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CONTACT INFORMATION
First United Methodist Church
738 West Monroe Avenue
Hartford, 53027
262.673.3290
Pastor
Rev. Cheryl Weaver
Mon., Tues., Wed. morning office hours
pastorcweaver@yahoo.com
Director of Children’s & Family Ministries
Emilee Mooney Emilee.fumc@gmail.com
Office Hours: M-Th 8:30-12:30
Technology Coordinator
Guy Tuxhorn
gtuxhorn@sbcglobal.net
Office Managers
Robin Pfotenhauer & Connie Speiser
office@fumchartford.com
Office Hours: M-TH 8:30-3:30
Custodian
Brittany Held
Hours: M-Th 8:30-12:30
District Superintendent
Rev. Forrest Wells
Our Missionary
Betty Tschala, Zambia

DECEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Wed. Dec. 2: 7 PM Midweek Advent Worship
Sun. Dec. 6: “Giving up on Perfect”
Wed. Dec. 9: 7 PM Midweek Advent Worship
Sun. Dec. 13: “The Scandal of Christmas”
Wed. Dec. 16: 7 PM Midweek Advent Worship
Sun. Dec. 20: “And So This is Christmas”
MONDAY Dec. 21st: 7 PM Longest Night/Blue Christmas
Christmas Eve: See Below
Sun. Dec. 27– ONLINE ONLY at 9AM
(No in-person worship)
CHRISTMAS EVE services will be held on
Thursday, December 24th.
Please join us:
4:00pm—with Special Children's Time
6:00 PM
8:00 PM
Register @ fumchartford.com
or church office

From the desk of Pastor Cheryl…..
“A Different Kind of Christmas”
Our worship this Advent/Christmas focuses on the fact that this year is unlike
any other. Instead of railing against the onslaught of decorations in early October, many have embraced the fact that a little holiday spirit is needed and
are encouraging early decorating! I am on board with this and I think we could
all use a little Christmas now! Sociologists have posted a study on earlyChristmas decorating, stating that those who put their Christmas decorations up earlier are, in fact, happier. I say if it brings you joy, then pass the eggnog and let’s get to decking the halls!
But it’s not just the tree, the ornaments, and the wreaths we all need; I think we could all use a sense of
hope as we mourn so much this year. There is no denying that it has been and continues to be a challenging year. Many beloved traditions have had to be scrapped or creatively re-designed: we miss our
fellowship, our Advent luncheon, our choirs singing. We have no idea how long this pandemic will last
or when we will be able to safely return to doing all the things we love and there is no denying this
Christmas is just plain different.
But despite all the challenges (or perhaps because of them) we need Christmas more than ever. And
so, we enter Advent, a time of waiting and hoping and we will focus on what we can do, and we can
certainly glorify God!
I invite you to celebrate the hope that we have as we wait.
O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by the justice here; disperse the gloomy
clouds of night, and deaths dark shadows put to flight.
My prayer is that you find a way to celebrate the greatest gift ever given; a savior, which is Christ the
Lord.
From our family to yours, Merry Christmas!

Pastor Cheryl and Mark

Mid-week Advent Worship – Wednesdays at 7PM
We will also have three mid-week worship services this year. December 2, 9, and 16th
at 7PM in the sanctuary. We will gather for prayers, candle-lighting and readings. If
you need a respite from the busy-ness of the season, join us!
Longest Night/Blue Christmas Worship Monday, December 21st at 7PM
Longest Night/Blue Christmas acknowledges that, for many people, Christmas is a time
of loneliness, sorrow, alienation, sadness. Many of us may be feeling this way this year
and this contemplative service offers a way for us to claim those feelings and still feel surrounded by the compassionate love of God.

