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AT THE CROSS
FUMC Mission Statement
“Making Disciples of Christ”

TAKE A LOOK . . .
MEET OUR NEW ALB MEMBERS, CHECK OUT OUR
GREAT FINANCE REPORT,
SEE WHAT’S COMING UP
THIS WINTER!

From Pastor Cheryl
Building Loan Appeal
Children & Family Ministry
Hospitality

CONTACT INFORMATION
First United Methodist Church
738 West Monroe Avenue
Hartford, 53027
262.673.3290
Pastor
Rev. Cheryl Weaver
Mon., Tues., Wed. morning office hours
pastorcweaver@yahoo.com
Director of Children’s & Family Ministries
Emilee Mooney Emilee.fumc@gmail.com
Office Hours: M-Th 8:30-12:30
Technology Coordinator
Guy Tuxhorn
gtuxhorn@sbcglobal.net
Office Managers
Robin Pfotenhauer & Connie Speiser
office@fumchartford.com
Office Hours: M-TH 8:30-3:30
Music Director
James Gottfried
Custodian
Josh Thompson
District Superintendent
Rev. Forrest Wells
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Recipe for Repayment
Work together to liquidate our kitchen loan!
Recipe: (noun) a formula or procedure to achieve a desired objective
or goal.
Recipes don’t turn out without key ingredients and the correct measurements. Our congregation and members of First United Methodist
Church are an important ingredient in our ability to pay off our loan
balance on the kitchen remodel project. This month we are kicking off
our Recipe for Repayment campaign to reduce our dept. and payoff
the balance of the loan.
A contributing family has challenged our congregation to rise to the
challenge. We’ll receive matching funds, dollar-for-dollar, up to
$50,000 from this family.
Here are ways you can contribute towards the effort:
1. Indicate contributions on Sunday offering on your envelope.
2. Contribute online: Building Loan Contribution
3. Call the office with contribution commitment
Throughout the quarter, watch for updates on fundraising efforts, how
you can contribute and progress toward our goal.

From the desk of Pastor Cheryl…..
It’s February- that time of the year when the Holidays are behind us, Spring and Summer seem so far away and the sunny days here in Wisconsin are sparse. We’re also
one month shy of two years of dealing with COVID and all that goes with it. I get it.
We’re tired. It feels like we started out two years ago running a sprint and somehow in
the middle we realized it was a marathon. The word psychologists are using to describe a state of mind that is not flourishing because of all that is happening in the
world, is “languishing”. I do think we all have days when we “languish”. But our Christian faith tells us we have hope and it is living into this hope that we are focusing on
here at FUMC.
This month in worship we are moving from Paul’s letters to the church in Corinth to a
Bible focused study of things we think are in the Bible but aren’t. We will take a look at
some common phrases that we see on social media or even say ourselves that maybe
aren’t as helpful as we think. And then we will learn about alternative ways to approach situations using solid Biblical references. I’m hoping we can all learn from each other and continue to live in a
community that supports each other. During this month I also encourage you to join us in person or online (however
you feel comfortable) and reflect on your Spirit-given gifts- what can you bring to our community of faith? If you need
ideas about how to plug in, contact me I would be happy to help!
Wishing you blessings,

Year End Finance Summary
The Finance Team is pleased to report that with very strong
giving in December the church finished the year with a positive balance. December receipts for the operating budget
were $55,534, the highest in the last five years. It’s common for church giving to be highest at year end, but this
was extraordinary.
For all of 2021 income was $277,078 compared to operating expenses of $258,166 leaving an operating surplus of
$18, 912. This compares to 2020 when we finished with a
surplus only because of a grant from the Payroll Protection
Plan.
Being cautious about the year end result the church delayed making November and December Apportionment
payments to the Conference. With this strong finish this
amount of $7,202 has now been paid.
The Finance Team thanks everyone in the church for their
strong support in 2021. We look forward to continuing success in 2022.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR
GIFTS!
Congratulations! The Finance
Team and the ALB would like to
thank all those who were able to
help us come out in the black with
our finances in 2021. For a while we were way behind but you stepped up and we have a plus balance!
Thanks also for those who have already made gifts
to the Building Loan Match (kitchen) and to the Tech
Fund. We so appreciate your support as we go forward into another year! Give yourself a pat on the
back!!

