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AT THE CROSS
FUMC Mission Statement
“Making Disciples of Christ”

TAKE A LOOK . . .
Giving tree, Stewardship,
Hospitality, thank you’s,
Charge Conference, Youth
and Children’s Ministries and
so much more!

From Pastor Cheryl
Hospitality
Christian Education
ALB

P. 2
P.3
P. 4,5
P.6

CONTACT INFORMATION
First United Methodist Church
738 West Monroe Avenue
Hartford, 53027
262.673.3290
Pastor
Rev. Cheryl Weaver
Mon., Tues., Wed. 8:30-noon
pastorcweaver@yahoo.com
Director of Children’s & Family Ministries
Emilee Mooney Emilee.fumc@gmail.com
Office Hours: M-Th 8:30-12:30
Technology Coordinator
Guy Tuxhorn
gtuxhorn@sbcglobal.net
Office Managers
Robin Pfotenhauer & Connie Speiser
office@fumchartford.com
Office Hours: M-TH 8:30-12:30
Custodian
Brittany Held
Hours: M-Th 8:30-12:30
District Superintendent
Rev. Forrest Wells
Our Missionary
Betty Tschala, Zambia

FUMC REMEMBERS
On Sunday November 1st, 2020, we will remember
those who have left their earthly life during that last 12
months.
Arnie Wickland, November 15, 2019
Lois Netto, November 18, 2019
Joan Zehe, February 6, 2020
Jim Bell, June 22, 2020
Jerry Miller, June 23, 2020
Cindy Cox, August 26, 2020
Marge Perkins, September 9, 2020
Mac Gienke, September 10, 2020
Pat Lorenzen, September 11, 2020
Cleo Roering, September 11, 2020
Jane Hoffmann, October 3, 2020
Please keep their families in your prayers.

2020 CHARGE CONFERENCE
Church/Charge Conference November 18th
BUDGET to be APPROVED SEPARATELY
Our Annual Church/Charge Conference will be held this year in a different format. The COVID-19 pandemic has forced us all to be more
adaptable and flexible than we ever wanted to be. Our District Superintendent will be leading the conference on Zoom on Wednesday, November 18th at 6PM. Actions that will be taken will only consist of 3
items: Lay leadership report, Pastoral Compensation, and Approval of
Lay Servants. We will have this information available for the congregation on November 10th. It will be sent out via email or can be picked up
(hard copy) in the office or at worship on November 15th.
The BUDGET will be approved at a separate meeting on December 7th.
More information will be sent out as we get closer to that date. If you
have any questions, please contact Pastor Cheryl.

From the desk of Pastor Cheryl…..
The month of November has, in recent years, been turned into the “month of gratitude”. There are practices for listing what we are grateful for on social media,
many churches focus on gratitude in their worship, and we celebrate Thanksgiving during this month. I have shared with you my own personal gratitude practice
in the past and how it has helped to re-focus my attention on all that I do have
instead of what I believe I am lacking. I realized recently that I had stopped writing
down what I was grateful for each morning and instead simply caught myself
thinking about it randomly during the day. My practice went from being an action that I forced myself to do
each morning whether I felt like it or not to something that is just a part of my life. It took two years for this to
happen. Two years of stopping and starting my gratitude practice and two years of feeling bad at times for
not being able to sustain the daily habit when suddenly I realized that I hadn’t stopped, I just shifted it to an
internal practice and it has become a part of me. I share this with you because I often suggest daily spiritual
practices during my sermons, and I want you to know that they can bear fruit, but it is a journey. It takes discipline (which at its root, contains the word “disciple”). There isn’t a magic formula to being a follower of Jesus. There is no 3-step program that will make you more faithful. It is a practice. Reading the scriptures each
morning, writing down what you are grateful for, praying each evening, even giving an offering are all spiritual
practices that will form your life in faith. I know that I am grateful for each one of you and your commitment
to this church, to continue to seek out ways that we can be in community and serve.
With gratitude, Pastor Cheryl
November Worship Notes
Sunday, November 1st
Sunday, November 8th
Sunday, November 15th
Sunday, November 22nd
Sunday, November 29th

All Saints Worship with Bless/Take Communion
Finding Joy in Gratitude
Finding Joy in Darkness
Finding Joy in Rest
First Sunday of Advent

