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The newly formed finance committee has been busy. We’re pleased to report that with robust giving in the second half of the year the church finished
2019 with a surplus of $33,369 in the operating budget.
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We have made several recommendations to the Accountable Leadership
Board (ALB) for approval, one being, paying the balance of our 2019 Apportionments and bringing that up-to-date. The church has a strong history of
paying the apportionments in full and we would like to continue that commitment.
Our building loan is coming due in March. The bank has been contacted and
we are working on a possible loan renewal. It was recommended to the ALB
that we make a $20,000 payment, from the Building Loan Fund, on the principal to help bring down the balance before renewing the loan.
You have probably seen the survey in the bulletin during the month of January. We are discussing ways to help make giving more streamlined and consistent. Stay tuned!
Another issue is getting an audit completed for 2018 and 2019. We are
moving forward with this as quickly as possible.
One of the biggest projects we have ahead of us is getting a financial policy
in place. We will be meeting twice a month to discuss and put something
together. We gave ourselves a deadline of April to present to the ALB for approval.
We have made quite a bit of progress since forming and will continue to do
the best we can.
Rod Bartlow, Committee Chair
Finance Team Members include: Rod Bartlow, Steve Alsum, Rev. Jeff Radley,
Brian Swenson, Carol Staus, Connie Speiser and Robin Pfotenhauer

From the desk of Pastor Jeff…..
As disciples, we continue to develop in maturity. But this only happens if we are spiritually empowered. Jesus
says he is the vine, and we are the branches (John 15:5). Jesus chose his disciples for a purpose, and in order to fulfill that purpose they had to remain connected to him, the vine (John 15:6).
John 15:16
“16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that
will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you.”
What if, as congregations, United Methodists stopped looking for quick fixes to revitalize their churches and
started seeing the people right outside our doors that Christ called us to reach? What if our churches instead
committed themselves to focus on being in relationship with those around them and creating a system to live
out our mission as United Methodists; ‘Make Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World’?
United Methodists have been asking questions like these for some time. It’s believed we’ve looked too long
for quick fixes and patches to help guide discipleship efforts, and we should instead be embracing the spirit
of all Wesleyan’s by being in relationship with the communities that surround our churches.
We need to remember that discipleship begins with the relationships we develop over time. It’s felt that when
churches create a discipleship system within the community in which they are present, we move from fixing
and patching to discipleship through our relationships.
As disciples of Christ, we are all called to “be fishers of people”. Whatever we do, we need to meet people
where they are in their spiritual life, and focus on sharing the ‘Good News’ of Christ. It is my belief that by doing that we can bring clarity to living out our mission of “Making Disciples of Jesus Christ”.
By engaging in a vision of building relationships, we’re allowing the Holy Spirit to open our eyes to the community and the world, eventually building the Kingdom of God through a loving spirit, and living out our mission as a United Methodist community of faith in Hartford and the world.
Have a blessed February,
Pastor Jeff
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FUMC News and Notes

VIM PERU TRIP—January 2020
Lynnette Jordan and her son Alex were recently in Peru on a VIM mission trip.
Below are a couple of pictures from them. Can you find Lynnette and Alex in the pictures?
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GIVING: CONCENTRATING ON OUR NEED FOR GOD
3…they

voluntarily gave according to their means, and even beyond their means, 4begging us earnestly for
the privilege of sharing in this ministry to the saints. (2 Corinthians 8:3b-4)
Self-denial helps us to concentrate on our need for God.

It is one thing to say that God provides all the food we need, but is quite another to go without food.
It is one thing to say that God provides us with income to provide for our needs, but it is quite another to give 10% of that income back to God to provide for the needs of others. Fasting and tithing are
forms of sacrifice, a Latin word that comes from combining “to make” and “holy or sacred”. Over
time, sacrifice has become synonymous with giving something up that is dear to us (self-denial) in
order to serve a greater good, like the Kingdom of God. Lent is a good time to remember that selfdenial draws us closer to God. Lenten fasting should not be pro forma as in giving up chocolate, for
example. It should be real self-denial accompanied by prayer, repentance and soul-searching. Sacrificial giving is a fast from spending on yourself and is equally appropriate for Lent, especially if accompanied by prayer, repentance and soul-searching. We are called to sacrificial giving year-round,
but at Lent we can especially remember Who and what our sacrifice is for. Several years ago, I was
part of a Disciple Bible Study group that decided during Lent to fast by skipping food between breakfast and dinner. We saved the money we would normally spend on lunch, snacks and coffee and
brought this to the class each week. In the end, we were able to donate over $2,200 to a local
feeding program for the homeless and poor. Join me this Lent in focusing on our need for God.
Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation

Expanding Your Stewardship Horizons
January’s resolutions have come and, mostly, gone. Now is a good time to concentrate on important matters like expanding the Stewardship horizons of your church. A horizon—literally, where
the earth meets the sky—is also the limit of your range of vision. In most churches, the Stewardship
range of vision is about 15 months. They do something limited, if at all, in October/November, hoping to have an effect on giving in the coming January to December. However, one lesson we have
learned at the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation is that the broader your Stewardship horizons, the stronger your Stewardship program. This is based not just on our own experience, but that
of many denominations and congregations across North America. We recommend a Stewardship
horizon of three to five years. Why not use Lent as a time for your Finance and/or Stewardship
teams to prepare a three-to-five year plan for Stewardship at your church. Then share it with your
church council and congregation. We have included tools and resources for Utilizing a 3-5 Year
Stewardship Horizon in the KnowledgeBase section of our Website: www.wumf.org/knowledge/ At
our Stewardship Retreat @ Pine Lake Camp in 2019, we heard from The River of Life United Methodist Church in Beloit, which has used these tools for several years to accomplish a striking turnaround of stewardship in their church. Now, nearly 90 percent of their giving units pledge and their
stewardship campaigns meet or exceed the budget. If you have questions or want to learn more,
contact: Jim Wells, Director of Stewardship & Capital Campaigns, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation at 608-837
This article has been reprinted from the Wisconsin Conference Office of Stewardship of the United
Methodist Church.
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Youth

Heidi Gottfried

Kris Mueller

Patricia Linehan
Family

8:30

10:45

February 26
Ash Wednesday

February 23

February 16

Elisabeth Kappel

10:45

7:00 pm

Mooney Family

8:30

10:45

Karen Bidwell

Tony Andereck

Paige Langenecker

Brian Swenson

Youth

Tim & Carla
Kramoris

10:45

8:30

Brian Swenson

Robin & Joe
Pfotenhauer

February 9

Kathy Triick

Cleland Family

8:30

LITURGISTS

February 2

GREETERS

TIME

DATE

Bob & Marsha Gabel

Lynnette & Alan Jordan

Susan Cox
Dave Bohovsky
Scott Warren

Youth & Scouts

Mike & Dina Lane
Mark Martin

Joyce Lackas
Ruth & Larry
Redeker

Patricia Linehan
Bob Cleland
Tim Kramoris

USHERS

Youth

Youth

ACOLYTES

Ministry Schedule for February 2020

Haley Mueller

Haley Mueller

Allie Sutheimer

Allie Sutheimer

Haley Mueller

Haley Mueller

Allie Sutheimer

Allie Sutheimer

NURSERY

4

5

Thursday

7

Friday

9:30 Pancake Breakfast
9:40 Sunday School,
9:50 Men’s Choir
10:30 Confirmation Class
10:45 Worship
5:30 Youth Fellowship

23 8:30 Worship

Fellowship, 9:40 Sunday
School, 9:50 Men’s Choir
10:30 Confirmation Class
10:45 Worship
1-4 Scout Banquet
1-5 Skyzone-Youth Group

16 8:30 Worship,9:30

9:30 Fellowship
9:40 Sunday School,
9:50 Men’s Choir
10:30 Confirmation Class
10:45 Worship
5:30 Youth Fellowship

9 8:30 Worship

9:30 Fellowship
9:40 Sunday School,
9:50 Men’s Choir
10:30 Confirmation Class
10:45 Worship
5:30 Youth Fellowship

24

6:30 Finance Team
6:30 Ministry Teams

17

6:30 ALB
6:30 Prayer Shawl
Ministry

10

6:30 Finance Team

9:30 TOPS

25

9:30 TOPS

18

9:30 TOPS

11

9:30 TOPS

6:15 Bell Choir
7 Ash Wed. Worship
8:00 Chancel Choir

26 ASH WEDNESDAY

6:30 Bell Choir
7:30 Chancel Choir

19

6:30 Bell Choir
7:30 Chancel Choir

12

6:30 Bell Choir
7:30 Chancel Choir

10:30 Book Study

27

10 Clothes Closet
10:30 Book Study

20

10:30 Book Study

13

6
10 Clothes Closet
10:30 Book Study

28

21

14

Saturday

11:30 Hartford
Community Lunch &
Clothes Closet

29

22

15

8

3

Wednesday

2 8:30 Worship

Tuesday

1

Monday

FEBRUARY 2020

Youth and Scout
Sunday, Feb. 9

Sunday

First United Methodist Church
738 W. Monroe Avenue
Hartford, WI 53027

News from Emilee…

From the Desk of Children & Family Ministry
Director: Emilee Mooney
Greetings FUMC Family! Somehow we are on to February already, and it doesn’t seem possible! I hope you
are all staying warm and remembering to check-in on your family, friends and neighbors during this month.
Spread love and kindness!
The Sunday School children will begin a new rotation on February 2nd about David, the King. They just finished up learning about David the Boy, so natural progression will be to continue his story and how his
younger life has impacted him as a man. Remember to ask your children about the many things (and different ways) they learn about David. Our Sunday school teachers do incredible things with our children to
teach them different ways about the same topic. We really are blessed to have these teachers leading our
little ones.
A few other things to note, on February 9th, the confirmation youth and some Scouts are going to be leading
both services. Please come and support them. This can be a nervous time for the youth, but with love and
support, I know they will do amazing! Lastly, on February 23rd there will be NO SUNDAY SCHOOL! That
doesn’t mean you and your child should stay home though! Come and worship and stay for the Youth Sponsored Pancake Breakfast. The youth will be preparing breakfast, serving food and cleaning up afterwards. If
you feel so moved, please make a monetary donation.
Another reminder to always check the newsletter, calendars, call the office and check our Facebook page to
get information, regarding not only the church in general, but also children’s events. It’s a great place to get
quick information, just search HartfordFUMC on Facebook to get connected.
Remember, I am always open to ideas, concerns and feedback about the children’s ministry! I love hearing
from you and talking about everything we do.
Blessings, Emilee Mooney Email: emilee.fumc@gmail.com
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From the Desk of Hospitality
1 Samuel 16:7-12 New International Version (NIV)
7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does
not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”
As I read this scripture recently in my devotional, it reminded me that we oftentimes judge people by their appearance, whether consciously or subconsciously. Judgment can interfere in so many areas of our life, even hospitality at
our own church. So, as we meet new people, or even as we encounter people we’ve known for years, let’s remember
to view these people as God does and look at their heart.

