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AT THE CROSS
FUMC Mission Statement
“Making Disciples of Christ”

TAKE A LOOK . . .
Re-opening news, Confirmation statements, Family Promise update, job opening, and
the upcoming worship schedule for FUMC!

From Pastor Cheryl
Family Promise Update
Confirmation Statements
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
This has been a difficult season and although we have prepared our space
for indoor worship, the leadership team has decided to continue our outdoor
worship in September moving it to Sunday mornings. Please see the schedule below:
Sunday, September 6 Labor Day Weekend HYMN SING Facebook Worship
*This service will be pre-recorded and available for viewing on Sunday
morning at any time.
Sunday, September 13th

8:30 AM
10:45 AM

FACEBOOK Live Streaming
In-person Worship OUTDOORS
in Parking Lot

Sunday, September 20th

8:30 AM
10:45 AM

FACEBOOK Live Streaming
In-person Worship OUTDOORS
in Parking Lot

Sunday, September 27th

8:30 AM
10:45 AM

FACEBOOK Live Streaming
In-person Worship OUTDOORS
in Parking Lot

CONTACT INFORMATION
First United Methodist Church
738 West Monroe Avenue
Hartford, 53027 262.673.3290
Pastor
Rev. Cheryl Weaver
Mon., Tues., Wed. mornings
pastorcweaver@yahoo.com
Director of Children & Family Ministries
Emilee Mooney Emilee.fumc@gmail.com
Office Hours: M-Th 8:30-12:30
Technology Coordinator
Guy Tuxhorn
gtuxhorn@sbcglobal.net
Office Managers
Robin Pfotenhauer & Connie Speiser
office@fumchartford.com
Office Hours: M-TH 8:30-3:30
Custodian
Brittany Held
Hours: M-Th 8:30-12:30
District Superintendent
Rev. Forrest Wells
Our Missionary
Betty Tschala, Zambia

Sunday, October 4th

8:30 AM

Worship in the SanctuaryRegistration Required*
(Will be broadcast on Facebook LIVE)
10:45 AM
Worship in the SanctuaryRegistration Required*

Our Facebook Live Streaming services will then be available for viewing at anytime on our YouTube Channel. (Link on Website). In case of
inclement weather on Sunday morning, we will cancel the outdoor worship service. *Starting on Sunday, October 4th, we will have limited
capacity for indoor worship in our sanctuary. Registration in advance
will be required. Face Masks are required. To help us maintain safe
gathering practices, registration is limited for each service and will
close at midnight on Friday each week. The number we can allow for
worship is based on information from our Washington-Ozaukee County
Health Department and will be released in our weekly update. The registration link will go live on September 21st. We will also take registrations by phone. 673-3290

From Pastor
Cheryl...

It’s September and it is the
month that we would normally be getting back to
regular worship schedules,
Sunday School would start,
and we would be sending
out sign ups for all the things
that we do as a church. There would excitement (and balloons and cake if I had anything to say about it!). But here
we are at the mercy of a pandemic and the situation is
fluid at best. Patience and flexibility are the key attributes
that are serving us all right now and for some, both are in
short supply. We are humans who love ritual and tradition
and we have already lost so much of that during this time.
Mental illnesses are difficult to navigate during normal
times and for many depression, anxiety, and a sense of
hopelessness are real. We are grieving individually and as
a community of faith. I do not have the answers. I wish I
did. I cannot tell you how long we will be wearing masks in
our church building or when we will be able to hug and
share a meal together. It may be a while. Our worship in
the sanctuary will be very different from what we are accustomed to doing but it will be worship and that is the
most important thing to remember. This is and continues
to be a difficult time filled with uncertainty. I am here to
remind you that through it all, GOD is still good. Jesus is
still walking toward us regardless of our faith, and we can
find things to be grateful for and rejoice! This is a time like
no other and we are navigating an uncertain path. I ask for
your prayers and grace in all things as the leadership, staff
and I try our best to create spaces for all of us to serve
and worship together safely. The Fall worship plan is here
in the newsletter and if you have any questions, please do
not hesitate to contact me.
Blessings,
Pastor Cheryl
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From the Desk of Children & Family Ministry
Director: Emilee Mooney