Respectfully submitted,
Rod Bartlow, Finance Chair
February 2022
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FUMC News and Notes
Writing the Next Chapter here
at FUMC Hartford!
On Sunday, November 21st the leadership team held roundtable discussions with folks from the congregation and asked
them about their vision for our community of faith. All of that
data was entered into a spreadsheet and duplicates were removed. Listed below are the things that came out of those conversations. In March our church will launch what is called a
“Break-through Prayer Initiative” where we will be hyperfocused on praying for what God is calling us to be and do as a
church. Please read through the information below and if you
have any comments or things you would like to add, please
contact Pastor Cheryl or the office and we will add your information. All of the responses will be used in our “Break-through
Prayer Initiative”. Join us as we vision together to be a part of
God’s Kingdom right here in Hartford!
Strengths of this Community of Faith
Family
Reinforcing values & Faith
Community involvement/Outreach/Missions
Strong leadership-pastor/ALB
Friendship/Companionship
Not dictated too- allowed to think for yourself
Open Door/Open Mind/Open Communion
Kid's programming
Music programming
History of our congregation
Welcoming congregation
Significant Challenges
Membership/Attendance
Relationship w/Conference
Need to be friendlier to new members/welcoming team
Need a youth ministry leader
More active on Social media
Need more folks involved/not a priority
Covid and comfort of not attending in building
What Should Not Change
Coffee Hour
Traditional Service
Music
Thursday summer outdoor worship
Broadcasting of services
Phone services
Old Hymns
Structure of the service
Children's messages
Involvement in community
The pastor! We are in a good place
pastorally
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Changes we should consider
Host outdoor services regularly
Build a place outdoors for this
Book Groups
Middle age adult involvement
Reach out more?
Reach out to college age students
Change how we reach out to youth
Need to get data on those we are not reaching
Encourage talking to neighbors/friendsINVITE!
Prayer- Break through Prayer Initiative
Marketing the church
Weeknight worship year-round
More effort to welcome visitors
Parent fellowship during SS
More fellowship opportunities
Website needs to be updated

2022 ACCOUNTABLE LEADERSHIP
BOARD

Jeanne Konrad
John Moscicki
Brian Swenson
Steve Alsum
Kathy Triick
Tim Kramoris
Glenn Lepien
Rob Bush
Carol Staus
David Schlotthauer
Amanda Lichtensteiger
Mary Jo Langenecker
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Accountable Leadership Board Meeting Summary
January 10, 2022
The meeting was called to order and opened with a prayer.
Spiritual Learning
A meditation on Psalm 103 was shared.
Pastoral Updates
Confirmation Class will be held on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday evenings at 6:00 p.m.
Mid-week Lenten Services will begin on Wednesday, March 2nd at 7:00 p.m.
An on-line 2nd Sunday Social following the 8:30 service will be hosted. All are welcome to participate.
The consolidated data from the Next Chapter visioning sessions was distributed and discussed. For February
members were asked to choose 3 items from the “Changes We Should Consider” column and think about how
they could be implemented and what role they would like to take.
2022 ALB Meeting Schedule
In order to accommodate the change in financial reporting, the Finance Team has asked if the ALB meetings can
be moved to the 3rd Monday of the month. This will allow the Finance Team to meet on the 2nd Monday and
both groups will have the most current data to review. This will begin in February.
Finance Team
The December Green Sheets were reviewed and offerings exceeded payments for the month and year.
The Board voted to pay the November and December 2021 postponed apportionment payments.
Based on a positive year end, the Board reviewed the proposed 2022 budget and made some small adjustments.
This version of the budget will be presented at the January 16t h congregational meeting.
The Board discussed the Building Loan Challenge that will take place during the first quarter of the year. Themes
were discussed. Amanda will send out theme and graphic options for input.
Input from the congregation on the possible sale of the vacant lot on Harrison St at the January 16 th meeting.
Technology Update
A funding request to the Schauer Foundation is being developed for submission later this month.
Waiting for pricing on the office technology updates for inclusion in the funding request.
Trustees
The dead tree has been removed and Glenn and Mike Lane cleaned up the brush and debris.
Ministry Team Updates
Christian Education—no update.
Mission—a new ALB representative to this team will be chosen.
Hospitality—Coffee Hour hosts are needed. A soup tasting event will be held on February 13th.
Worship—meeting planned in the next month.
Faith Groups—no update.
Staff Parish Relations
The custodial position has been filled. Interviews for the Music Director/Sr. Choir position have been completed. The
Youth Coordinator applicant will be interviewed later in January.
Next Meeting: Monday, February 21st, 2022, 6:30 p.m. (Note date change)
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News from Emilee...
Hello FUMC Family! February greetings to all of you. This month is going to be a fun-filled time
for a lot of us, here we go…
Join us for MESSY CHURCH on February 2nd from 6:00-7:30pm. All are welcome! A time for adults, children
(and everyone in-between) to gather for dinner, a story, and crafts.
SOUPER BOWL of CARING comes to an end on February 13th, which happens to coincide with SuperBowl
Sunday! Bring in your soup cans or monetary donation & we will have the final total of each available the
following the Sunday. I will also log our results with the NFL campaign & we can Tackle Hunger together! All
of our donations will be going to the Hartford Food Pantry.
Valentine’s Day is on February 14th. Try to make time to tell someone you care about what it is about them
that you love.
MIDDLE GRADE YOUTH GROUP meets on February 16th from 5:30-7pm in Fellowship Hall. If your child is
between the ages of 5th grade-8th grade, encourage them to join us. The kids have been having
a fun time and love being able to be together. A simple dinner is served.
Please reach out to me with any questions, concerns or ideas! I would love to hear from you.
Blessings, Emilee Mooney 262.673.3290
emilee.fumc@gmail.com