We will continue to live stream our 8:30 AM worship service on Facebook and post to our website/Youtube.
We gather in person at 8:30 AM and 10:45 AM and registration is required at fumchartford.org. If we do suspend in person worship because of a rise in area COVID cases, that information will be sent out via multiple
channels.
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FUMC News and Notes
FUMC ACCOUNTABLE LEADERSHIP BOARD
Jeanne Konrad
Steve Dummer
Brian Swenson
Cathy Alsum
Kathy Triick
Tim Kramoris
Glenn Lepien
Bob Cleland
Carol Staus
At Large
At Large
At Large

Chair
Recording Secretary
Lay Leader
Lay Member
SPRC Chair
SPRC
Trustee Chair
Trustee
Finance Rep
Lynnette Jordan
Michele Morin
Open

Veteran’s Honored
November 8th

From the Desk of Hospitality...
"Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since
as members of one body you were called to
peace. And be thankful." Colossians 3:15
Hospitality team met this month and I am excited to
say we are sponsoring some special events.
November 14th we will have a float in the Christmas parade, following health safety guidelines. The theme this year for the Hartford parade is “Hartford. It’s happening here.” Hope
you come out to see the parade.
Obviously, we will not be able to hold an Advent
Luncheon this year but, we have something
special to offer to help us all stayed connected spiritually. You will be receiving a mailing in
November with all the details- here is a taste
of what is to come.

“Advent and the anticipated birth of our Lord and
Savior are fast approaching! To help you and your
family prepare for and celebrate His coming, the
Hospitality Team will be sharing a series of video
messages that we call Advent in Your Home. Each
week we will post a video message that will include a
scripture reading, a children’s story, the lighting of
the Advent Candle and a prayer. The videos will also
Email to: pastorcweaver@yahoo.com. All photos pose a couple short questions to encourage discussion of the weekly scripture and a time to share your
will be returned.
thoughts during this season. The messages will be
posted on our Facebook page and our YouTube
channel beginning Friday, November 27th.”Jeanne
ADVENT CANDLEL LIGHTING
Konrad
On Sunday, November 8th we will honor those
who have served or are serving in our nations
Armed Forces with a Video Presentation. If you
would like to honor someone from your family,
please email or bring a photo of that person with
their name, branch, and service dates to Pastor
Cheryl or the church office by November 4th.

If you are interested in lighting the advent candles this year during worship, please let us
know! You can do it alone or with a fried, with
your family or even an extended family. No one
is excluded.

We will be lighting the wreath at both services so
there are lots of opportunities to help Please
call early as we need to plan. Advent is sooner
than you think. Can you believe it?!
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Hospitality is planning on hosting a “take out
meal” sometime in January or February, keep
a look out in the newsletters!
Blessing to all of you as we cherish what we are
thankful for this Thanksgiving!
Victoria Triick
Hospitality Team Leader
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From the Desk of Children & Family Ministry
Director: Emilee Mooney

Greetings FUMC Family! Can you believe it is November already? This time of year always seems to fly by,
so, I like to take time to really reflect on things I am grateful for; which leads me to one of the things I want
to share with you all…
Starting on November 1, please start sending in photos of things you are grateful for (send them to my email
address: emilee.fumc@gmail.com. I would like to put them into a slide show to share with the congregation
during online and indoor services. We can share the compilation in a short video with our church family
when it is completed. This is for the entire congregation, not just children!
Beginning on November 15th, I will have a Thanksgiving goodie bag available for pick-up. This will be available to pick-up on the outdoor benches until noon on November 19th. It will contain a craft, a story, and a
little treat for the children. It will be similar to the October goodie bag, which I hope was a fun activity to do
with your children.
Also, we will be continuing with our online Sunday School format. I haven’t heard a lot of feedback about
the current curriculum, but if you have used it in the past, please note, we will changing it up moving
forward. If you have questions, please don’t hesitate to ask me!
Lastly, I’ve been planning ahead for the Christmas season, and as I’m sure you are aware, things will look
different this year with the Christmas program. I still want the participation of the children and the story of
the nativity to be shared. However, this year, we will be asking the children to draw or create a piece of the
nativity. You can make this as simple or as detailed as you would like. Once you have the creation made,
please take a photo of it with your child and send it to me (starting now!). I will be putting together a video
with all the submissions. Please note, save your creation to bring (or drop off) to church! We will be using
the actual creations as well. If you need any ideas, I’ve included a list of nativity people/items. If you would
like to do more than one creation, that is completely fine! Please see the next page of the newsletter
for my ideas.
As always, I hope you know that I am always available to discuss ideas for the children and youth of our
church and community. If you have thoughts, please share them!
Blessings, Emilee Mooney Emilee.fumc@gmail.com
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Continued from page 4, notes from Emilee