I
It’s that time of the year! Going back to school can raise a
mixture of emotions in us & our kids, but as long as we
cling to God and God’s Word, we will get through this together! No matter what your school room will look like this
year, it’s a time of changes, excitement, routines, and
sometimes fears. I know this verse brings me comfort
when I am facing a fear & I hope it does for you as well…
Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and
lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways
submit to Him, and He will make your paths straight.
As you know, our church doors are not open to large
groups right now, so that means Sunday School, Youth
Group and High School Coffee Hour is not taking place
inside the building. With these unprecedented times, we
are trying new ways to keep our children engaged! A covid
-compatible Sunday School curriculum has been purchased for our younger grades, and those details will be
shared with parents via email/facebook so you are able to
learn with your children at home. Our first week will be
about Moses and the Burning Bush and will begin on
09/27/20.
Our youth, 6th grade-12 grade, are invited to an outdoor
movie on Wednesday 09/09/20 at FUMC (weather permitting). Please bring your own chairs and snacks, and we
will provide the movie and fellowship for our youth! Please
feel free to invite your friends too, all are welcome!
September 20 is Bible Presentation Sunday for all our 3rd
and 8th grade children. Please send Emilee an email if
your child falls into either of these grades, so your child is
guaranteed a bible. We wouldn’t want to miss anyone! If
you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask me.
Many blessings, Emilee Mooney
*emilee.fumc@gmail.com
*262.673.3290
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FUMC News and Notes
FUMC ACCOUNTABLE LEADERSHIP BOARD
Jeanne Konrad
Steve Dummer
Brian Swenson
Cathy Alsum
Kathy Triick
Tim Kramoris
Glenn Lepien
Bob Cleland
Carol Staus
At Large
At Large
At Large

Chair
Recording Secretary
Lay Leader
Lay Member
SPRC Chair
SPRC
Trustee Chair
Trustee
Finance Representative
Lynnette Jordan
Michele Morin
Open

HAPPY RETIREMENT KEN FRENCH!

Angelo Pezzino & Pezzino Family
Benjamin Lee & Family
Pat Lorenzen
Ashley Hahn
Elisabeth Kappel
Cleo Roering

MEET AND GREET WITH
PASTOR CHERYL
For those of you who may have missed meeting
with Pastor Cheryl in August, don’t worry! We will
be scheduling more opportunities in October. We
will let you know as soon as they are scheduled
via the updates and the Newsletter.

JOB OPENING
The Treasurer’s position at FUMC will be open
soon. If interested in the position or to learn
more about what it entails, please contact the
church office or Pastor Cheryl by September
30th.

FALL BOOK STUDY!

Ken French has been the organist at FUMC for decades and we have had the benefit and pleasure of
hearing him play! We have been richly blessed! He is
truly remarkable and we are so appreciative of his service to us all these years. In addition to his faithful service on Sunday mornings he has accompanied dozens
of soloists, small groups, and instrumentalists not to
mention 13 years helping with Bits of Broadway! Ken
has decided to retire as of September 1, 2020 and we
wish him a happy retirement. Although it is difficult to
say happy retirement in person, we can ‘shower’ Ken
with cards and best wishes. You may send them to the
office and we will get them to him. Thank you, good
and faithful servant! You will be missed by all.
P. 3

