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AT THE CROSS
FUMC Mission Statement
“Making Disciples of Christ”

TAKE A LOOK . . .
December Worship Schedule,
Advent Lunch, VIM update,
Family Promise January Update, Usher and Greeter
Schedule (we need you!)

From Pastor Cheryl
Hospitality
Children’s & Family Ministry
Finance info

DECEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Wed. Dec. 1: 6PM "MESSY Christmas!" Fellowship Hall
7PM Midweek (Wednesday) Advent Worship- Sanctuary
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Sun. Dec. 5: "A Sense of Home"
Wed. Dec. 8: 7PM Midweek Advent Worship
Sun. Dec. 12: 8:30 AM - Children's Christmas Program
10:45 AM - "A Home for All"

First United Methodist Church
738 West Monroe Avenue
Hartford, 53027
262.673.3290
Pastor
Rev. Cheryl Weaver
Mon., Tues., Wed. morning office hours
pastorcweaver@yahoo.com

Wed. Dec. 15: 7PM Midweek Advent Worship
Sun. Dec.19: "Home is Where the Heart Is"
Wed. Dec. 22: 7PM Longest Night/Blue Christmas

Director of Children’s & Family Ministries
Emilee Mooney Emilee.fumc@gmail.com
Office Hours: M-Th 8:30-12:30

Poinsettias

Technology Coordinator
Guy Tuxhorn
gtuxhorn@sbcglobal.net

If you would like to donate a poinsettia in honor or memory of someone at
Christmas, please bring own plant here by the 19th of December and let us
know who you are honoring. The church is not purchasing them
for you.

Office Managers
Robin Pfotenhauer & Connie Speiser
office@fumchartford.com
Office Hours: M-TH 8:30-3:30
Custodian
Brittany Held
Hours: M-Th 8:30-12:30
District Superintendent
Rev. Forrest Wells
Our Missionary
Mujila Falls, Zambia

The Giving Tree
The Giving Tree is up! This year in addition to purchasing gifts
through the Hartford Christmas Committee, we will be providing
gifts to three families from the Gingerbread House (an organization in West
Bend that helps local families). The tree is in the Hearth Room.
Please choose a tag(s), purchase one or more gifts and bring unwrapped
with the tags(s) attached by December 9th, 2021. The Christmas Committee
will be organizing everything on the weekend of December 11th and 12th so
we must have the gifts to them on the 10th. The church is not open on the
10th so drop off should be by the 9th. Thank you for your donations!

From the desk of Pastor Cheryl…..
I’m writing this December newsletter message before we’ve even thought about
thawing out the turkey! We are coming into the holiday season, a time when some
of us get caught up in the excitement of Christmas with all its trimmings; presents, family gatherings, lights, trees, carols, and all the fun that comes with
them. Sometimes Advent gets lost in all of the celebration. I’m not saying we
shouldn’t celebrate or decorate or have fun, but what I am saying is that Advent is
an important part of the season. During Advent we prepare. We prepare our
hearts for the coming of Christ.
I went to our umcdiscipleship.org page to see what they had to say about Advent
and here’s what I found: Advent is an invitation. For many, it is the invitation to
get into that Christmas spirit, to count down the days to the grand celebration, and let the holiday transform
everything around us. We’re not all about Christmas, the holiday, about December 25 with all the jingle bells
and tinsel. We are about Christmas, the Mass of Christ, the celebration of the Incarnate one who comes to
remind us that we are not alone, and God is with us. We are about the longing for the coming kin-dom, where
we will study war no more, where people will walk in the light, where joy will be found, and love with be the tie
that binds us together. That’s the home for which we long. That’s the invitation this Advent season to your
church and the world: “Come home for Christmas.” Coincidentally, we are using “Home” as the theme for our
Advent season this year as well. We will be exploring several themes around “home”, such as “Home for
Christmas”, “Home is Where the Heart Is”, and “Invited Home”. Our Advent Lunch this year is also using this
theme. I think because so many of us missed home and our traditions last year, we are reflecting extra hard
this year about what really matters and how our faith life and faith community are our “home”. Please join
us this Advent as we prepare the “home in our hearts” for the in-breaking of God into our world. We will have
our Sunday morning Advent worship, as well as a Wednesday evening 7PM-7:30PM contemplative service.
Be sure to check out the worship schedule in this newsletter.
From my home to yours- wherever that may be, Merry Christmas!

