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AT THE CROSS
FUMC Mission Statement
“Making Disciples of Christ”

TAKE A LOOK . . .
VIM opportunity, Advent
Lunch date, Youth News,
Children & Family Ministries news and lots more!

You + Ministry Team = Mission
The mission of our church is “To Make Disciples of Jesus Christ”. Think about this for
a minute. What does this really mean and how do we make this happen? At First United here in Hartford, worship, Christian Education, outreach and fellowship are some
of the ways we work to achieve this important mission.

From Pastor Jeff
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To lead, plan and coordinate our work toward the mission, Ministry Teams were developed. Wondering what a Ministry Team is and what they do? Here are some examples:
 Do you enjoy sharing conversation and a cup of coffee with a visitor or member of
the congregation following worship? This fellowship opportunity is coordinated by
the Hospitality Ministry Team.



CONTACT INFORMATION
First United Methodist Church
738 West Monroe Avenue
Hartford, 53027
262.673.3290
Pastor
Rev. Jeff Radley
Mon. & Wed. morning office hours
Director of Children’s & Family Ministries
Emilee Mooney
Emilee.fumc@gmail.com
Office Hours: M-Th 8:30-12:30
Youth Ministry Coordinator
Guy Tuxhorn
gtuxhorn@sbcglobal.net
Office Managers
Robin Pfotenhauer & Connie Speiser
office@fumchartford.com
Office Hours: M-TH 8:30-3:30
Custodian
Brittany Held
Hours: M-Th 8:30-12:30
District Superintendent
Rev. Forrest Wells
Our Missionary
Betty Tschala, Zambia

Perhaps you and your family had a plot in the community garden this summer and
had the opportunity to plant, tend, harvest, and share your bounty while giving
thanks to the Lord. The plot development and the infrastructure of the garden
were the work of the Community Garden Ministry Team. This is a community outreach opportunity for us.



On a Sunday morning do you participate in the Call to Worship lead by the Lay
Liturgist and center yourself for the opportunity to worship our amazing God?
Well, the scheduling of Lay Liturgist is one of the roles of the Worship Ministry
Team.
This is small sample of the work of the many Ministry Teams active in our congregation. While these examples illustrate very different types of activities of Ministry
Teams, they all play an important role in helping us to achieve our mission. Even
though their activities may be very different, one thing all of our teams have in common is a need for your help!
The Accountable Leadership Board discussed ways to increase awareness of our
Ministry Teams and encourage participation from all members of our congregation,
Out of that discussion the idea to develop a Ministry Team Board was chosen.
The Board is located off the entry in the hallway across from the coat racks. On the
Board, for each of our Teams, you will learn:
How they work to make Disciples of Jesus Christ;
 What tasks and activities they use to help achieve this mission;
 When they meet; and
 Who leads the team and how to contact them for more information.
All our teams are open to anyone interested in sharing their gifts in ministry with others.
You may already be participating in one or more of our Teams and if so, thank you for
all you’re doing to help us achieve our mission, If you are not currently active on one
of our Teams, please take a few moments to look at the Board and to prayerfully consider how you can be involved in helping us “To Make Disciples of Jesus Christ”.
Thanks to Ethan Bidwell for getting the donation of the Board materials and to Ethan
and Co. for mounting the Board.
If you have any questions about the Ministry Team Board or need to share or update information about your Team, please contact Jeanne Konrad at 269-615-1569.

From the desk of Pastor Jeff…..
“Between Memory and Imagination”
Isaiah 51:1b-2a New International Version (NIV)
“Look to the rock from which you were cut
and to the quarry from which you were hewn;
2
look to Abraham, your father,
and to Sarah, who gave you birth.”