Pastor Cheryl will host a book study using the
book, White Fragility, beginning October 7th. The
book study will have two options for format available: online or at-home. The online format will consist of a Facebook group and Zoom sessions
(these will be scheduled with the group), the athome version will include a packet with the study
questions and check-ins from Pastor Cheryl. You
can choose either group when you register. The
book is available from several sellers, including
Amazon. If you would like the church to order the
book for you, please let us know at registration.
Cost of the book is $10.00 or you may order on
your own.
You can register online at:
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/904044AAAAC2CA3FB6book
Or call the office.
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Finance Team
Carol Staus reviewed the July Green Sheets. For
the month, payments exceeded expenses, including the purchase of 6 months of sanitizing supAs is happening with
plies. Year to date, receivings exceeded payments.
many programs and events, Family Promise is planning on
In preparation for the fall stewardship drive Carol
some changes for future support. Rather than hosting
suggested
that Ministry Team leads each prepare
families at our church multiple times throughout the year,
a
short
statement
about the work of their team
we will begin hospitality weeks. This would include providand
the
benefit
to
the congregation and our mising meals, gas cards, and supplies to the families in the
sion.
Following
discussion
it was decided that the
program. Eventually, the plan is to integrate volunteers at
statements
would
be
recorded
and included in the
the Family Promise Day Center to sit down with the famiFacebook Live services.
lies in the program and have meals and converse with
them.
2021 Planning—Priorities for the New Year
Our next hospitality week will be October 4th-11th. If you
Member suggestions for priorities in the new year
are interested in providing gas cards or supplies to the
included establishing a year-round stewardship
program, you are welcome to mail them to church or drop
plan, developing a strategic plan with input from
them off during office hours (see below) and we will delivthe entire congregation, identifying ways to iner them in October. If you would like to offer a financial
crease family and youth participation in church
donation or view the list of supplies needed, there is a link
activities, set-up an outreach plan for those not
at https://familypromisewc.org/how-to-help/ways-toattending, create small groups using virtual and
donate/. Lastly, if you’re interested in donating a meal,
live formats, and put a “Donate Now” button on
please contact Danielle Pezzino at dcpezour website and/or Facebook page and find a way
zino@outlook.com or 201-704-9428, and she will coordito include more non-vocal music in worship. This
nate that with you.
information will be used to set staff and pastoral
Thank you for your continued support of this program.
goals for the upcoming year.
During times of crisis, it’s wonderful to be able to come
together to lift others up.
Trustees
Glenn Lepien reported that the new zero-turn lawn
Blessings,
mower has arrived and that the old mower has a
Danielle Pezzino, Becky Cleland, and Sharon Cowan
buyer. Details of that sale will follow.
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: Someone is usually in the office MonA new LED light fixture was installed in the office
day thru Thursday mornings. Feel free to come to church to
and others will be replaced to save utility costs.
drop off Family Promise items during those hours. If the doors
are locked use the doorbell to the right of the door.

Accountable Leadership Board
Meeting Summary-August 17, 2020
The Board meeting was rescheduled to the 3rd Monday of
August due to multiple Board member schedule conflicts.
The meeting opened with a prayer and Pastor Cheryl led
an exercise about gratitude. A summary of the actions
taken at the meeting are as follows:
Pastoral Updates
The September worship schedule was discussed.
Input provided by the Re-opening Team was discussed. The Board consensus was to have Facebook Live worship at 8:30 a.m. and a 10:45 outdoor worship service, weather permitting, for the
month of September. At this time we are planning
to begin indoor worship in October. Details for upcoming worship will be in the September Newsletter.
P. 4