SERMONS BY PHONE IS COMING SOON!
Starting in December you can dial a local number and LISTEN to a condensed version of our worship service! Each week we will upload the liturgy,
scripture, sermon, and a couple of the hymns and you can dial in and listen.
If you have any questions, please contact the office. The number will be included in a mailing coming to you in the next couple of weeks.
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FUMC News and Notes
FUMC ACCOUNTABLE LEADERSHIP BOARD 2021

FINANCE NEWS

Jeanne Konrad
John Moscicki
Brian Swenson
Steve Alsum
Kathy Triick
Tim Kramoris
Glenn Lepien
Rob Bush
Carol Staus
At Large
At Large
At Large

Thank you for your generosity this year to
FUMC! We would not be able to have continued
the ministries that we have been working on
without you. Thank you for those of you who
were able to pledge this year. This gives us an
idea of what we have to work with for the coming year. You may still turn in a pledge card
whenever you would like. Just mail it to the office or drop it off during office hours.

Chair
Recording Secretary
Lay Leader
Lay Member to AC
SPRC Chair
SPRC
Trustee Chair
Trustee
Finance Representative
Lynnette Jordan
Michele Morin
Mary Jo Langenecker

FUMC MUSIC UPDATEI just wanted to update the congregation on the musical goings on at
church. As you may have heard in
November, the Bells are back rehearsing and joining
worship in a safe, distanced manner. I am so grateful
for them as they are the only ensemble we have that
doesn’t spread aerosols while they rehearse and perform!
The Chancel Choir has been rehearsing over zoom for
the last month. We are hoping for a safe, in- person
return soon, but we may not be able to sing together
in the same room for quite some time. In a recent
survey of the choir members, only 5 of 23 were willing to sing in person right now. As one of them said,
“I want to be part of the solution, not the problem.”
As I reported over the summer, singing together is
one of the ways this virus can spread easily. The risk
of transmission goes up significantly. Unfortunately,
that has not changed. We continue to sing over zoom
and work on new music from our own homes. I continue to update and digitize the choral music library.
If anyone in the congregation would like to add their
talents to worship by singing the hymns or playing an
instrument to enhance worship, please let me know.
Be well and my best to you for a joyous Christmas
season,
Stephanie Klockow
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With the church being closed much of 2020,
expenses have been less than we had planned.
Our staff has been trying very hard to be good
stewards of what we have been given. However,
giving has lagged the last few months. As of the
end of October, expenses exceed giving by
about $9,000. To close this gap the Finance
Team estimates we will need $66,000 in total
giving for November and December.
Thank you to all who have continued to make
contributions during the pandemic. For those
whose giving may have dropped off, please consider catching up now. The work of the church
goes on even while it’s been harder to attend.
Let’s all pitch in to make sure we finish the year
on a positive note.

BUDGET MEETING
The budget meeting will
be held Monday,
December 7, 2020 at
6:30 p.m.in the
sanctuary.
You will need to reserve a spot at
fumchartford.com or call the office at 262673-3290.
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Accountable Leadership Board Meeting Summary
November 9, 2020
The meeting was called to order and opened with a prayer.
Pastoral Updates
Pastor Cheryl continues to recover from surgery.
Other staff working around family exposures and school closings.
The four 2021 ALB candidate’s applications were reviewed. Steve Alsum, Rob Bush, Mary Jo Langenecker, and John Moscicki, will move forward for approval at the November 18th Charge Conference.
The Nominating Committee Report was reviewed for inclusion in the Charge Conference packet.
There was discussion about whether the Board needed to establish criteria for suspending in-person
worship. The group consensus was to watch the local data and continue on a week to week basis.
Finance Team
The October Green Sheets were reviewed. For the month, payments exceeded receivings. Annual insurance payments and some building and grounds expenses contributed to the difference this month.
Our year to date Operating balance remains positive. Apportionment payments are current.
The proposed 2021 budget was reviewed. Members discussed the need to balance the budget with projected giving based on receiving fewer pledge cards than usual. Some changes were made to the
proposed budget and members voted to move the revised budget forward for congregational approval.
A Congregational Meeting for review and approval of the budget is scheduled for Monday, December 7th
at 6:30 p.m. Copies of the proposed budget and information about the meeting will be shared in the
weekly updates, worship announcements and newsletter.
Charge Conference—November 18, 2020
This year’s Charge Conference with our District Superintendent will be held virtually at 6:00 p.m. in the
Sanctuary. The ALB members will attend and members of the congregation are invited as well.
Trustees
Working with electrician to get the new sanctuary camera installed.
Ministry Team Updates
Hospitality will be offering a virtual Advent in Your Home series. Details will be sent to members.
From Worship, Kathy Triick and Pastor Cheryl reported that December worship will include services on
Wednesday evening, Blue Christmas on December 21st and Christmas Eve at 4:00, 6:00 and 8:00
p.m.
Staff Parish Relations
Candidates for the Treasurer position were reviewed and the Board approved the selection of Ann
Conroy as the new Treasurer. Staff will work with Connie and Ann on the transition and the change to
Quickbooks.
Next Meeting:

Monday, December 7, 2020—brief meeting immediately following Congregational
Budget meeting

The agenda for upcoming ALB meetings will be shared in the preceding weekly update. Members of the congregation are welcome to attend the ALB meetings at any time to observe the open portions of the meeting.
Due to COVID-19 available space in/at the meetings is limited. Please contact Jeanne Konrad (269-6151569) if you would like to attend to observe. If you have an issue that you would like discussed at the meeting or you have any concerns, please contact Jeanne or Pastor Cheryl. Thank you!
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From the desk of Emilee Mooney
Greetings and Merry Christmas FUMC Family! This time of year can bring up a lot of
feelings for many people, I pray this season brings you joy and happiness.
By now, I hope that you are all enjoying the Advent Boxes! If you would like to join the Mooney family in
working together on our scriptures, activity and lighting of the candles, please join us via zoom each Sunday
during normally scheduled Sunday School (9:45am). The link will be shared on our Facebook page or you
can request the link from Emilee!
Lastly, if you plan on attending the 4pm Christmas Eve service, please be ready to have a little fun and participate in our Nativity on a Stick! Upon entering church, some congregation members will be given a brown
bag with a piece of the nativity inside on a stick. Once you see what piece of the nativity you are holding,
your job will be to stand up and raise your nativity piece during the reading of the nativity story. Not everyone attending will receive a stick, and no one will know who has what piece until the story will be read! We
hope you enjoy this family-friendly service.
I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and I pray that the coming year will bring us everlasting peace, abundant joy, and heartfelt love. Peace,
Emilee Mooney
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a
sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” -Luke chapter 2 verse 8-12

4PM Christmas Eve– Family –Friendly
Nativity on a Stick

Sunday School Goes Virtual!

Upon entering church, some congregation members
will be given a brown bag with a piece of the nativity
inside on a stick. Once you see what piece of the nativity you are holding, your job will be to stand up and
raise your nativity piece during the reading of the nativity story.

Join Emilee and the Mooney Family
on
Sundays at 9:45 AM on Zoom
Link is on fumchartford.com
Sunday School page
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Greetings!
Family Promise is an organization that helps homeless and low-income families achieve sustainable independence. We work with a local chapter in West Bend. If you'd like to know
more about the program, please visit familypromise.org for more detailed information.
Our church's next hosting opportunity will be Sunday, January 10th - Saturday, January 16th.
Since COVID has hit our country, more families are in need of assistance. While we can't
host families physically in our church, there are still ways we can help.
Provide a meal - Meals will be collected and taken to Family Promise on Friday, January
8th, to be warmed during our hosting week. Meals may also be dropped off at the
Family Promise Center before 3pm during our hosting week.
Donate gift cards - Gift cards for gas (Shell, Kwik Trip, BP), groceries (Walmart), and West
Bend Taxi Service are all appreciated. Gift cards may be dropped off at church by Friday, January 8th.
Donate needed supplies - Needed supplies are updated on the Family Promise website
at https://familypromisewc.org/how-to-help/). These items may be dropped off at
church by Friday, January 8th, or delivered to the Family Promise Center directly.
"Adopt" an individual or family this holiday season - You will be provided with a wish list
of items from an individual or family. All gifts can be wrapped and returned to the
Family Promise Center by December 9th. If interested, please call Family Promise at
(262) 353-9304.
If you are interested in helping or have any questions, please contact Danielle Pezzino at
dcpezzino@outlook.com or 201-704-9428.
Thank you so much for supporting this program and for keeping these families in your prayers.
Gratefully,
Danielle Pezzino, Becky Cleland, and Sharon Cowan