Advent Luncheon Success
Thank you to everyone who helped out for the Advent Luncheon – the kitchen staff, organizer (Shari Purman), Dave Bohovsky for setting up our sound, 15 table hostesses, and Leigh Ann Hass who designed our
posters and programs. This year for our luncheon, we had Roger Bolls share his amazing talents on the accordion, which added a wonderful dimension to our German Christmas. The tables were gorgeous as always. It is so fun to look around and see all the different styles represented. This has turned out to be a
wonderful event and a special gift to our church family and those guests who come to share in fellowship.
We sold 118 tickets and will be deciding where our donation from the proceeds will go this year. I’ve also
heard that Shari is already working on some ideas for next year.
On a side note, I was happy to hear the meal was enjoyed! My kitchen team is amazing and the only way I
could ever pull this off! Due to so many inquires, you will also find a copy of the recipe that I used for the
German potato dumplings in this newsletter. (A tip: If the dough seems too soft, add instant potatoes instead of flour; it tastes much better.)

Huge Thank You
Thanks to everyone who volunteered to host coffee hour this past year. We had a few superstars who hosted numerous times (*). The new calendar is up, and we would love to get the first 6 months designated. It
has been suggested that all the ministry teams could sign up for one or two coffee hours and that would
help fill a lot of spaces. Coffee Hour is something that members and visitors enjoy every Sunday. Please
consider signing up or volunteering to help another group.
Youth*
Bell Choir*
Haiti - Carla and Rachel*
Chancel Choir*
The Squares of Hartford*
Hospitality*
Hannah Circle*
Family Promise*
Robin Pfotenhauer et. al*
AD HOC
HCL
Breslow
Safety and Security
Alan Jordan - China Mission
UMCOR - Lynette Jordan

Trustees
8th Grade Sunday School
Duncan P – GW
Paul Wilson
Leadership Board
“Volunteers”
Summerfield
Book Study Group
Men’s Breakfast
Triick/Cleland's/Swenson's/Alsum's
Breslow/Jennett
ALB
Confirmation Class
The Clothes Closet
Discover Mission Peru

Hospitality cont’d on page 9
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Hospitality continued from p. 8

I also want to thank those individuals who filled in some of the blank spots but never got on the list.
A special thanks to Karen Bidwell and Glenn Lepien who are always willing to help out a group with the coffee machine and dishwasher. Without all of you amazing volunteers, our fellowship hour would not be nearly
as tasty!
Hospitality Happenings
Lenten Soup and Salad Supper - Hospitality is planning to host a simple soup and salad supper on the evening we are hosting the Ecumenical Service. We will be looking for volunteers for desserts and helping to prepare the meal at church.
**( A special thank you to Danielle Pezzino, my behind the scenes editor; she makes my thoughts and information much more pleasing to read every month.)
Blessings,
Victoria Triick - Hospitality Ministry Team Coordinator

Birthdays
02/01 Samantha Precord
02/01 Abby Lewek
Alexander Gray
Trevor Lang
02/04 Jean Bell
Beulah Carlson
Kim DeGroot
Owen Linehan
02/05 Jeanne Konrad
02/06 Liz Coenen
02/08 Barb Hahn
02/09 Diane Kaminski
02/09 Joel Roemer
02/10 Elizabeth Sterman
Hunter Bumgarner
02/11 Ken Lamb
02/12 Lynn Hadfield
Brenna Salsieder
David Schlotthauer
Mark Martin
Norah Mooney
Adeline Mooney
02/14 Fay Paine
Holly Pavlik
02/15 Norm Akin
02/16 Chris Sigl
Sheila Kissel

February 2020

02/17 Abby Sterman
02/18 Debbie Kohlman
Amanda Raynor
Doug Gordon
Mitchell Kramoris
02/19 Doris Kienast
Nancy O’Kroley
Everly Salsieder
02/20 Makenzie Schauer
Owen Salsieder
02/21 Clayt Oosterhuis
02/22 Pam Lindner
02/23 Mark Paine
02/23 Lisa DuPont
02/25 Mike Kaminski
02/26 Lizzie DeGroot
Sophia Lee
02/27 Karen Bidwell
02/29 Robin Pfotenhauer

Anniversaries
02/25 Doug & Kate Carroll
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