Ministry Team Updates
The Christian Education team shared information
about virtual Bible School and that a curriculum
for fall Sunday School has been chosen.
Staff Parish Relations
A summary of their meetings with Pastor Cheryl was
shared as well as staff updates.
Next Meeting: Monday, September, 14, 2020
The agenda for upcoming ALB meetings will be shared in
the preceding weekly update. Members of the congregation are welcome to attend the ALB meetings at any time
to observe the open portions of the meeting. Due to
COVID-19 available space in/at the meetings is limited.
Please contact Jeanne Konrad (269-615-1569) if you
would like to attend to observe. If you have an issue that
you would like discussed at the meeting or you have any
concerns, please contact Jeanne or Pastor Cheryl. Thank
you!
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CONFIRMANDS OF 2020!
On two Thursday night worship services in July, 8 young Christians confirmed their faith at an
outdoor worship service. We welcome the following persons to our fellowship: Andrew Alsum,
Isabelle Navarre, Paige Langenecker, Natalie Sutheimer, Helen Wilson, Timothy Lepien, Caroline Daw and Kyle Loosen. Below are two pictures from the services.
On the next few of pages we have shared their Faith Statements. Congratulations!
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2020 CONFIRMATION CLASS FAITH STATEMENTS
Timothy Lepien
The Bible was written thousands of years ago, and throughout those thousand years, the world has changed and faith
has changed. In the first century, the world had Jesus in the flesh, but now we have the teachings of Jesus. Having
faith is harder now with science and technology, but even with all the horrible things that are going on, people still
have faith because it’s how we get through tough times. Even though we can’t see, we still believe. When you're a
younger kid you see the bible as a book of stories, but once you start to get into your teens, your view on the bible
changes. You start to see it as teaching and guidance on how to better yourself and how to live more like Jesus. Jesus
came down to earth to free us of our sins and to teach us. During confirmation, you start to learn more about the Bible
and what faith is to you. God works in mysterious ways, people get saved and people get helped in situations that
seem impossible. Miracles happen all around us and that's how we can all tell that God is always here.
Natalie Sutheimer
I Believe...
I believe that God wants me to use my gifts and talents in a way that can positively affect others lives. In Matthew
5:16 it states “let your light before others” This verse really inspires me to be my best self. To me, this verse means
that you have to use what makes you special to shed some light on others. On this journey through Confirmation I have
found myself using these gifts in the church. In this time I have signed up at Family Promise to share my gifts through
that. This was a positive experience for me to help prepare a meal and got to know a family in need. I feel that this
both impacted my life, the lives around me, and the life of the family. I am very grateful that Confirmation inspired me
to take part in an experience like this.
I believe that God gives me the strength and confidence to do things in my life that might make me nervous or
scared. I believe that through God I am able to do things like speaking in front of the church, even though I could
mess up. And even if I do mess up, I know that I have something there to fall back on to. But more importantly, God
gives me the strength to get back up and keep on moving.
I believe that I can always look to God during times of struggle and success in my life. I know that even though I
don’t always look directly towards him, I can see him working with other people. This is comforting to know that he is
always with me.
I am very thankful to be a part of this confirmation experience!
Helen Wilson
Faith Statement
I chose the scripture Romans 12:21 for analyzing. “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good.” This scripture, to me, says a lot. It can tell a person that evil is a powerful force that can be overwhelming. It
also tells you how to get rid of that evil, with good. Part of being good is loving. Being loving to all is one of the most
important Christian values, and I think that sometimes Christians can forget that. That is why this scripture is so helpful. Even though it is something children get taught, sometimes we can forget this, two wrongs don’t make a right. We
cannot get rid of evil by treating it with more evil. Doing good and being loving is the easiest way to overcome evil.
This brings me to my core beliefs. I believe that the main takeaway from Methodism and Christianity as a
whole is love. One of the most commonly used scriptures found in both Matthew 22:39 and Mark 12:31 “You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.” This to me shows how we can all just set aside our differences and be good to each
other. Sometimes it is hard to love something, but in my eyes God has a plan and everything happens for a reason. For
example, this pandemic is kind of hard to love, but good things came out of it, like further research on viruses and new
technological advancements to visit each other remotely. This is a challenge to get through and if we can love and stay
positive it will be easier. We shouldn’t have to hate this pandemic. Hate is a strong word and a powerful force, but love
will always be greater. Everyone can forget that sometimes, so it is important to remember that we are forgiven from
mistake and sin. That is why Jesus died on the cross, to forgive us from our sins.
As Christians, we all believe in similar concepts, like the events of Christmas and Easter, but we are also very
divided. The different sects of Christianity all have slightly different beliefs and even within the Methodist church we all
have different beliefs. But we can all agree on how love is one of if not the most important virtue in the Bible. Love is
what defines us as Christians, because love is the one thing that binds us.
The main takeaways for me is that you need to love and accept everyone, and that if you make a mistake
along the way you are forgiven.
September 2020
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Faith Statements continued from page 6
Caroline Daw
My middle name is Faith, and for as long as I can remember my religion never had much depth. I believed in the
basic Christian principles; God loves me, my sins are forgiven, and you should go to church. It wasn’t until I noticed
little things around me that my faith was deepened. Once I started confirmation, I began to notice the holy spirit
around me. I noticed things like stunning sunsets, small remarks from my parents, people entering my life, the actions of others around me, and even song lyrics that truly enhanced my relationship with God. I not only noticed these
things but connected them to God. I believe these small, easily unnoticed things are all ways that the holy spirit
touches my life. My faith was not confirmed until I opened my eyes and paid more attention to the small gifts and
notes God gives me daily. I knew my middle name, Faith, was religious, but it wasn’t until I opened my eyes and saw
God all around me that my faith was confirmed. I believe in God, his son Jesus Christ and the holy spirit. I believe that
Jesus is the son of God, who was born of the virgin Mary, and died on the cross to save us from our sins. I believe
that God is the creator of Heaven and Earth. The holy spirit is God’s guidance and love shown in our daily lives. I’ve
seen the holy spirit touch my life through the kindness Mrs. Gottfried, my classmates, and my church have shown
me. I believe that church is not a building, but rather a community bound together by our love for God. Church for me
used to be a struggle of waking up, leaving on time, and feeling like an outsider in Sunday school. In the last two
years especially with Mrs. Gottfried as a Sunday school and confirmation teacher, I’ve been enthusiastic about coming to church. I’ve seen the holy spirit in her and in other members of our church inspiring me to grow in my faith and
get involved in service in and out of the church building. This allowed me to be more in touch with God and my faith.
For example, Shari, my confirmation mentor has shown me what it means to be a member of the First United Methodist Church with her kind heart, her support, her faith in God, and most of all her smiling face. Also, I've seen God’s
work in my classmates, who even though are from the rival school, show me lots of kindness and comfort. My faith
was confirmed when I opened my eyes to see the holy spirit around me and felt God’s love in my church community.