MEET OUR 2 NEW ALB MEMBERS:
AMANDA AND DAVID!
AMANDA LICHTENSTEIGER wanting to get more involved to give back to our new
Family: Drew (husband),
Braelynn (5), Tenley (5) and
Mylah (1.5). Been a member at
FUMC since: April 2016 .
Hobbies/Interests: Being a
mom of three young kids, it
doesn’t leave a lot of free time!
Much of my “free time” revolves around my family. I grew
up on a dairy farm in Monroe,
WI and have a born passion for
the dairy industry. Fulltime, I
am a Strategic Marketing Manager for Cargill Animal Nutrition
– Dairy. When schedules and time allows we also enjoy
going down to Monroe to hang out at the farm. I also enjoy
staying active playing volleyball, indoor boot camps and
am also a fair-weather runner. My goal this year is to run a
10K .

church family. Additionally, the kids really enjoy the
youth programs and love seeing them exited to be involved in church activities. I’m looking forward to getting to know the members of the church better and be a
part of the team guiding the church forward.

DAVID SCHLOTTHAUER
Family: Katie (Wife), Elora (3), Carver ( >1) .
Been a member at FUMC since: 1988. Parents and other
extended family belong here
as well.
Hobbies/Interests: I enjoy
working with my Dad at
Douglas Jeweler and spending time with my family traveling and on Big Cedar Lake,
Avid badger fan…

Why I am a member of the
Leadership team: I feel like I
Why I am a member of the Leadership team: I grew up
could add a unique perspecgoing to Clarno United Methodist Church and have been a
tive as someone who has
part of the UMC family my entire life. Growing up in a
been in this church my
small rural community, your church family was also a big
whole life and is now raising
part of your life . Since becoming members of the church,
my children in our church
we have always felt welcomed by everyone and I’ve been
too.
February 2022
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February 27

February 20

Norah & Lydia Bush

10:45

10:45

8:30

Patty Getz

Aiden Pezzino

10:45

8:30

Ella Michalowski
Norah, Clare and
Adeline Mooney

8:30

Nora & Lydia Bush

10:45

February 13

Tim Kramoris
Marty??

USHERS

8:30

LITURGISTS

February 6

GREETERS

TIME

DATE

ACOLYTES

NURSERY

Ministry Schedule for FEBRUARY 2022
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9:30 Coffee Hour,
9:40 Sunday School,
9:45 Confirmation,
10 Men’s Choir

27 8:30 Worship

9:30 Coffee Hour,
9:40 Sunday School,
9:45 Confirmation,
10 Men’s Choir
10:45 Worship

20 8:30 Worship

28

6:30 Bell Choir

6:00 Trustees
6:30 ALB
6:30 Hospitality

22

6:30 Bell Choir

10 TOPS

15

6:30 Bell Choir

10 TOPS

8

6:30 Bell Choir

10 TOPS

1

Tuesday

10 TOPS

Monday

7:30 Chancel Choir

23

5:30 Middle Youth Group
6:00 Confirmation
7:30 Chancel Choir

16

er Initiative meeting
7:30 Chancel Choir

6:30 Breakthrough Pray-

9

7:30 Chancel Choir

6 Messy Church
6 Confirmation

2

Wednesday

24

17

10

3

Thursday

25

18

11

4

Friday

Saturday

11 Hartford
Community Lunch—
donate a dessert if
able
12-1 Clothes???

26

19

12

5

FEBRUARY 2022

NEWSLETTER
ARTICLE DEADLINE

21

14

13 8:30 Worship

9:30 Coffee Hour, 9:40
Sunday School, 9:45
Confirmation, 10 Men’s
Choir, 10:45 Worship
11:45 SOUPER LUNCH
Zoom Coffee Hour!

7

8:30 Worship
9:30 Coffee Hour,
9:40 Sunday School,
9:45 Confirmation,
10 Men’s Choir
10:45 Worship

6

*Please note that the
2nd Sunday of every
month will include a
Zoom meeting
Coffee Hour!