THANK YOU FROM PASTOR Cheryl Weaver
I want to thank you, the congregation, for the beautiful necklace I was given on Sunday, October 31st for Pastor Appreciation month (October). I am so grateful for all of you! Blessings! Pastor Cheryl

Our worship schedule for December:
December 5

A Sense of Home

December 12

A Home for All (Children’s Christmas Program at early service only))

December 19

Home is Where the Heart Is

December 24

Invited Home 4 PM & 7 PM

December 26

Chosen Home ONE SERVICE at 9:30 AM
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FUMC News and Notes for December 2021
FUMC ACCOUNTABLE LEADERSHIP BOARD
Jeanne Konrad
John Moscicki
Brian Swenson
Steve Alsum
Kathy Triick
Tim Kramoris
Glenn Lepien
Rob Bush
Carol Staus
Lynnette Jordan
Michele Morin
Mary Jo Langenecker

Chair
Recording Secretary
Lay Leader
Lay Member to AC
SPRC Chair
SPRC Rep.
Trustee Chair
Trustee Rep.
Finance Representative
At Large
At Large
At Large

Congratulations to the wedding couple –
Rachel Johnson and Mike Davis, who will
be married on December 4th.

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS:
Mary Beth Stevenson
Ele & Bill Mack

Congratulations to Christian William Pezzino and
Carver Douglas Schlotthauer
who were baptized in November!

NOTE: FUMC CHARGE CONFERENCE
MONDAY DECEMBER 6TH-6:30 PM

News from the Church Nursery
You may have noticed the church nursery opened in November. I would like to welcome our two newest nursery
employees: Isabelle Navarre and Natalie Sutheimer.
Both ladies have a long history of babysitting and are
wonderful with children of all ages. The nursery is open
starting at 8:15am through the end of second service on
Sundays. A couple things to note about nursery care;
Children aged birth to 6 years old are welcome.
Please sign your child in each week on the weekly
attendance sheets.
If your child is not feeling well, please keep them
home with you.
Please remind your child they should help clean-up
the toys after they are done playing.
Here are a few fun facts about Natalie:
Favorite Activity: Swimming
Favorite Color: Purple
Favorite Movie: Princess and the Frog
Favorite Food: Cheese Curds
Favorite Animal: Polar Bear
Favorite Subject: Social Studies
Favorite Song: Hey There Delilah
Here are a few fun about Isabelle:
Favorite Activity: Soccer
Favorite Color: Purple
Favorite Movie: Beauty and the Beast
Favorite Food: Ice Cream
Favorite Animal: Dog
Favorite Subject: Medical Sciences
Favorite Song: Since U Been Gone

MONETARY DONATIONS TO FUMC FOR 2021
The counting team will be doing its final counting and deposit for 2021 on Monday December 27th. Please try to have
all donations for this year in to the office by 8:30 on that
morning. If you have a special circumstance, please let us
know in advance so that we can work with you. We could do
a late deposit on the 30th if needed but would like to avoid it
if possible.
Thank you all for your continued support of FUMC. Our ministry to its members and this community (and beyond) is crucial in these times. We hope you will continue to support
FUMC in the coming years.
Blessings to you all!
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FAMILY PROMISE INFO for January
Family Promise Opportunity in January
FUMC’s next “hosting” opportunity will be Sunday, January 16th - Saturday, January 23rd.
While we aren't hosting families physically in our church, there are still ways we can help.
Provide a meal - Meals will be collected here at church and taken to Family Promise on the
Friday before our week starts. A Sign-up Genius list will be created when we get closer to January.
Donate gift cards - Gift cards for groceries (Walmart/Meijer), gas (Shell, Kwik Trip, BP), and West Bend
Taxi Service are all appreciated. Gift cards may be dropped off at church or one of the contacts below.
Donate needed supplies - Needed supplies are updated on the Family Promise website at https://
familypromisewc.org/how-to-help/). These items may be dropped off at church by the Friday before
our week starts, or delivered to the Family Promise Center directly.
If you are interested in helping or have any questions, please contact Scott Warren at
swarren970@gmail.com, 414-587-1324 or Kate Warren at katydyds@gmail.com 262-689-7024.
Thank you so much for supporting this program and for keeping these families in your prayers.
Gratefully,
Scott Warren, Kate Warren and Becky Cleland