Kyle Loosen
I believe in God the Creator of you and me, Creator of Heaven and Earth. I will continue to work and grow in my faith
with the help of my family, friends and friends from this church.
God works with us through peace and hope. Through good and evil, through pandemics and disasters, I have learned
and know God is always with us.
Jesus Christ is my Savior. I put my trust in his grace. I will serve him as my Lord. I will usher and greet to help serve
the church. As I grow within this church may I help in many ways.
I ask for your prayers and support as I continue to grow in the faith of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Paige Langenecker
I believe that God created what the bible tells us as well as our world as we know it. I believe that God created Jesus
to live with us so that he could understand us with all of our flaws and imperfections. I believe that the Holy Spirit
lives among us and guides us to do what's right. I believe we live in Hell, and when we die, we will be forgiven for all
of our sins, and we will go to heaven to live forever in peace. I believe the place we worship is a tiny glimpse into
Heaven- where we will be forever safe.
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Faith Statements continued from page 7
Andrew Alsum
A verse that has been kept in my mind for quite a while is Corinthians 1 15:10. “But by the grace of God I am what I
am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of
God which was in me.” This verse tells you that by the grace of God, he shaped you to who you are now and forever will
be. In that many people may not understand that God always has a plan for you. He has a set track for your life in that
you will go through and overcome challenges that God will set into place for you. Many people, that of myself as well,
forget sometimes about that. That even though they’re going through a challenge in their lives, it’s faith that will help
them overcome it. Faith is what keeps us whole. It gives us strength to overcome any obstacle that comes our way.
In John 20:29, “Then Jesus told him, ‘Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have
not seen and yet have believed.’” It shows that people who have seen Jesus Christ believe that he exists, but those
who haven’t see him and still believe are blessed and are believers in the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Many
people have a hard time strengthening their faith since they can’t “see” Jesus or God with their own eyes. But sometimes with faith in Christianity, seeing the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit is not just making a physical form of the
three of them, it’s about seeing them work throughout other people’s lives. How someone can survive through a crucial disease or virus or just someone doing a kind gesture for you or someone you know. You don’t always have to just
see a physical form of someone or something to believe or have faith in it.
All together, believing in something or someone isn’t just seeing it with your own eyes or hearing it, it can be about
how something and someone works in people and that you just have to have faith in yourself, and others that it’ll all
work out.
Isabelle Navarre
We connect through Jesus Christ and God when we pray, have communion, and many everyday events. We pray when
we want to bring help to others, when we are thankful, when we need to get something off your chest, and when we
simply want to feel closer to the Lord. I believe that God and Jesus Christ forgive and love all of us no matter what. I
feel like the Lord is with you wherever you go and whatever you do. He is watching over you, and when you do good
things, then good will happen to you. Confirmation is a way to be closer to God and Jesus Christ, and to understand
our belief to become closer in the church. With God's Love,
I believe to love all and give all hope. I believe that God and Jesus Christ look down and help people, watch out for
people, and support them. I also think that some things happen for a reason. I believe that God created all of us and
everything on the earth. I believe that he made us all our own unique individuals. I believe that everyone should love
and embrace yourselves and others, because God made you who you are. What I am writing and talking about are my
true beliefs. I believe that we should all “ Love one another”, 1 Peter 1:22. I believe that we should “Be kindhearted”,
Ephesians 4:32. This is because you do not know what someone is going through, and being mean or rude does nobody any good. I think that everyone should “ Always tell the truth”, Proverbs 12:22. A lie will get you nowhere, it will
only bring you trouble. I think that in order to get somewhere in life you have to “ Work hard”, Colossians 3:23. I believe in being loyal, true to your word, non-judgmental, forgiving, courteous, and more. I believe that in prayer you communicate to God, and I believe that God and Jesus Christ are always with you. “ Faith it does not make things easy, it
makes them possible” Luke 1:37