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 1st Church provided a magnificent, warm
welcome to me and my wife, Dorthy, at the beginning of September, and for that we give thanks. Over
the first weeks I’ve learned about the rich history of this congregation in Hartford, and thought about
how memories are a precious part of our health as a congregation. But we must also think about our
future, and imagine what that can look like. Our imaginations and the ability to innovate and adapt are
vital components of keeping a church healthy and vibrant.
Jesus dealt with systems that were very traditional. He worked hard to honor those that had gone before him, but continued to find ways to breathe new life into spiritual experiences. Though there was a
price he paid for his rebel behavior, he taught the people that a spiritual life wasn’t always about following rules of the past, but was about worshipping God in ways that ALL the people could connect with.
The church is being confronted with challenges of a culture that no longer reveres Sunday as set apart
for church activities, so we need to always be mindful of what the church experience can look like for
the culture we are now in.
Unfortunately, when we face dwindling financial resources, we revert to our old thinking about our buildings rather than using our imagination to develop new sources of revenue. We need to think of our facilities as assets of the community and be willing to use them in unique ways that are pleasing to God.
We must focus on more than just keeping memories alive. God’s leaders today struggle just like Jesus
did to change the status quo. But we can learn from history and use our imaginations to build a vibrant
future for the people of God’s church, not only today, but the future as well.
I invite everyone to imagine what a spiritual experience can look like to ensure the survival of God’s
church for generations to come. God’s coming new age, and the experiences that go with them, are not
always apparent to us. We need to always be mindful of the future; a future that can develop rich memories for coming generations.
Pastor Jeff
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FUMC News and Notes
VIM
OPPORTUNITY:
Wisconsin Flood
Relief
On October 12th there will
be an opportunity to travel to Elroy Wisconsin to help
with flood relief. If you would be interested in going
with us, please contact Lynnette Jordan:
lynnette.jordan0707@gmail.com
There are other opportunities for service along these
lines if you are interested in helping at some other
time. Just check out the list in the upper left hand
corner of the church bulletin board for all this year
and next year’s short term missions.

Prayer Shawl
Ministry
The Prayer Shawl Ministry Team meets the second
Monday night at 6:30 pm here at the church. This
dedicated group of people have been creating beautiful shawls and baby blankets for years for baptisms, illness, loss of a loved one and Mission Trips.
This group is open to anyone interested; they will
teach you if need be. Some of the members are very
experienced and are helpful to those not so experienced. Curious? Check them out on October 14th
and see if it’s something you might want to try! Want
to talk to someone? Give RoGene McKeithen a call
at: 673-5242. We here at FUMC thank them for
their tireless ministry!!
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5th Annual Advent Luncheon
“A German Christmas”
This year the Advent Luncheon has a German
theme. The Advent Lunch is for all who wish to
come: men, women, kids….. Members and nonmembers!
There will be special food and entertainment again
this year. Anyone who is interested in hosting a table should let Shari Purman know. 673-7269. We
are in need of 12 hosts for tables.
The luncheon will be held on Saturday, December
7th at 11:30 am.

World Communion Sunday
October 6, 2019
The First United Methodist Church celebrates World
Communion Sunday in October. World Communion
Sunday calls the church to reach out to all people
and model diversity among God’s children. The special offering supports: World Communion Scholarships, the Ethnic Scholarship Program and the Ethnic In-Service Training Program. Our gifts are a blessing to individuals who face financial obstacles while
preparing for the vocation God has given them. Join
us for holy communion and consider a gift on that
day as well.
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YOUTH
October Youth Group Activity
Happy Fall 2019!
My name is Guy Tuxhorn and I have volunteered to lead our Youth Group this year following Paul Wilson’s many
years of great leadership.

Thank you, Paul!
As many of you know, I have been involved with our youth for many years supporting Youth Group and Mission Trips.
It seemed to be a natural progression for me to step up and now lead our Youth group.
If you need to reach me my email is: gtuxhorn@sbcglobal.net
October brings many opportunities for our youth. Going back to school, sports and Youth Group, just to name a few.
We are in the process of developing our schedule for October and parts are a bit fluid with dates. Apple picking and
pie making events are looking like they will push into October as the Fruit Farms harvest is way behind due to
weather. 10/6 tentatively will be apple picking, 10/13 is the Pancake Breakfast, 10/20 Chaos/Riptide Halloween
parties, 10/27 tentatively will be movie night.
As always, bring friends with you! The more the merrier! All are welcome from 6th through 12th grade.

A Good Laugh! Oops!
Laughter is the best medicine! These gems have appeared somewhere in someone’s bulletin
at one time! Enjoy!

