisconsin

First United Methodist Church • Hartford, Wisconsin

September 2019 FUMC NEWSLETTER