Congratulations to all the Confirmands!

A special thanks to Heidi Gottfried, the 2019-2020 Confirmation teacher for this class!

RACING HEARTS DAY! DYSAUTONOMIA 5K VIRTUAL RUN GONE VIRTUAL!!
Join Mark Martin in the event to raise awareness and funds for this little known disease. Mark and his
daughter Natalie suffer with the disease for which there is currently no cure. Please check out the website or call Mark for how you can help! http://give.aurora.org/site/TR?fr_id=1160&pg=entry Mark: 262-224-7162
The event takes place on September 27,2020
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09/03 Danielle Pezzino
Addyson Navarre
09/04 Leslie Hogan
Jeff Martin
09/05 Donna Carroll
Helen Robbe
09/06 Lydia Bush
Veronica Tetrick
09/07 Tim Kramoris
Lucas Thurmer
09/08 Bob Klockow
09/10 Kathy Lamb
Larry Redeker
09/11 Linda Thompson
09/12 Alex Richards
09/13 Linda Moscicki
Lorena Olson
09/14 Ripley Garza
Caleb Alsum
Randy DuPont
Ruth Redeker
09/16 Mark Weaver
Ashton Hoxworth
Joe Navarre
09/17 Ruth Knoll
Maleah Thompson-Balough
09/19 Margaret Wilber
09/19 Lee Morris
Ray Krajewski
09/20 Sue Luthi

09/20 Brian Hass
Barb Oosterhuis
09/24 Joe Bryzek
Ken French
Lorena Rufener
09/26 Terry Brown
Jan Andresek
Paul Bissett
Dan Mooney
Penelope Held
09/27 Sue Schulz
09/29 Alan Jordan
09/30 Elizabeth Yustus

09/05 John & Pam Lindner
09/06 Larry & Ruth Redeker
09/08 Dennis & Donna Carroll
09/09 Bob & Marsha Gabel
09/11 Richard & Jean Purman
09/12 Don & Twyla Gartzke
09/14 Dan & Brenna Salsieder
09/16 Tom & Fay Paine
09/17 Tony & Camille Secola
Stan & Judy Sterman
09/18 George & Sue Roemer
09/19 Brian & Amie Sutheimer
09/23 Clayt & Barb Oosterhuis
09/25 Joe & Jennie Thurmer
09/30 John & Linda Moscicki

WE ARE GETTING
PREPARED!
We are gradually getting ready to have worship indoors. One
of the things we set up are touchless hand sanitizers. They did
NOT come on a stand, however, so Bob Gabel was kind
enough to build two for us! They are attractive as well as useful. Thank you Bob! And thank you to our “sanitizer model,”
Jeanne Konrad, for this photo op!
Thank you to all of the re-opening team for all their hard work
and planning in order for us to come back together for worship, although it may be a little different right now!
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