From the Desk of Hospitality…
Home for Christmas – I am so excited to be “home” at First United Methodist
Church this Christmas. It is amazing how much we take for granted until it is missing. For me, singing and music are a significant part of worship, second to fellowship. For over 35 years, FUMC has been so supportive of me and my family, and I
really missed my church family last year. It is such a joy to be able to sing together,
worship, pray, and have fellowship together again! It is so great to be HOME!
Christmas Parade – Wow, we won 1st place for religious floats! First, I would like to thank the Bidwell Family who
works so hard on the float every year. I’d also like to extend a special thank you to all who participated this year: Karen, Greg, and Ethan Bidwell, Jeanne Konrad, Melony Berling, Liz Yustus, Brian Swenson, Deb Anderson, Maleah
Thompson-Balough, Angelo and Aiden Pezzino, Karen’s friend Ann and her grandson Connor, Pastor Cheryl & Mark
Weaver and their grandson Bentley, Rod Bartlow, and Steve Dummer and his children. We also appreciate those who
donated to the candy fund through coffee hour and other donations.
Coffee Hour – You were called, and you replied!
Thank you to everyone who has signed up to host Coffee hour. Please continue to check the calendar and help us
keep it full. You can designate the proceeds from coffee hour for any mission/or ministry team you would like it to go
to. Another option is designating money towards paying off the debt of the kitchen remodel. Just fill out the envelope
with your group name and where you want the funds to go.
If you have questions about hosting coffee hour, please contact me at victoriatriick@gmail.com, 262-224-2442 or
Jeanne Konrad at jlkonrad78@gmail.com, 269-615-1569.
Victoria Triick, Hospitality Team
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** News from Emilee Mooney **
How are we already in December?! I don’t know about you, but this entire year has flown by! Maybe it’s because
we are staying so busy at FUMC with a lot of fun activities. Let’s take a look what is in store for the month of December:
December 3rd: Messy Church will be from 6-7:30pm. There will be a Hot Cocoa bar, worship, food, crafts AND an
opportunity for you to visit with Santa! Please feel free to bring your camera!
December 12th: Children’s Christmas Program will take place at FUMC in the sanctuary. Please join us to hear
about The Amazing Story of Christmas and raise your voice in song to sing traditional Christmas hymns. Bring
your cameras to capture these precious moments.
December 5th and 19th: Sunday School will take place on these dates for the month of December.
Having this role at FUMC, does not come lightly to me. I love interacting with your children and thank God that I
am able to do this job. Thank you for allowing your children to join us week after week, and trusting us to share
the Good News with your children.
I wish you all a Blessed and Merry Christmas.
Blessings,
Emilee Mooney
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December 19