Nativity Scene Suggestions:
Star of Bethlehem
Stable
Sheep
Cows
Donkey
Manger Mouse
Angels
Manger
Baby Jesus
Mary
Joseph
Shepherds
Wise Men
Camels
Inn Keeper
King Herod
Gold
Frankincense
Myrrh
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Accountable Leadership Board
Meeting Summary
October 12, 2020
The meeting was called to order and opened with a prayer.
Pastoral Updates
Pastor Cheryl gave on update on in-person worship, numbers attending and procedures in place. Attendance will be monitored to determine if more services will be needed as we move toward Advent.
Emilee is putting together a 5 member re-engagement task force to focus on strategies for connections
with Sunday School, Youth and families.
Options for a Treasurer replacement were reviewed and additional information will be gathered before
the November ALB meeting.
An update on the office computer and sanctuary camera were also shared.
Finance Team
The September Green Sheets were reviewed. For the month, payments exceeded receivings. The difference was due to 3 pay-periods in the month and 2 property insurance payments. Our year to date
Operating balance remains positive. Apportionment payments are current.
Work on the 2021 budget is progressing and will be presented to the ALB in November.
Charge Conference—November 18, 2020
This year’s Charge Conference with our District Superintendent will be held virtually at 6:00 p.m. in the
Sanctuary. The ALB members will attend and members of the congregation are invited as well.
Approval of the 2021 budget will not be voted on at this meeting. A congregational meeting will be held
on December 7th at 6:30 p.m. for discussion and approval of the 2021 budget. Materials for this
meeting will be shared with the congregation in advance of the meeting.
Trustees
Glenn Lepien reported that loose roof flashing was repaired by Dave Bohovsky.
The City of Hartford is completing work on their equipment on our property. This is being monitored.
Ministry Team Updates
Mission—Lynnette reported on Conference Disaster Relief and COVID-19 supply collection/activities.
Hospitality will be meeting on Monday, October 19th to discuss Advent and ways to stay connected to the
congregation.
Kathy Triick reported that Worship will be meeting on October 27th.
Staff Parish Relations
Sanctuary cleaning between worship services was discussed and will continue to be done by the ushers.
Karen Bidwell with preach on October 18th while Pastor Cheryl recovers from surgery. She will return on
the 25th.
Next Meeting: Monday, November 9, 2020
The agenda for upcoming ALB meetings will be shared in the preceding weekly update. Members of the congregation are welcome to attend the ALB meetings at any time to observe the open portions of the meeting.
Due to COVID-19 available space in/at the meetings is limited. Please contact Jeanne Konrad (269-6151569) if you would like to attend to observe. If you have an issue that you would like discussed at the meeting or you have any concerns, please contact Jeanne or Pastor Cheryl. Thank you!
December 2017
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FUMC 2020 GIVING TREE

It’s Stewardship Season

Christmas is just around the corner believe t or not!
This year the Christmas Committee of Hartford is going to run their program differently due to Covid.
They will only be accepting monetary donations or
gift cards for those in need. This year our giving tree
will be located in the Hearth Room as you enter the
Sanctuary. We will have generic tags on with gift
card suggestions. You may take one or more, purchase one or more gift cards and return to church on
or before December 1st. We will make sure that the
cards get to the committee. You can also drop off
the gift cards directly at Scoop de Ville, Hartford
Cleaners or Forte bank

If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food,
and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep
warm and eat your fill’, and yet you do not supply
their bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith
by itself, if it has no works, is dead. (James 2:15-17)
How does a disciple set aside his or her life for God?
We simplify, in our denomination, the complicated
issue of discipleship as the following: your prayers,
presence, gifts, service, and witness. It is important
to note that discipleship is comprised of actions, not
beliefs. You may say all the creeds, but as James
(2:19) points out, “Even the demons believe [in
God].”

Much of our teaching about stewardship has to do
with giving financially to support the mission and
You also have the option to donate monetary gifts
ministry of the church. That is giving, but what
directly to the Christmas Committee by mailing
makes it discipleship. Last month I noted that when
checks to the forte Bank before December 1st. They we are planning an expenditure, John Wesley adviswill then purchase gift cards woth the donations re- es us to ask, 1) am I acting as a proprietor or a steward? 2) am I following Scripture? 3) can I offer this
ceived.
as a sacrifice to God, through Jesus Christ? and 4)
will this action be judged as righteous?
Forte Bank
116 W. Sumner St.
Hartford, WI 53027
This year the committee is dedicating their work to
Dr. Jim Algiers who was a staunch supporter and
helper of the committee for many years. Thank you
for your support of this much need program—this
year more than ever!

