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AT THE CROSS
FUMC Mission Statement
“Making Disciples of Christ”

TAKE A LOOK . . .
New member pictures, ALB
and Finance updates, Stewardship, news from Paul Webster and much, much more!

From Pastor Cheryl
Missions
Children & Family Ministry
Paul Webster News
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CONTACT INFORMATION
First United Methodist Church
738 West Monroe Avenue
Hartford, 53027
262.673.3290
Pastor
Rev. Cheryl Weaver
Mon., Tues., Wed. morning office hours
pastorcweaver@yahoo.com
Director of Children’s & Family Ministries
Emilee Mooney Emilee.fumc@gmail.com
Office Hours: M-Th 8:30-12:30
Technology Coordinator
Guy Tuxhorn
gtuxhorn@sbcglobal.net
Office Managers
Robin Pfotenhauer & Connie Speiser
office@fumchartford.com
Office Hours: M-TH 8:30-3:30
Custodian
Brittany Held
Hours: M-Th 8:30-12:30
District Superintendent
Rev. Forrest Wells
Our Missionary
Betty Tschala, Zambia

Thursday April 1—Maundy Thursday
7:00 pm with commuion
Friday April 2—Good Friday
1 pm & 7pm
April 4th Easter Sunday
7:00 am
8:30 am

this service will be live streamed as well

10:45 am
**You do not need to register to come to worship but seating will be limited with masks required.

From the desk of Pastor Cheryl…..
Spring has sprung! At least what we call Spring in Wisconsin. It is a time for shedding our winter coats and embracing the warming sun. Spiritually it is a time when
we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord and Savior, and we remind ourselves of
who we are as “Easter People”. We move from the Lenten season of reflecting on
our faith journey to excitedly shouting “Christ has risen!”
The hymn (#304) “Easter People, Raise Your Voices” tells us to raise our voices,
that Christ has brought us heaven to earth, and that everyday to us is Easter. During these past few weeks,
we have been looking at what we say we believe as Christians and why it matters. There are many expressions of faith in God but what sets us apart is our belief in and worship of Jesus as Messiah. We proclaim
that Christ died for our sins, rose from the dead and ascended into heaven. God who created the universe
loves us so much that he came to earth as a human to show us how to live. We celebrate this as a “little
Easter” every day in our lives and we gather every week in church to punctuate that celebration and renew
our faith. I invite you to join us in our larger Easter Celebration on Sunday April 4th and I also encourage you
to remember we are Easter people and everyday to us is Easter! May it be so!
In the Love of the Risen Christ,
Pastor Cheryl
April 25th Earth Sunday and Garden Blessing!
On Sunday, April 25th we will celebrate “Earth Sunday” here at FUMC. Earth Day began in Wisconsin in the
1970s to draw awareness to the world around us and our impact on our environment. Here in the church, we
celebrate God’s creation and we also recognize how our lives impact the earth and what we are called to do
to protect our environment as Christians. We will sing, pray, and bless our Community Gardens during our
worship services! Join us at 8:30 or 10:45 AM.

Pastor Cheryl gone on vacation April 11-April 18. Please contact the office if you have any pastoral needs.
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FUMC News and Notes
FUMC ACCOUNTABLE LEADERSHIP BOARD
Jeanne Konrad
John Moscicki
Brian Swenson
Steve Alsum
Kathy Triick
Tim Kramoris
Glenn Lepien
Rob Bush
Carol Staus
At Large
At Large
At Large

Chair
Recording Secretary
Lay Leader
Lay Member to AC
SPRC Chair
SPRC
Trustee Chair
Trustee
Finance Representative
Lynnette Jordan
Michele Morin
Mary Jo Langenecker

Mission Team Update
The Mission Team has reactivated here at First United Methodist Church Hartford! We have chosen to
pursue a quarterly mission focus for 2021.

PERSONAL DIGNITY
KIT COLLECTION

The FUMC Mission Team is partnering with the Wisconsin United Methodist Conference and will be
collecting the following this spring:

Personal Dignity Kit
1 Bath Hand Towel - No kitchen towels
1 Bath Washcloth - No kitchen towels
1 Adult Toothbrush - No multipacks
1 Bar Soap – 3 - 4 oz.
1 Shampoo – 15 - 18 oz.
1 Deodorant – 2 - 3 oz. - stick, roll on, or pump
Place items in a 1-gallon re-sealable plastic bag
$2 for toothpaste and razor

For the first quarter we are distributing funds to support Ruby’s Pantry ($1,000). This service for the community is offered the 4th Tuesday afternoon of each
month at the Hartford Bible Church location.