Ladies, don’t’ forget the rummage sale. It’s a chance to get rid of those things not worth
keeping around the house. Bring your husbands.
Irvin Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 2th in the church. So ends a
friendship that began in their school days.
A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the church hall. Music will follow.
Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of several new members,
and to the deterioration of some older ones.
This evening at 7pm there will be a hymn singing in the park across from the Church.
Bring a blanket and come prepared to sin.
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October 27

October 20

October 13

World
Communion
Sunday

October 6

DATE

Dan Mooney

Sharon Cowan

Carol Staus

Deanna Lang

Barb Klockow

Wayne & Donna
Breselow

Helen Robbe

Angela Lindgren/
Todd Albrecht Family

Larry & Ruth
Redeker
Joe & Jeanne
Konrad

Elisabeth Kappel

8:30

10:45

8:30

10:45

8:30

10:45

Lynnette Jordan

Lynnette Jordan

RoGene McKeithen

10:45

Kathy Triick

LITURGISTS

Tim & Carla
Kramoris

GREETERS

8:30

TIME

Allie Sutheimer

Lynnette & Alan
Jordan
Crystal Odenwald

Allie Sutheimer

Allie Sutheimer

Halley Mueller

Haley Mueller

Haley Mueller

Haley Mueller

NURSERY

Allie Sutheimer

ACOLYTES

Dan Mooney,
Jeanne & Joe Konrad

Doug Gordon

The Alsum Family

Sue Schulz

Jan Andresek, Scott
Warren, Fred Hack

Joyce Lackas
Beth Wettstein
Ruth Redeker

Patricia L., Bob Cleland,
Dave B., Tim Kramoris,
Scott warren, Amie Sutheimer,
Ann Conroy

USHERS

Ministry Schedule for October 2019

9:30 Fellowship
9:40 Sunday School
9:50 Men’s Choir
10:45 Worship
5:30 Youth Group

278:30 Worship

9:30 Fellowship
9:40 Sunday School
9:50 Men’s Choir
10:45 Worship
5:30 Youth Group

20 8:30 Worship

28

6:30 Ministry Teams
Meet

21

6:30 ALB meeting
6:30 Prayer Shawl
Ministry

9:15 TOPS

29

9:15 TOPS

6:30 Bell Choir
7:30 Chancel Choir

30

6:30 Bell Choir
7:30 Chancel Choir

23

6:30 Bell Choir
7:30 Chancel Choir

2 Mary Circle @Donna
Carroll’s home

22

16
PSAT testing-AM

6:30 Bell Choir
7:30 Chancel Choir

9

6:30 Bell Choir
7:30 Chancel Choir

2
10 Meet & Greet with
Pastor Jeff, Fellowship
Hall

Wednesday

9:15 TOPS

15

14

13 8:30 Worship

9:30 PANCAKE
BREAKFAST
9:50 Men’s Choir
10:45 Worship
5:30 Youth Group

9:15 TOPS

8

7

9:30 Fellowship
9:40 Sunday School,
9:50 Men’s Choir
10:45 Worship
5:30 Youth Group
FAMILY PROMISE