December 26

9:30

Jeanne Konrad

HELP NEEDED

Schlotthauer Family

HELP NEEDED

Amanda & Drew
Lichtensteiger

Ruth & Larry Redeker

Dave Bohovsky
Ed & Nedra Johnson

7:00 pm

Bob Cleland

Barb Klockow

Tony Andereck

Dan Mooney

HELP NEEDED

Mary Beth
Stevenson

Jay & Victoria Triick

HELP NEEDED

Marty Gienke
John & Linda Moscicki

Mary Beth
Stevenson

Dawn Schauer

USHERS

LITURGISTS

4:00 pm

10:45

8:30

10:45

8:30

Help Needed

10:45

December 12

Mooney Family

8:30

December 5

GREETERS

TIME

ACOLYTES

Natalie Sutheimer

No Nursery Care

No Nursery Care

Isabelle Navarre

Isabelle Navarre

Natalie Sutheimer

Natalie Sutheimer

Isabelle Navarre

Isabelle Navarre

NURSERY

Ministry Schedule for DECEMBER 2021

DATE

Christmas Eve
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9:30 worship

26

9:30 Budget rollout
9:45 Sunday School
10 Men’s Choir
10:45 Worship

19 8:30 Worship

8:30 Worship
9:30 Budget rollout
10 Men’s Choir
10:45 Worship

27

6:30 Hospitality
Team

20

28
10 TOPS

6:30 Bell Choir

21
10 TOPS

6:30 Bell Choir

10 TOPS

13

12 Children’s Program

6 Trustee Team
6:30 ALB

14

6:30 FUMC Charge
Conference

within the 8:30 service

6:30 Bell Choir

6

7
10 TOPS
11:30 am Caring Ministry
Team

Tuesday

8:30 Worship
9:30 Budget rollout
9:45 Sunday School
10 Men’s Choir
10:45 Worship

Monday

5

Sunday

29

7 Blue Christmas
Worship
7:30 Chancel Choir

22

7 Advent Worship
7:30 Chancel Choir

15

7 Advent Worship
7:30 Chancel Choir

8

7 Advent Worship
7:30 Chancel Choir

6 Messy Church

1

Wednesday

30

23

16

9
Giving Tree gifts
Due by 3:30 pm
today

10:30 Staff Meeting

2

Thursday

31

7 Worship

4 Worship

24

17

10

3

Friday

25

11 am Hartford—
Community Lunch
Desserts needed

18

11 11 am:

4
Rachel Johnson
& Mike Davis
wedding

Saturday

DECEMBER 2021 Calendar

Accountable Leadership Board Meeting Summary
November 8, 2021
The meeting was called to order and members shared something they were thankful for or a God Moment.
Spiritual Learning
Pastor Cheryl shared thoughts from the book that the ALB is reading, Being the Church in a Post-Pandemic
World by Kay Kotan. Changes that have happened in the past 18 months make it even more important for
the church to move out into the community, to try new things, and engage those who are not connected to
the church. Other members shared reflections from the book.
Pastoral Updates
An informal visioning session for the congregation, “The Next Chapter”, will be held on Sunday, November
21st at 8:30, before the 9:30 service. The Harvest meal will follow the worship service.
Finance Team
The October Green Sheets were reviewed. For the month, payments exceeded receivings.
Based on a recommendation from the Finance Team, the ALB voted to postpone our November and December apportionment payments until January.
The draft 2022 budget was reviewed and discussed. With minor changes, the Board voted to move the draft
budget forward to the congregation for the December 6th Charge Conference.
Budget information sessions will be held on Sunday, 11/28 and 12/5 between worship services.
Technology Update
Two bids for the sanctuary audio/visual updates were received. The options were discussed with the congregation on 10/24 and were well received. Funding options are being pursued.
We continue to experience technology issues with our office computers/network/phones. Our 2 current internet providers are being consulted and the option of one provider is being reviewed.
Trustees
A member would like to donate a tree. Glenn will talk with the member regarding possible locations.
Church property line concerns were discussed. Information and pricing on a survey is being investigated
Ministry Team Updates
Christian Education—Middle School Youth group met in October and will be meeting monthly.
Mission—the 4th quarter project is support for the Hartford Christmas Committee as well as 3-4 needy families. Details about how the congregation can help will be shared. The VIM group is back from Peru and a
trip report will be shared with the congregation.
Hospitality—we continue to look for Coffee Hour hosts. Advent Luncheon is scheduled for 12/11
Worship—the theme for Advent is “Home”. There will be 4 contemplative Wednesday night worship services. Christmas Eve services will be at 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. One worship service on 12/26.
Faith Groups—A Walk Fit Group is being organized. Details to follow.
Staff Parish Relations
The ALB accepted with regret the resignation of the Music Director. The position will be posted.
The ALB discussed and voted to use Vickney Accounting to create our financial reports beginning January 1st.
The Financial Secretary will continue to manage the church receivings and Connie Speiser will handle the
accounts payable function.
The ALB voted to add Connie Speiser as an authorized signer on our Forte Bank checking account.
Next Meeting:
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Finance Team Update
The Finance Team completed its work on the 2022 Operating Budget and sent it on to the Accountable
Leadership Board for its review and approval. Informational sessions on the budget will be between services
on November 28 and December 5. Please join us for these.
Faith Promise Cards were mailed to all members in early November. These give the opportunity to demonstrate your financial commitment to support the work of the church. Some people reported not receiving a
card. If you did not receive one contact the office. Please prayerfully consider your commitment and return
the card as soon as possible.
Through the worst days of the corona virus pandemic giving remained strong. However, over the last few
months giving has lagged compared to 2020 and 2019 (see graph). Please consider making an additional
gift in December to finish the year in a strong position.
Thank you, Rod Bartlow Chair
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THREE RECENT JOB POSTINGS FOR FUMC
First United Methodist Church of Hartford is seeking a part-time Chancel Choir/Music Director. This person is responsible for directing and managing all aspects of the Chancel Choir (the
church’s adult SATB choir) and coordinating worship music programming to support the mission and ministries of the church.
Qualifications
Education and/or training in vocal music and/or music performance.
Knowledge of Christian music, church music and worship traditions is preferred.
Organization and communication skills, including use of print and electronic media.
Able to work with individuals of all ages and abilities.
Duties
Direct the Chancel Choir including music selection, rehearsals and performances.
Coordinate performance schedules for all choirs with the pastor, church organist and other
church staff.
Schedule other worship music as needed.
Collaborate with and support the work of the other choir directors, the organist, and the
Worship Team.
Work with office staff to schedule piano tuning and organ maintenance.
Compensation will be based on experience and training. Successful candidates will be required
to successfully complete a background check.
To apply send a letter of interest and qualifications along with a resume to
kathytriick@gmail.com or by mail to Kathy Hack, First United Methodist Church, 738 W. Monroe St., Hartford, WI 53027.
**********************
First United Methodist Church of Hartford is seeking a part-time Custodian. This person is responsible for maintaining a clean, safe environment that supports the ministries, worship services and activities of the church. The position offers flexible scheduling and averages 10-12
hours per week.
Qualifications
Previous commercial or residential cleaning experience is preferred, as well as knowledge of
cleaning products and equipment.
The ability to work independently and schedule work around the activities in the building.
Able to lift moderate amounts, walk and stand for extended periods of time, and read and
follow written directions.
Ability to work with the pastor and other staff to help support the mission of the church.
Duties
Maintain floors, including hard-surface and carpeted areas.
Maintain wood surfaces, counter tops and furniture.
Clean and sanitize bathrooms.
Empty trash and recycling and put out for pick-up.
Maintain inventory of needed cleaning supplies and equipment and work with office staff for
ordering.
Light maintenance as needed; i.e., replace lightbulbs, fill oil reservoirs of sanctuary candles,
etc.
Identify needed repairs and bring them to the attention of the pastor or the Property Management Team.
Compensation will be an hourly wage based on experience. Successful candidates will be required to successfully complete a background check.
SEE MORE ON PAGE 11
P. 10