You may put one or more whole kits together or just
purchase items separately. Thank you for supporting
this Mission!

In addition we are providing gas/grocery cards
($1,000 worth) to Washington County Human Services to support families in need along with Foster
families in the County.

Food for the Milwaukee Rescue Mission who serve
families who are struggling to put food on the table. Breakfast foods are in short supply. Some
breakfast item suggestions are:

Look for more information in next newsletter (and
how you can help!) as we begin focusing on the 2nd
Quarter Mission… The “in-gathering” kits and supplies…

·
·
·
·
·
·

If you would like to join the team please contact
Michele Morin or Mark Weaver…

Wisconsin
received 100
cleaning
buckets and
100 personal
dignity kits
recently!
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ALSO COLLECTING….

Pancake Mix
Waffle Mix
Muffin Mix
Syrup
Cereal
Shelf Stable Bacon

If anyone prefers to donate virtually, here is the
link: https://milmissiongiving.org/
The featured gifts are an ongoing need. Thank you
for your consideration and generosity!
There will be containers in the front entranceway
for donations coming soon!
Thanks for your support!
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PERU MISSION OPPORTUNITY
If you would like to donate to another round of
Peruvian food relief, you may do so through
FUMC. The funds will be used to purchase
rice, tuna, evaporated milk, oatmeal, noodles, lentils and other staples. This is the second round of relief for this country and is still
much needed. Please have a check written to FUMC and designate
this cause specifically in the memo, by Sunday, April 11th.

From the Finance Team...
Giving used to be simple. You would write a check or put cash in an envelope
and drop it in the plate on Sunday morning. There weren’t alternatives. But,
times have changed. People don’t write checks the way they used to.
In the space of a generation we went from handing an embossed credit card to a clerk who ran it through a
contraption and handed you a carbon form to sign. Then we learned to swipe cards (a whole new meaning
for that word). Before you knew it cards had chips and we inserted the card in the reader. And, yesterday I
received a new card that I can just wave at the reader. But, who needs a card? You can do all your banking
with the information on your smart phone.
Vanco, Venmo, EFT, Paypal, Facebook Pay. These are all names for systems of electronic payment. Perhaps
there are more. More and more churches are using systems like this to make giving easier.
A year ago our church implemented Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) to allow members to have their gifts taken directly from their bank accounts monthly. A number of people signed up and that system is working
smoothly. If you would like to try it contact the church office.
About the same time the coronavirus pandemic struck and we suspended Sunday services. We began posting sermon videos to YouTube and then live streaming services on Facebook. A curious thing happened. We
found we are serving not only our members, but new people who are finding our church.
How do we retain these people and encourage them to support the work of our church? The Finance Team is
looking at the alternatives mentioned above as ways to make it easy for people to give.
Have you used any of these electronic services? What ones work well? What not so well? We’d love to hear
from you about your experiences. You can contact me, Rod Bartlow, at bartlowr@gmail.com or 262-6446205. Or contact any other member of the Finance Team, Steve Alsum, Ann Conroy, Robin Pfotenhauer, Carol Staus, Brian Swenson, and Pastor Cheryl.
Rod Bartlow, Finance Chair
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First United Methodist Church — Hartford, Wisconsin