Sunday

First United Methodist Church
738 W. Monroe Avenue
Hartford, WI 53027
(262) 673-3290

2021
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From the Desk of Hospitality
“…do not merely look out for your own personal
interests but also for the interests of others.”
On February 13th, we will be hosting a Soup Tasting lunch following the second service. This is an opportunity for us to share
some delicious homemade soup and warming fellowship while
helping others.
Contributions from this event will support the local food pantry
and our brothers and sisters in Christ who may not know where
the next meal for themselves or their family will come from.
To make this event a success, check the bulletin board and sign up to let us know what soup
you plan to bring to share. On the day of the event, bring your soup to church in a crock pot.
Please bring it when you come to worship so we can make sure it is heated through. You will
get a card to fill out with the name of your soup. For the meal, tasting bowls, bread, crackers,
beverages and simple desserts will be provided. In addition to soup makers we are also looking for a few people to bake some desserts.
So, get out your favorite soup recipe and plan to join us for a tasty lunch that will nourish your
body and soul. Have questions? Contact Victoria Triick or Jeanne Konrad.
Hosting Coffee Hour
Many thanks to those groups and individuals who have stepped up, and signed up to host a
Sunday morning Coffee Hour. If you’ve never been a coffee hour host and aren’t sure what
this means, here are a few hints. The food does not need to be fancy or expensive. Last week
we served purchased cookies and donut holes supplemented with packaged snack available
in the pantry. The fellowship is just as enjoyable no matter where the treats came from. Coffee and drink mixes are provided by the church. There are easy, written directions for preparing both. You don’t need a large group to do this—it can be as few as 2-4 people. If you are
interested and looking for someone to work with we can find you a partner.
The Coffee Hour host(s) decides how the contributions are used. This is an opportunity to
fund a mission project or to support a specific ministry team. These funds can also be used
toward our matching building loan challenge.
Still have questions about hosting? Feel free to contact Victoria Triick or Jeanne Konrad
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02/27
02/29
02/01
02/02
02/04

02/05
02/06
02/08
02/09
02/10
02/11
02/12

02/14
02/16
02/17
02/18

02/19
02/20
02/22
02/23
02/25
02/26
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Trevor Lang
Samantha Precord
Abby Lewek
Beulah Carlson
Owen Linehan
Jean Bell
Kim DeGroot
Jeanne Konrad
Elizabeth Coenen
Barb Hahn
Diane Kaminski
Joel Roemer
Liz Sterman
Hunter Baumgartner
Ken Lamb
David Schlotthauer
Adeline Mooney
Norah Mooney
Mark Martin
Mackenzie Lewek
Lynn Hadfield
Fay Paine
Chris Sigl
Sheila Kissel
Abby Sterman
Doug Gordon
Mitchell Kramoris
Debbie Kohlman
Amanda Raynor
Everly Salseider
Nancy O’Kroley
Doris Kienast
Owen Salseider
Mackenzie Schauer
Pam Lindner
Lisa DuPont
Mark Paine
Mike Kaminski
Lizzie DeGroot
Sophia Lee

Karen Bidwell
Robin Pfotenhauer

February 12
February 25

Cheryl & Mark Weaver
Kate & Doug Carroll

AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH
In 1926, the ASALH chose the second week in February
as a time to celebrate the contributions of African Americans. The week was picked to coincide with the birthdays
of Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass, two men who
played a prominent role in eliminating slavery.
Black History Month was first proposed by black educators
and the Black United Students at Kent State University in
February 1969. ... They urged Americans to "seize the opportunity to honor the too-often neglected accomplishments of Black Americans in every area of endeavor
throughout our history".
WAYS TO SUPPORT BLACK HISTORY MONTH:
1.Support Black-Owned Businesses:
2. Learn About Noteworthy Black Figures and Their Contributions.
3. Donate to Charities That Support Anti-Racism Equity
and Equality:
4. Purchase, Read, and Share Books by Black Authors:
5. Support and Learn About Black Women:
6. Listen to or Read “The 1619 Project”
7. Attend Virtual Black History Month Celebrations
8. Participate in Online Events
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February 2022

738 West Monroe
Hartford, WI 53027
262-673-3290
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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FEBRUARY 2022 NEWSLETTER
JOIN US FOR LUNCH FEBRUARY 13TH
RIGHT AFTER 10:45 WORSHIP
FOR A “SUPERBOWL LUNCH”!
DETAILS:
Join us for a fun day on Sunday February 13th. Come in your
favorite team jersey for church if you’d like for worship at 8:30
or 10:45, Enjoy coffee hour AND then stay after 10:45 service
For a ‘SUPERBOWL’ LUNCH!
Bring a soup or dessert to share if you are able
(sign up on the bulletin board or call Victoria Triick),
then stay for a wonderful meal of soup tasting,
desserts and fellowship.
Call the church office if you have questions.
All are welcome, bring the whole family or your friends.

This event is sponsored by the Hospitality Team!