First United Methodist Church — Hartford, Wisconsin

DECEMBER 2021

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10
To apply send a letter of interest and qualifications along with a resume to
kathytriick@gmail.com or by mail to Kathy Hack, First United Methodist Church, 738 W. Monroe St., Hartford, WI 53027.
*****************************
First United Methodist Church of Hartford is seeking a part-time Youth Ministry Coordinator. This person is responsible for planning, coordinating and participating in the youth ministry programming for middle and high school age youth with a focus on supporting and increasing their faith and personal development.
Qualifications
 Relates well to youth and adults.
 Has experience developing and implementing youth programming.
 Is mature in Christian faith, responsible and emotionally mature.
 Able to work in coordination with others.
 Proficiency with computers and social media is preferred.
Has knowledge of and willingness to follow Safe Sanctuary policies.
Duties
 Work in coordination with the pastor, Youth and Family Ministries Director, youth and their
parents to plan programming that supports youth faith and personal development.
 Develop a core team of adult volunteers to support the youth programming.
 Create a comprehensive ministry to reach youth in a variety of formats.
Communicate youth programming using print and electronic media.
Compensation will be based on experience. Successful candidates will be required to successfully complete a background check.
To apply, send a letter of interest and qualifications along with a resume to
kathytriick@gmail.com or by mail to Kathy Hack, First United Methodist Church, 738 W. Monroe St., Hartford, WI 53027.

RECENT VIM TRIP TO PERU
Lynnette Jordan and her son Anthony are pictured. A more detailed follow up article will be forthcoming.
Thanks to all who helped send supplies with them!
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738 West Monroe
Hartford, WI 53027
262-673-3290
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

First United Methodist Church – Hartford, Wisconsin

First United Methodist Church • Hartford, Wisconsin

DECEMBER 2021 NEWSLETTER