APRIL 2021

News from Emilee…

From the Desk of Emilee Mooney
April greetings, FUMC Family! A blessed Easter to each of you! My hope is that the renewal of life at
Easter brings new blessings of hope, love, peace, good health and happiness to you and your loved ones.
Embrace the renewal of life!
This month, Sunday School will be starting again on April 11th after our Spring Break and Easter Sunday.
We will be continuing to learn about Creation using different methods of teaching the 1 st - 5th graders.
Both groups have already completed the Storytelling rotation, and we will continue with Art, Games, and
Interaction Science Experiences. It has been wonderful seeing all the children again! I can’t believe
how tall many of them have gotten over the past year. Just a reminder, we do have an adult leader
scheduled to host high school coffee hour every scheduled Sunday. We haven’t seen the youth come
back to that time yet, but we hope and pray they will choose to return. I realize that you may have gotten comfortable on Sunday mornings watching the live Facebook broadcast from your home, but please
know we are HERE! We want to see you and your children!
Since it is April, I would like to put a little thought into you head…guess what’s coming?!
Vacation Bible School!!
We are already planning and we want this summer to be AWESOME! We need to have a core group of
people who are willing to plan, implement and help with VBS. If this is something you are interested in
or you feel God is calling you to help, just reach out to me! Also, this is a great opportunity for middle
school and high school students to get involved and earn service hours. VBS will be held June 21-24th at
FUMC from 4-7pm for children aged 3 years - 5th grades. Pass the word around, because as always,
EVERYONE is welcome!
Wishing you joy and many blessings,
Emilee Mooney
emilee.fumc@gmail.com
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Accountable Leadership Board Meeting Summary
March 8, 2021
The meeting was called to order and a prayer was shared.
Spiritual Learning
The group discussed why they belong to FUMC and had conversation about experiences at other churches.
The Board will continue to check in with each other to make sure we are attending to our spiritual needs.
Pastoral Updates
Four people will be joining the church later this month and the new member class is this Sunday.
Sunday School began on March 7th with 26 children attending.
Annual Conference will be held June 18th and 19th. General Conference has been postponed until
2022.
Holy Week planning is in full swing and details will be shared during worship and in other communication formats (Facebook, weekly updates, newsletter, etc.)
Fellowship Hall will be open to parents waiting for their children during Sunday School time.
Pastor Cheryl will be on vacation April 12th so the next ALB meeting will be April 19th at 7:00 p.m.
Sermons by Phone will now go live on Monday instead of noon on Sunday.
A new switch was purchased for the Tech area to improve internet reliability.
A Tech team was created to assess our overall needs. Brian Swenson and John Moscicki will be part of
the team.
We need to move tech work from Pastor Cheryl to someone else to allow her more time to do ministry.
Finance Team
The February Green Sheets were reviewed. The operating budget for the month had payments exceeding offering. Finance continues to monitor the situation.
Strategic Planning
Short Term Goals
Trustees looking into sizes and cost of a tent to use for worship and summer activities. Worship
team has asked to be part of the conversation for tent planning.
Long Term Goals
This planning process will begin when the church is fully open in order to involve the whole congregation.
Trustees
Diseased tree removal and replacement was discussed. Checking resources for removal and replacement questions.
Ministry Team Updates
Mission—team is planning quarterly projects. Doing collection for Personal Dignity Kit items.
Hospitality—thanks shared for all those involved with the very successful Mid-Winter meal.
Worship—the changes to in-person worship were reviewed. Choirs to begin rehearsals soon. Planning
for summer worship in progress.
Small Groups—need someone to coordinate small group activities. Contact Pastor Cheryl if interested.
Staff Parish Relations
Discussed need to address Tech issues. Looking into an outside consultant.
Next Meeting:
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MISSION UPDATE from PAUL WEBSTER...
Dear All,
As we move into the year, we are attempting to get Local Church Missions Committees
focused on the new plan for Virtual Itineration's. To that end, Wisconsin has been selected as one of two “Pilot” projects to see the best way we can help Local Churches and their Missions Committees
to become more proactive in reaching out to Missionaries in the field and helping them not only with our prayers, but
with Covenant Relationships.
To this end, they have set up a schedule of Virtual Itineration's and links to “StillinMission” Zoom events to help us all
get more familiar with using Zoom and how we can use it to make contact and learn more about selected Missionaries.
It so happens that in the Month of April there will be two Missionaries who have long had Support here in Wisconsin,
Myself, Paul L. Webster, and Nkemba Njungu. I will be presented on April 1st and Nkemba will be presented on April
29th.
Please spread the word among supporting as well as other churches who might be interested in supporting a Covenant Relationship with a new Missionary. Ask Missions Committee and other interested Church Members to Register
using the provided links below and attend the Virtual Zoom Meeting with “Still in Mission. If you find these meetings
interesting, you can then reach out directly to the Missionary and set up a personal Zoom meeting with them and your
Church Committee. Covid-19 is forcing us to change the way we do business, but don’t let it stop you from doing
Christ’s Great Commission in the world.

April 1, 2021

12:00 PM EDT

Registration Link: https://gbgm.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0lcu6prTopGd0BvvqaIRqEdr1NW_sp54iL
Paul Webster Mission Advocate, Special Project, Global Ministries United States
Princess Jusu Instructor at the UMC Women’s Training Center in Monrovia, Liberian Annual Conference, Liberia
Trisha Manns, Mission Advocate, Young Adult Mission Service, Global Ministries United States
Vincent Yohanna Lab Scientist Fellow, Ganta United Methodist Mission Station Liberia
April 29, 2021