6 8:30 Worship

Tuesday
1
9:15 TOPS

Monday

31

24

17

1 Hannah Circle

10

9 Staff meeting

3

Thursday

25

18

11

Office Closed on
Fridays

4

Friday

OCTOBER 2019

World Communion
Sunday:
October 6, 2019

Sunday

First United Methodist Church
738 W. Monroe Avenue
Hartford, WI 53027

2:30 Liz Carroll wedding

munity Lunch & Clothes
Closet

26 11:30 Hartford Com-

19

12

5

Saturday

News from Emilee…

From the Desk of Children & Family Ministry
Director: Emilee Mooney
Greetings FUMC Family! It’s AUTUMN and I love this time of year. The colors outside, the
warm & cozy feelings inside, and the pumpkin fragrance get me every single year!
This month is going to be full of fun! Preschool and Kindergarten will be continuing their
hands-on curriculum. 1st-5th grades will be finishing up their last rotation of Abraham and Sarah on October 6th. Please note, there is NO SUNDAY SCHOOL on October 13th due to the
Youth Group hosting their annual pancake breakfast. Please plan on bringing your family to
enjoy this delicious tradition put on by the youth of FUMC. The children will begin their new
Sunday School rotation on October 20th when we begin learning about Daniel. The children
will hear stories of people God called to be faithful and to stand up for God. You may remember the story of Daniel in the Lions’ Den from when you were younger; if not ask your child,
they should be able to give you a lesson and teach you something!
As you may remember, our children in 1st-5th grade will be rotating each week to different
classrooms where they will learn about the same topic, but in different ways using Art,
Games, Music, Science and Storytelling. If you have a middle school aged child, please note
that 6th grade is being split from the 7th graders and will be in their own class with Scott
Lepien leading them. The 7th graders will now join the 8th graders, led by Heidi Gottfried.
Please note, the Sunday School rotation is always posted on the bulletin board in the main
hallway for your reference. If you have any questions, comments or concerns, please don’t
hesitate to let me know. I’m always open to new ideas!
Thank you for reading & have a blessed month of October.
Blessings, Emilee Mooney
Email: emilee.fumc@gmail.com
Phone: 262.673.3290
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Family Promise
Ministry Team Update
First United Methodist Church will be hosting Family Promise again from October 6 - 13th, 2019.
Please consider sharing your time and blessings with those less fortunate.
There are many different ways for you to help:


Set up/take down rooms for guests



Prepare and serve a hot evening meal



Play with children and socialize with the parents



Sleepover in the church and help get guests’ day off to a good start

To sign up, you may add your name to the chart on the bulletin board located near the main entrance, or
you may sign up online. To sign up online, go to https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/4090E4DA4AC2EAAFD0-family or you can visit https://www.signupgenius.com/and search for Family
Promise under Danielle Pezzino's email address: dcpezzino@outlook.com. You’ll find all of the opportunities
listed there and can sign up for what works best with your schedule. Volunteers are encouraged and welcomed to partner with a friend or family members. Kids are welcome too!
If you have any questions about what a certain time slot involves, please don’t hesitate to contact Danielle
for more information at the email address above or by phone at 201-704-9428. Arrangements can be
made to meet with you to provide training or orientation on how the program works and what each volunteer slot entails.
Thank you for considering this great opportunity to love our neighbors as ourselves, and THANK YOU to all
of those who have helped make this program a success thus far! The love you show for others is felt and
appreciated by our guests.
Blessings,
Danielle Pezzino, Becky Cleland, & Sharon Cowan
Family Promise Ministry Team
P. 8
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From the Desk of Hospitality
The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever. Isaiah 40:8
As October begins, we are in the midst of harvesting and enjoying all that is “autumn.” Kids are excited to
be back in school; our gardens are winding down; produce is being harvested, canned, and frozen for the
winter; the trees show their beautiful colors; we experience cool evenings, apple picking, and pumpkin carving; and the ever favorite pumpkin lattes are back. There are those that feel autumn is the best time of
year. Although I find autumn to be a beautiful time of year, I also find it sad; it is the beginning of the end of
the year. I will turn another year older this month; my beautiful summer flowers will wither and die; the trees
will lose their leaves; and cold weather and snow will be upon us all too soon. As a result, I often find myself
rather melancholy during fall, as I know winter is approaching. With winter comes darkness, cold, and for
some, loneliness. The good news for me is that my fix for the winter blues is Sunday morning. As I open the
doors and step inside our church, I am hit with a gust of warmth, the faint smell of brewing coffee, and a
friendly smile, warm handshake, or hug from my church family. For me, it is the lifeline of love that gets me
through our cold Wisconsin winters. This fall, let us remember those who do not have a warm church family
and let’s invite them to come to church with us – maybe for Sunday service, a Bible study, or one of our
luncheons or events. If they are unable to drive, surely we could give them a lift. Let us put our hospitality
into action and share our love of Christ with those who have not been touched. Maybe we can make everyday a “pumpkin latte” day all winter long.
Hospitality Happenings
Christmas Float – The Hartford Christmas Parade will be Saturday, November 9th at 3:00 pm. This year’s
theme is, “A Wisconsin Christmas.” We are looking for people with ideas, talents, and time to assist with
this outreach project. You are welcome to help as little or as much as you can; it is always a lot of fun! Karen Bidwell will be making a list of needs and posting it. We hope to work on this project in parts and bring it
all together the evening before the parade. Hospitality is hosting Coffee Hour October 20th to raise money
for candy to pass out at the parade. Please contact Karen at kmbid@yahoo.com or 262-224-7701 if you are
able to help out in any way.
Advent Luncheon – This year’s Advent Luncheon will take place December 7th. Shari Purman is the point
person for this event. The theme this year is “A German Christmas.” We will be serving apple and spice
roast pork tenderloin; German dumplings; tangy bacon green beans; rye bread; and a twist on Black Forest
Cake for our dessert. More details can be found in this newsletter.
Coffee Hour – Supporters are still needed. We are trying to fill in the blanks for the rest of 2019. Please see
me if you have any questions about hosting coffee hour. Give it a try! It is a great way to meet new people in
the church and make new friends.
Name Badges – If you would like an FUMC Hartford name badge, we will be taking orders. We are hoping to
send the order in by September 30th. Elisabeth Kappel and Michele Morin will have a table set up after services during Coffee Hour. The badges will be $7.00 and come with a combo magnetic/pin or just a pin (for
those who have pacemakers). Payment at the time of your order would be appreciated. Please complete the
form (which will be available at Coffee Hour) and don’t forget to include your phone number on the form,
just in case we have a question when ordering. If you miss the September 30th deadline and would like a
name badge, please contact Victoria Triick at 262-224-2442 or victoriatriick@gmail.com, and we will try to
accommodate your request.
Let’s make sure to wear our name badges to help Pastor Jeff Radley and his wife Dorthy get to know our
names. We will have some name tag labels for those who do not have a name badge at this time.
Blessings,
Victoria Triick Hospitality Ministry Team Leader
October 2019
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VIM GOODWILL TRIP TO CHINA JULY 2019— Alex Jordan was able to go along