P. 6

First United Methodist Church — Hartford, Wisconsin

DECEMBER 2020

Our “Masked Bells”
playing beautiful music

from the Hearth
Room.

Meet
Myla Ann Lichtensteiger
Born
November 9, 2020
At 10:21 a.m.
Weighing in at
8 lbs. 9 oz.
Congratulations to All!
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VIM OPPORTUNITES IN 2021
An old Yiddish proverb says in effect, “Man makes plans and God laughs.” This has certainly been the case this past year. However, to do nothing would not help so we are going
to make plans and hope God approves. We understand that some of you will not want to
travel, that's fine. Covid protocols and we will follow the guidelines of Wisconsin and of the
area we may be visiting as long as such restrictions may be necessary. PPE will be available
at all sites.
The following is a tentative list that we have put together. Keep in mind that any or all of
these trips may be changed or canceled as conditions require. We will need leaders and
cooks for these trips so this is your chance to jump in and be the 'Hands and Feet' of Christ.
January 23 -31

Marianna, FL—Poverty & storm recovery

February?
make desks, etc.

Midwest Mission Distribution Center Pawnee, IL —Assemble kits,

March

Marion, AL—Poverty recovery

April 17 – 23

Hinton Center, NC —Poverty recovery

May 9 -14

Pine Lake Camp —Maintenance, painting, cleaning

May 15

Chainsaw training at Pine Lake

June 20 -26

Red Cliff Reservation—Poverty recovery

July?

Iowa Storm recovery

September 26—Oct. 1 Camp Lucerne—Camp Maintenance
October 10 – 16

Detroit, MI CASS

If you would like to participate in an of the above outreach projects, please contact Lynnette
Jordan for more information how to become involved.
Lynnette.jordan.m0qu@statefarm.com
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12/1
12/1
12/1
12/2
12/4
12/4
12/6
12/7
12/7
12/7
12/8
12/8
12/9
12/9
12/9
12/9
12/10
12/11
12/12
12/12
12/13
12/14
12/14
12/17
12/17
12/18
12/19
12/20
12/21
12/22
12/23
12/24
12/25
12/25
12/25
12/26
12/27
12/28
12/31
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Daniel Salseider
Shannon Brandt
Myra Ligtht
JaLaya Montgomery
Evelyn Antonopaulos
Sandra Mampe
Michael O’Kroley
RoGene McKeithen
David Hoxworth
Anita Roemer
Tabitha Bryzek
Judy Bartlow
Roland Garlock
Kloe Moser
`
Irene Wilson
Joel Staus
Zackary Kohlman
Jenna Marti
Susan Roemer
Richard Purman
Sylvia Myers
Stephanie Lane
Brady Precord
Donna Breselow
Tom Lepien
Gerald Staus
Brittany Held
Wayne Breselow
Viveanne Hahn
Alex Jordan
Benjamin Purman
Stephanie Klockow
Larry Lubbert
Phyllis Cueller
Joyce Scadden
Angelo Pezzino
Michelle Baumgartner
Katie Bush
Dawn Schauer

12/14
12/19
12/23
12/23
12/27
12/29

Kurt & Mary Jo Langenecker
Marvin & Margaret Klippel
Kenneth & Kathy Lamb
Bob & Laura Wesner
Robert & Stephanie Klockow
Lee & Kim Morris
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738 West Monroe
Hartford, WI 53027
262-673-3290
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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DECEMBER 2020 NEWSLETTER

Thank you to all the Hospitality team members, Bob and Natalie Cleland and all who helped make this
happen!