12:00 PM EDT

Registration Link: https://gbgm.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYrfu2qrzosG9KINVeEPtS4yH6VLHj3WXMo
Anna Troy Director, Open Heart Ministries United States
Nancy Carew Instructor at the UMC Women’s Training Center, Liberian Annual Conference Liberia
Navya Hopkins Kids Worker, INSPIRE Germany
Nkemba Ndjungu Presbyter of the Stann Creek Circuit, MCCA Belize, Belize
Thanks,
Rev. Paul L. Webster, Conference Missions Secretary, Mission Advocate for Agriculture with Global Ministries
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STEWARDSHIP ARTICLE FROM THE
CONFERENCE
“The way of the righteous is like the first gleam of
dawn, which shines ever brighter until the full light of
day.” ~Proverbs 4:18, NLT

12th Annual Golf Outing
May 15, 2021

Join Family Promise on May 15, 2021, at West Bend
How is your Lent going? Does it feel long, dark, and Lakes Golf Club for the 12th Annual Golf Outing!
Registration includes lunch, two drink tickets, 18
empty? Lent can feel that way when we give up fun
activities or foods that we like. This year in particular, holes of golf with cart, dinner, and one super ticket,
which includes all hole competitions and entry for
we are also still dealing with the pandemic. Closed or the $10,000 hole-in-one contest.
limited occupancy to our favorite places, the need to
To register, please visit https://familypromisewc.org/
stay away from people, and the illness and death
rates all increase the feeling of darkness. But is that news-events/.
If you’re interested in donating to the Golf Outing rafit? Is that all there is? There is light ahead. Literally
fle, please contact Family Promise at (262) 353there is light ahead when you look at when the sun
9604.
sets in the next few weeks. The sun set at 7:37p.m.
at the end of March. It will set in April at 8:30p.m.
FUMC COMMUNITY
May: 9:17p.m. June: 9:34p.m. There are brighter
GARDEN NEWS!
days ahead. There is light ahead. On a dark morning,
the women will come to the tomb just to find it emp- Hey everybody! We have some
garden news for you!
ty. Christ arose! Christ arose! There is light ahead.
The virus will be beaten down. Our communities will We have the unique opportunity
open up. We will be able to see and hug our families this summer as we have several
plots available for rent. We would like to utilize every
again. Our church will open up again. But what will
plot this year so we need YOU! Would you like to garbe left of our church? What have we given to the
den this summer? Or, do you know anyone (friends,
church to sustain it during this long haul? How have
neighbors, relatives) who would like to give it a try?
we given of our time, talents, and treasures over the
There are many folks who will lend their expertise if
last few months… and how will we give for Easter
you are not a seasoned gardener and it’s a great way
and the next few months to make sure we can conto get away from the technology and spend time in
tinue our church’s mission and ministry? Be the light God’s great outdoors! We’ve also made many new
now so it can burn brighter later! Rev. Krystal
friends this way too.
Goodger, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
Please let us know if you are interested or point folks
“It’s better to have an impossible dream than no
our way if you know of anyone who would like to try
dream at all.”
this. The greatest joy for me is to be able to give our
extra produce to those in need through the food pantry and other venues. You could do this too. Please
prayerfully consider this opportunity and contact the
office if you feel the spirit moving in you!
Robin Pfotenhauer, FUMC garden team member
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04/17
04/20
04/21
04/23
04/24
04/26
04/27

Birthdays
04/02

04/06
04/07
04/08

04/10
04/12

04/14
04/15
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Jeanne Telderer
Kathy Proebsting
Josh Hogan
Pam Roggenbauer
Anika Lewek
Braelynn Martin
McAllister Dummer
Lauren Linehan
James Pillsbury
Caroline Daw
Evan Yustus
Kaidance Moser
Tim Purman
Joe Konrad
Carson Michalowski
Lynn Peters
Twyla Gartzke
Jay Triick
Skylar Garza
Debbie Wawrzyn
Brian Swenson
Susan Cox
Sandy Sterman

04/28
04/28
04/29
04/30

Tom Paine
Steven Daw
Leah Jochem
Lynnette Jordan
Tyler Richards
Tom Stephenson
Gail Rohde
Duncan Pillsbury
Cherie Zahn
Joyce Martin
Levi Linehan
Ann Conroy
Luke Kaminski
Tracy Loosen
Joyce Lackas
Guy Tuxhorn
Jacey Buege
Beth Wettstein
Lee Jones

Anniversaries
04/04
04/07
04/12
04/15
04/18
04/24
04/27

Richard & Gail Rohde
Michael & Kristen Mueller
Richard & Laura Marx
Ed & Nedra Johnson
Brian & Crystal Odenwald
Gerald & Carol Staus
Tom & Bev Schatz
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