(pictured below, back row)

David and Christy Newhouse, Michigan Conference, recently led an UMVIM team on a goodwill mission to China. Learn
about their adventure in bridge-building. The world is a big place, with its peoples brought together through the love and
grace of God. Discover…Mission is a special opportunity for young adults to explore the culture and the mission of a corner
of God’s big world. Sponsored by United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM), Discover … Mission China involved participants from two regions of the United Methodist Church, the North Central and the Northeastern Jurisdictions.

Rev. David Newhouse and his wife, Christy, are active at Kalamazoo: Sunnyside United Methodist Church. They organized the trip to China. From July 17-30 nine United Methodists from the U.S. were blessed by new awareness and
relationships with Chinese Christians. Pastor Newhouse reports, “Our journey to China proved to be a glimpse into the
vibrancy of Christianity in a nation that most of us in the USA know too little about. We were witness to amazing efforts
by the church to address deep spiritual longings as well as various forms of human suffering or challenge. It was
amazing to share this experience with young adult team members who shared their leadership in building bridges and
promoting peace with the church of China.” Team members included Lamont and Rashawnda Dick, two young adults
from Sunnyside UMC.
Another team member Rev. Thomas Lank, a deacon from New Jersey, adds: “This is the new face of the Christian
Church in China. No longer in the shadows, it is growing by leaps and bounds. There are currently 38 million Christians
in China. Most estimates agree that by 2030 there will be more Christians in China than anywhere else in the world.”
The scene unfolds in a place you might not expect: Beijing, China. We are at Haidian Christian Church, which the senior pastor claims is still struggling to grow. They have seven worship services each weekend (including one conducted
in English), thousands in attendance, ten satellite campuses and 12 choirs.
From July 17-30, a joint United Methodist Volunteers in Mission team from the North Central Jurisdiction and Northeastern Jurisdiction has been on a journey of peace and goodwill visiting the churches and parachurch organizations
in three Chinese cities — Shanghai, Nanjing and Beijing. In addition to building the relationship between United Methodists and Chinese Christians, the journey is intended to develop young United Methodist leaders aged 18-35. They
are engaging in hands-on training and daily reflection as team leaders so that they can lead teams of their own once
they return.
Between its visits with churches, leaders and programs, the UMVIM team has found time to appreciate Chinese culture. They have visited traditional Chinese gardens, the Nanjing Massacre Memorial Hall (chronicling the massacre of
as many as 3 million residents of Nanjing by the Japanese during World War II), a historical temple dedicated to Confucius, the Forbidden City, Tiananmen Square, the National Museum of China, the Great Wall and the Summer Palace
of the Emperors.
On July 26, the group participated in a first-of-its-kind choral cultural exchange between the China Christian Council
and The United Methodist Church. Large professional choirs from the Beijing Christian Council, the Beijing YMCA/
YWCA, and the Haidian Church all performed musical selections and invited the U.S. delegation to offer songs of its
own. This was a significant gesture of goodwill and cooperation.
Bishop Jung and the leaders of the Chinese Christian Council look forward to continuing the exchange of groups and
mutual learning in the future. There are already plans in the works for more delegations to visit in both directions, perhaps even bringing one of the Beijing choirs to sing at General Conference 2020.
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Anniversaries
Birthdays
10/01
10/02
10/03
10/05