These are the questions of a mature disciple who
understands that in the Kingdom of God, actions
speak louder than words. Since the disciple knows
that everything comes from God (a belief), then every
expenditure, even spending for oneself or one’s family, should be put to Wesley’s tests. That is what sets
aside the disciple’s expenditures for God. The disciple turns beliefs into action and converts the simple
materialism of the economy into spirituality. Spending money may be indistinguishable between disciple and non-disciple, but the disciple’s spending
helps bring about the Kingdom of God.
Reread Wesley’s four rules above and you will see
that a disciple’s expenditure includes prayer, presence, gift, service, and witness.
Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
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Many times things happen in the
church that we are not really
aware of, but they make the
church more functional or attractive. Take a look!

Glenn
Lepien

Thank you to Scott Warren and his
team of ushers for doing a great
job helping out on Sunday morning, including sanitizing the Sanctuary between services each week.
Thank you to the Trustees for edging the grass, taking
care of the weeds, sucking up leaves, cleaning out
the gutters and reattaching some of the siding that
pulled away from the church in the strong winds that
we had (twice!). Thanks also to Joe Pfotenhauer who
tends the Memorial Garden.
Thank you to Kate Warren for decorating the Sanctuary from time to time.
Thank you to Berde Rateau, Kate Warren and Becki
Swenson for being part of a team that takes care of
your offerings twice a month. Arde Nicolaus also
helps but is on a sabbatical at the moment!

Brian
Swenson

Thank you Guy Tuxhorn and Katie Bush for helping
with all the tech stuff on Sunday mornings.
Thank you to Katie Bush who is called on several
times a week to open the Clothes Closet to help others.
Thank you Kathy Triick for finding Liturgists for all of
our services.
Thank you to all the musicians who bring you music
for worship.
Thank you to all of the Ministry Teams who are still
meeting doing ministry behind the scenes!
Thank you to Victoria & Jay Triick, and Karen Bidwell,
our Lay Speakers, who occasionally fill in on Sunday
mornings when Pastor Cheryl is unable to be here.
I have probably forgotten someone so please forgive
me! We have a great congregation!
We are blessed!
Bob Gabel and Tom Paine
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Birthdays
11/04
11/06

11/07

11/08
11/09
11/10
11/11
11/12
11/15
11/16
11/18
11/22
11/24
11/25
11/27
11/28
11/29
11/29
11/30
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Max Klockow
Merle Pamperin
Lorena Yanez
Renee Draper
Bev Schatz
Rachel Garza
Allie Sutheimer
Don Gartzke
Dennis Schauer
Doug Schlotthauer
Quinn Salsieder
Paul Osmanski
Orlean Lepien
Carolyn Lepien
Jim Buchmeier
Lynn Stephenson
Lucas Hass
Geri Wandrey
Aiden Pezzino
Caitlin Purman
Elizabeth Wieting
Melissa Richards
Elora Schlotthauer
Kurt Langenecker
Keith Lucht
Michael DuPont
Jim Gottfried
Arde Nicolaus
Berde Rateau
Cathy Alsum
John Rufener
Ardell Nicolaus
Michael Wawrzyn
Lindsey Wesner
Brittany Hahn
Cheryl Weaver
Patty Getz

Anniversaries
11/08
11/12
11/13
11/16
11/19
11/21

Samantha & Brandon Precord
Janice & Chris Sigl
Diane & Tom Guenther
Michelle & Chad Baumgartner
Diana & Paul Jennet
Maxine & Ken French

Real mistakes from church bulletins!

The church will host an evening of fine dining,
superb entertainment, and gracious hostility.
This afternoon there will be a meeting in the
north and south ends of the church. Children
will be baptized at both ends.
Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 pm. – prayer and
medication to follow.
The Rev. Adams spoke briefly, much to the delight of his audience.
The eighth graders will be presenting Shakespeare’s “Hamlet” in the church basement on
Friday at 7 pm. The congregation is invited
to attend this tragedy.
A new loudspeaker system has been installed in
the church. It was given by one of our members in honor of his wife.
Next Sunday Mrs. Vinson will be the soloist for
the morning service. The pastor will then
speak on “It’s a Terrible Experience.”
A worm welcome to all who have come today.
Don’t miss this Saturday’s exhibit by Christian
Martian Arts.
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