10/06
10/07
10/08
10/09
10/11
10/12
10/13
10/14
10/15
10/16
10/17
10/16
10/20

10/21
10/22
10/23
10/24
10/25
10/26
10/27
10/28
10/29
10/30

Jason Richards
John Proebsting
Mike Borst
Marsha Gabel
Mary Jo Langenecker
Emily Martin
Timothy Lepien
Andrew Mueller
Abby Sauer
Linda Fahey
Ashley Hahn
Allison Daw
Joan Hove
Tanner Lang
Art Nicolaus
Liz Bissett
Lachlan Dummer
John Mampe
Jane Hoffmann
Michael DeGroot
Don Roering
Pastor Jeff Radley
Lloyd Brown
Richard Marx
Darrin Schauer
Amie Sutheimer
Branden Schuhmacher
Jeanne Purman
Cora Wilson
Santiago Cloud
Ronna Meils
Maxine French
Scott Sterman
Megan Hass
Theo Amenda
Josh Kohlman
Sharon Cowan
Harper Bumgarner
Rachel Pfotenhauer
Alyssa Higley
Max Precord
April Alsum
Victoria Triick
Adam Sterman
Brayden Schauer
Nancy Anderson
Marty Gienke
Natalie Cleland
Eric Berling
John Wald
Mason Moser

10/01
10/04
10/05
10/06
10/07
10/08
10/09
10/10
10/11
10/13
10/17
10/18
10/20
10/24
10/26
10/30
10/31

Denise & Doug Schlotthauer
Theo & Erv Amenda
Christine & Paul Bissett
Leslie & Jim Hogan
Colleen & Rob Boelkow
Liz & Tim Coenen
Matt & Delynn McDermott
Jeanne & Steve Telderer
Diane & Mike Kaminski
Loreena & John Rufener
Sandra & John Mampe
June & James Buchmeier
Terri & Joel Roemer
Tracy & John Loosen
Debbie & Randy Kohlman
Tracy & Keith Lucht
Kathy & John Proebsting
Jaime & Joe Navarre
Debra & Gary Morgenstern
Stephanie & Eric Anderson
Kay & Tom Guntly
Kristen & Steve Dummer
Joyce & Peter Martin

An Anniversary Prayer
Heavenly Father, we praise and thank You for the privilege and gift of marriage and for the joy that comes
from sharing our life together. We thank You Father for
bringing us to this anniversary day, where we remember
the vows that we made before you and pray that You
would continue to bless our life together.
Lord we pray that Your love would increasingly shine
through our marriage so that as we draw ever closer in
our vertical relationship to You it may be reflected in our
fellowship with each other and shine out to those beyond our home and family.
Lord You have done great things for us and we praise
and thank You for bringing us together and for being our
strength and stay when times of difficulty arose. I pray
that in the days that lie ahead we may be used by You
as a witness to the wonderful work you have done in our
live and may we be used to encourage others who are
setting out on the beautiful adventure of marriage.
Continue to bless our lives together and may we grow
ever closer to You and to each other in the days that lie
ahead, in Jesus name we pray, Amen
Author unknown
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